
Trinity Lutheran Church 

810 Fairfax St. 

Stephens City, VA  22655 

 

Address Service Requested 

FEBRUARY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

 Greeters    Lector  Communion Asst.                                  Acolyte/Crucifer 

 

7  Maxine Rogers   Bridget Diehl  Joe Hollis, Mike Lambert  Alex Yowell, Michael Perry  

  

14    Pauline Fretz   Darla Wolf  Darla Wolf, Sue Schuelen  Cody & Will Wolf 

 

21 Mary Anderson   Stacey Clark  Carole Pfisterer, Mary Anderson Damion Yowell, Sarah Chichester 

  

28 Marcie Stern, Samantha Anderson Joe Hollis  Dan & Hilda Painter  Michael Perry, Sarah Chichester 

VOLUNTEERS: Tear this page off and put it on your refrigerator or some other place you look every day. That way you 

won’t forget when you have a commitment at church on any par$cular Sunday. And remember, the newsle(er is post-

ed on the website, so you can always check there as well! Thank you! 

The days are gone when everyone knew everything and you could rely on word of mouth to 
get news around quickly (cyberspace aside).   Please keep in mind that federal, state and local regu-
lations prohibit hospitals from telling us if you are in the hospital. Any time you are admitted, or 
are in the ER, please have a family member or friend notify the church office (540-869-4019), or 
Pastor Cam during non-office hours (704-661-1181).  Confidentiality will  be maintained if you 
wish not to have your illness made public or to be included on the Prayer List.  Please let the Pastor 
know. 

                  Trinity “TIMES”   
Trinity Lutheran Church [ELCA] 

 
 Stephens City, Virginia 

                         “A Creative Christian Community” February  2016 

Ancient Pastor Job Descrip�on 
I ran across this humorous “Call Committee” report on the Internet and – since February is such a dull and boring month – 
thought it might brighten your spirits: 
 

Dear Congregational Family – 

We do not have a happy report to give because we’ve not been able to find a suitable candidate for this church, though we do 
have one promising prospect. We appreciate all the suggestions from the church members, and we’ve interviewed each one and 
required at least three references.  
The following is our summary report on the present candidates: 
 

* Adam: Good man but has problems with his wife. One reference said his wife and he enjoy walking nude in the woods. 
* Noah: Former  pastorate of 120 years with no conver ts. Prone to unrealistic building projects. 
* Abraham: Though the references repor ted wife-swapping, the facts seem to show he never slept with another man’s wife, 
 but did offer to share his own wife with another man. 
* Joseph: A big thinker , but a braggart; believes in dream-interpreting, and has a prison record. 
* Moses: A modest and meek man, but poor  communicator . Stutters at times. Some say he left an earlier  church over  a 
 murder  charge. 
* David: The most promising leader  of all until we discovered the affair  he had with his neighbor’s wife. 
* Solomon: Great preacher  but our  parsonage would never  hold all those wives. 
* Hosea: A tender  and loving pastor  but our  people could never  handle his wife’s occupation. 
* Jeremiah: Emotionally unstable, alarmist, negative, always lamenting things, and reported to have taken a long tr ip to 
 bury his underwear on the bank of foreign river. 
* Isaiah: On the fr inge? Claims to have seen angels in church. Has trouble with his language. 
* Jonah: Refused God’s call into ministry until he was forced to obey by getting swallowed up by a great fish. He told us the 
 fish later spit him out on the shore near here. We hung up. 
* Amos: Too backward and unpolished. With some seminary training he might have promise, but has a hang-up against 
 wealthy people. Might fit in better in a poor congregation. 
* John: Says he is a Baptist, but definitely doesn’t dress like one. Has slept in the outdoors for months on end, has a weird 
 diet, and provokes denominational leaders. 
* Peter: Too blue collar . Has a bad temper—even has been known to curse. Had a big run-in with Paul in Antioch.  
 Aggressive, loose cannon.  
* Paul: Powerful CEO type leader  and fascinating preacher . However , shor t on tact, unforgiving with younger  ministers, 
 harsh and has been known to preach way too long. 
* Jesus: Has had popular  times, but once when his church grew to 5000 he managed to offend them all and his church 
 dwindled down to twelve. Seldom stays in one place very long. And, of course, he’s single. 
* Judas: His references are solid. A steady plodder . Conservative. Good connections. Knows how to handle money. Possi-
 bilities here! We’re inviting him to preach this Sunday.  
 

Happy February! 

Pastor Cam 

Dear Family of Trinity - 
You gotta know how very much Ronda and I appreciate the generosity of your collective Christmas remembrance!  WOW! THANK YOU so 
much!  Last year, I used most of the "proceeds" to purchase the new glasses I've been sporting for the past 8-9 months. I've been considering 
what "improvement" I want to make this year that I could not comfortably manage without your gift...  I was thinking of false teeth - but Ron-
da said she didn't want to have to clean them for me every night.  The, I considered a face lift - but Ronda demonstrated what I'd probably 
look like - and that definitely wasn't me! A hair transplant was third, but all the doctor had available was gray - and we all know I like sport-
ing my (and it really is)  natural dusty blond.  So, we've decided to bank it for our retirement. Amazing how smart your banker wife can be! 
Thanks, again, for your thoughtfulness and generosity. You all are the best! 
Blessings! 
Pastor Cam  and Ronda 



to sign up.  Those wanting to help decorate the parish 
hall contact Frances Sharp frances.sharp@me.com 

Feb 10th Ash Wednesday worship at 7:00PM 
 
Feb 12th Valentines Sock Hop-
Come Dance & Celebrate the days 
of Frankie Valli, Buddy Holly, 
The Big Bopper, Wolfman Jack, 
American Bandstand.  Refresh-
ments will make you think you’re 
right back in the soda pop shop. 
 

Feb 24th Community Meal 
Our meal will be: chili, cornbread, salad, dessert. Mid-

month there will be a sign up list for those wishing to 
help by providing a portion of the meal.  
 

Feb 28th, 2-5PM—a social outing to the Valerie Hill 
Vineyard to hear the Robbie Limon Band. Bring an 
appetizer and join us for some fellowship. Speak to 
Chris Landes for more info: 678-1022. 
 

March 19th—We would like to take a van trip to see 
The Living Passover (thelivingpassover.com) in Hayes 
Virgina. This would be an all day trip at an approxi-
mate cost of $35 per person which would include trans-
portation by van, lunch and the performance. If you 
think you would like to go, speak to Chris Landes (678-

1022) right away, because we have to be certain there 
is enough interest to make it worth while.  

��� 

 

Growing in God’s Grace Campaign draws to a close 
The Growing in God's Grace campaign will end on 
Sunday, March 6, 2016.  Through Sunday, January 
10, 2016, the total amount raised was $1,413,486.39, 
which is $63,486.39 (or 4.7%) over the campaign goal 
of $1,350,000.00. WOW!!!! Thank you! 

 

For your information: 
 Just wanted to make sure that you had heard that 
Congress made the IRA charitable rollover law permanent 
(with no expiration date) going forward.  It would be 
helpful to put an update on this law in weekly emails, 
February newsletter or bulletin and again in November / 
December when people are thinking about  year end char-
itable giving. 
 The IRA charitable rollover works like this: Once 
a person reaches 70 ½, they can make up to $100,000 a 
year in gifts to charity directly from  their IRA. 
Those gifts count towards the required minimum distribu-
tions they must take annually from their  traditional IRAs, 
but aren’t included in their adjusted gross income. Of 
course, there’s no double dipping here; since the gifts 
aren’t counted in their income, they can’t claim an item-
ized charitable deduction for them. If they don’t normal-
ly itemize deductions on their 1040, this is a clear tax win. 
 If they do itemize, the bottom line is that they 
will come out ahead doing an IRA charitable rollover in-
stead of taking withdrawals from their traditional IRA, 
paying income taxes, and then making a gift to charity.  
Rev. Renee LiaBraaten 

Assistant to the Bishop for Generosity, New England Synod  

Sewing for the Savior  Will meet 
February 9 and 23 at 9:30AM in 
Room 204. Anyone interested in help-
ing us sew quilts, or learn how to do 

such handwork, is welcome to join us.  
 

THE LCW will meet February 9 in the Parish Hall at 
12:30. Bring a bag lunch. We will be working on ban-
ners as a winter project.  
 

Columbarium Bricks! 
Have you been saying “one of these days I’m 

going to remember to order a brick(s) for the col-
umbarium garden”? NOW IS THE TIME TO DO IT.   
To have a really nice garden we need about 200 bricks.  
Chris Landes is in charge of this project and if you have 
questions or hesitation about completing the order form, 
she is happy to talk you through it, come see you and 
explain the plans for the garden, whatever you need. Do 
not hesitate to reach out to her.  Her contact information 
is: clandes81@icloud.com or  678-1022, or 336-8737.  
Forms are always available in the Narthex.  
 

Thank you’s 
 At the January meeting, the Vestry 
approved several bequests to worthy organiza-
tions. One such group was “Chuck Knows 
Church”, a series Pastor Cam relies on when 
creating Confirmation lessons that will engage 
and interest our youth. We have received two heartfelt 
thanks from the people who run this program. “Your gift 
sends a clear signal to the staff, cast, crew, and volun-
teers that they are valued.” 

 The Red Wagon Ministry has written the con-
gregation to thank you for the donation of 600 diapers 
and 1,048 wipes. A special thank you was “extended to 
Mrs. Martha Cooley for coordinating another diaper col-
lection to benefit the families we service in our Baby 
and Toddler room at CCAP.” 

 Warden Jenkins wishes to thank members and 
friends for the cards and phone calls during his illness. 
He gratefully appreciates your thoughtfulness. 
 From Winchester and Front Royal hospitals: 
“...heartfelt gratitude for ...generous gifts to our new-
borns. There isn’t a day that goes by here on the mother-
baby unit when we do not see families struggling to 
meet their baby’s needs. The knowledge that so many 
kind people in your congregation care about them shines 
a brighter light on their day and their path in life.” 

 

What’s coming up this month: 

Feb. 7th SOUPER BOWL Sun-
day. If you wish to wear a jersey for your 
favorite team to church, bring cans of soup to 
be donated to the Stephens City Community 

Church Food Pantry. We’ll have a special fellowship 
time after worship so bring a snack to share for our foot-
ball themed fun. 
 

Feb 9th Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper at 6:00PM 
We are needing volunteers to help with the pancake sup-
per. Contact Kim Begnaud kbegnaud0101@yahoo.com 

 
February 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 

10:00 CMS 

 

 

 

 

6:00PM Choir 

7:00PM Vestry 

3 4 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30PM Girl 
Scouts PH 

5 6 

7 

9:30AM Worship 

10:45AM 

Christian Formation 

& Super Sunday party 

8 9 SHROVE  

TUESDAY 
9:30AM Sewing 

10:00AM CMS 

12:30PM LCW 

 

6:00PM Pancake 
Supper 

6:00PM Choir 

10 ASH 

WEDNESDAY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00PM Worship 

11 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30PM Girl 
Scouts PH 

12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30PM Sock Hop 

13 

 

11AM-5PM PH 

Reserved for pri-
vate party 

14 
Noisy Offering: 
WATTS 

9:30AM Worship 

10:45AM 

Christian Formation 

 

 

5:00 Lenten Service 

15 

 

16 
10:00AM  CMS 

10:00 AM 

Newsletter 
Deadline  
 

 

 

6:00PM Choir 

17 18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30PM Girl 
Scouts PH 

19 20 

21 
9:30AM Worship 

10:45AM 

Christian Formation 

 

5:00 Lenten Service 

22 23 

9:30AM Sewing 

10:00AM CMS 

 

 

 

 

 

6:00PM Choir 

24 25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30PM Girl 
Scouts PH 

26 27 

28 
9:30AM Worship 

10:45AM 

Christian Formation 

2:00PM Valerie Hill 
outing 

 

5:00 Lenten Service 

29      

Church office hours: 

Monday– Thursday, 8:00AM-1:00PM 

Community Meal Menu 

Chili 
Cornbread 

Salad 
Dessert 

CMS—Community Music School 

 


