
1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus is always trying to teach is something we 

don’t want to hear: ‘Don’t neglect to show hospitality to 

strangers;’ ‘Remember those who are in prison…’ ‘Let 

marriage be held in honor’…’Love your enemies…’ ’Take 

the log out of your own eye before you try and take the 

piece of dust out of someone else’s...’ ‘Be content with 

what you have…’   

On and on and on – ad nauseam. Who wants to 

‘show hospitality to strangers?’ Too many people have 

gotten killed that way. ‘Love your enemy?’ That’s likely 

to get you killed, too.  ‘Remember those in prison?’ Why? 

They “did the crime – let ‘em do the time…” 

He says so many, many things that just grate 

against our human nature – like inch-long fingernails 

running down a blackboard –  or a 20-pound hammer 

banging on the inside of our skulls: “STOP it already!” ‘I 

don’t wanna’ do any of that!  Just leave me alone and let 

me do my thing!’   

If you – at times – maybe more often than you’d 

like to admit even to yourself – have never felt that way, 

then go straighten your halo. just get your lily-white 

‘perfection’ outta’ my face.…………. 

I don’t see anyone moving….  

You know you’ve felt that way before. You know 

you sometimes get sick of hearing the preacher tell you 

how much better you need to be – and how we recoil at 

the sheer honesty in the words of the confession every 

week: “I may not be perfect, but I’m not that bad…’‘At 

least I’m not like him…’ 

That, my friends, seems to me one of the serious 

conditions of being human. It’s a rotting, reeking 

infection that festers inside all of us. We don’t like to talk 

about it. We don’t even want to think about it – because 

it’s so diametrically opposed to the ‘relative perfection’ 

we’ve convinced ourselves we are.  

It’s the primary reason we act as if we don’t need 

God or Jesus or any sort of moral code – because deep 

down inside, we don’t want it, and don’t think we even 

need it. 

Freidrich Nietzsche – the influential German 

philosopher of the late 19th century, who had to be one 

of the most miserable people who ever lived – lifted that 

up in his writings: ‘There is no such thing as objective 

fact,’ he concluded – ‘truth’ comes only from merging 

different vantage points – different opinions,’ depending 

on the circumstances.  

‘To be fully human, he asserted, ‘is to realize that 

morality is something we create. Values are not hung 

‘out there’ like stars in the sky – we are the ones who do 

the valuing. Ethical behavior, according to Nietzsche 

comes from within ourselves and is not prescribed for us 

by some external authority. Values are neither objective 

nor carved in stone – despite the claims of the Church.” 

And, “therein lies the real ‘human predicament’ – 

becoming more ‘predicament-y” every day. His 

negativism may have contributed to a total loss of all his 

mental faculties at only 44 – living the last 16 years of his 

life in total oblivion. 

Kermit The Frog sang a song once: ‘It isn’t easy 

being green…’  Well, it isn’t easy being good or being a 

Christian, either. It’s not any way a part of our nature. It’s 

all hard – but, 4 little words in the Hebrew’s text today 

are probably the hardest:  we simply cannot ‘be content’ 

– ‘financially’ content – with what we have.’ Oh, we may 

not actually ‘love’ money – few of us in any real way do.  

We like it…we need it – can’t live without it. But, we’re 

never satisfied – which is really no better. 

The Apostle Paul once said that he was ‘once was 

chief of all sinners.’ Well, when it comes to not being 

‘content,’ I even outrank Paul. Maybe you do, too. If I 

have a ‘primary sin,’ that’s it – that and a quarter million 

other ones...I’m not a ‘content’ person – financially or 

otherwise.  Very few of us truly are: that’s why we play 

the lottery; why I take on weddings outside the church 

that bring extra money.  It’s not that we can’t ‘make ends 

meet’ but, because we want more.  

I’m not ‘content’ in seeing injustice, either.  I 

seethe at stories of corporate greed – like the epi-pen 

one this week. I find it hard – almost impossible – to keep 

my mouth shut when it comes to all sorts of social-ills we 

bring on ourselves. But, that’s not the kind of  

‘contentment’ Jesus is referencing. Today, it’s financial 

contentment - unlike that of a familiar TV evangelist who 

recently bought a half-million-dollar house, plus a new 
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Mercedes, and a ‘gently-used’ Rolls-Royce. Was that a 

discrepancy of message and life-style? Not to hear him 

talk, thank you Frederick Nietzsche: ‘My wife and I just 

had to have a little place of our own…’  

Would I do the same if I had it to do?  My worst 

side says ‘In a heartbeat…’ But, then my better nature 

says: ‘Well, maybe not all at once…’ And, then along 

comes Jesus who says, ‘Seek ye first, the kingdom of 

God…’   

There he is again: telling me to act in a way that 

my human nature has no interest in doing.  Like I said: ‘it 

isn’t easy being a Christian…’ I have to work at it…with 

the Spirit’s help. Maybe you do, too. 

If we’ve been a Christian most of our lives, we 

probably have a pretty good understanding of what Jesus 

was ‘about.’  But, we don’t have much insight: we can 

identify with him as a healer, savior, teacher and even as 

a prophet – way back ‘in the days…’But, to see Jesus as a 

contemporary countercultural revolutionary – who 

speaks against the way our whole world works? Well, 

that’s harder to stomach because we know he’s 

preaching against behavior in which we engage every 

day. 

A college coach once asked a former linebacker 

who’d turned pro to help his alma mater do a little 

recruiting. The player was delighted to help: “So, what 

kind of player you lookin’ for, coach?"  

Coach said, "Well, you know there's that fellow: 

you knock him down, he just stays down?"  

"We don't want him…do we, coach?" 

"No, we don’t…but, then there's that fellow: you knock 

him down and he gets up, you knock him down again and 

he stays down."  

The alum said, "We don't want him either, do we  

coach?" 

"No, but you know what:  there's that fellow: you  

knock him down, he gets up. Knock him down, he gets 

up. Knock him down, he gets up. Knock him down, he 

gets up…" 

Elated, the player said, "That's the guy we want 

ain't it, coach?"  

‘No,’ the coach answered. ‘We don't want him 

either. I want you to find the guy who's doing all the 

knocking…”  

That's the guy we all want: to be seen with, to be 

at our dinner parties – because, deep inside, it’s the kind 

of guy we want to be – not the guy who’s always being 

knocked down: the poor, the crippled, the lame, the 

blind…that’s not our human nature, is it? 

But, ‘all who exalt themselves will be humbled,’ 

Jesus said – maybe telling us that as long as we search for 

satisfaction in ways to put ourselves above others, we’ll 

end up with a lot of physical ‘trinkets,’ but with cold and 

empty hearts as well. 

 He also says, ‘all who humble themselves will be 

exalted.’ But, what if that’s not about getting the corner 

office? Or the most “likes” on Facebook?  What if what 

he promises is to free us from the whole soul-sucking 

system…of “Me! Me! Me?” 

When we decide – with Christ’s help – that we’re 

not going to play that game anymore, our choices 

change: and we find ourselves no longer needing to 

display the biggest and the best…but to be content. 

It’ll go against our nature, for sure: remember - 

“it isn’t easy being ‘green…’”  but choosing to humble 

ourselves as Jesus asks, starts to transform us. He knows 

that there’ll always be some kind of ‘table’ where we’ll 

be tempted to wanna’ scramble for more, but the Good 

News is that we can choose where to sit. And, maybe – if 

we choose a bit more humbly - we’ll find some extra time  

not to be content with those things we shouldn’t be. 

  With his help to quit playing this win-less game, 

we‘ll soon know that our worth isn’t determined by 

where we sit, but by whom we are loved. And, that just 

happens to be Jesus. How about that?  Amen. 
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