
Trinity Lutheran Church 
810 Fairfax St. 
Stephens City, VA  22655 
 
Address Service Requested 

OCTOBER WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

 Greeters   Lector   Communion Asst.                                  Acolyte/Crucifer 

 

02 Marcie Stern, Samantha Anderson Marcie Stern  Stacey Clark, Sue Schuelen   Sarah Chichester 
 
09 Sid Dailey   Sid Dailey  Mary Anderson, Hilda Painter  Cody & Will Wolf 
 
16 Mike & Monica Lambert  Anne Vermillion  Mike Lambert, Anne Vermillion  Sarah Chichester 
 
23 Marianne Watson   Darla Wolf  Darla Wolf, Anne Vermillion   Cody & Will Wolf 
 
30 Marianne Watson   Lore&a Koontz  Carole Pfisterer, Dan Painter   Sarah Chichester 

Remember each Sunday to bring  a 
donation of canned goods for 

CCAP—collection bin is in the front 
stairwell. They are also currently 

looking for donations of new or gen-
tly used towels and washcloths. 

October is St. Francis Month at Trinity.   

 We are collecting dog and cat food, treats, litter 
and toys during the entire month. At the end of the 
month we will donate the collection to area shel-
ters. Our big kick off will be on Saturday, October 
1 with a Blessing of the Animals service and pet 
fair in the parking lot. Posh Pets Boutique and Da-
kota's Dream Animal Rescue will be attending. They will be bringing 
adoptable animals looking for their forever homes and a special visit 
from baby Hope, the German Shepherd puppy who was born with no 
back paws.  Hope shows us that special needs animals are very adopta-
ble and is an inspiration to us all!  Please come meet Hope!  She will be 
there from 11-1PM. Come out and support animals in need and bring 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

                  Trinity “Times”   
Trinity Lutheran Church [ELCA] 

 Stephens City, Virginia 
   “A Creative Christian Community” 

                         540.869.4019; trinitychurchvirginia@gmail.com 

October  2016 

Grow?   
Go? 
Or  

Flow? 

 

 

 As many of you know, I’ve been coming up with a variety of ideas of things for us to do to spread the word 
(and the “Word”) about Trinity in the community (Ghost Walk, Barbecue for Ben, etc..). However, getting folks to 
commit to participate has been difficult to say the least. I’ve vented my frustration about this to some of you as well 
including our Vestry.  Ronda, Brenda and I have thrown ideas around of what might get you enthused.  
 Then it finally dawned on me that perhaps we’re asking the wrong question. Maybe instead of asking “What 
does Trinity want to DO?”, we should be asking, “What does Trinity want to BE?” I can’t do it all. 
 When I interviewed here, you had been told that Trinity was dying and you made it clear to me that was not 
what you wanted. You did not want a “hospice” pastor.  So we moved forward by starting the building program, 
Growing in God’s Grace.  That has reached its conclusion and now it’s time to look at ourselves once again and decide 
“where do we go from here?”   
 

                            Grow—do you want to reach out into the community letting them know we exist and invi- 
      ing folks to visit? If so, we’re going to need more membership involvement: planning, coord- 

      nating, executing, on through to follow-up.  
 

                            Go—do you want to develop ideas for more service to those in need in our community, in  
                                     addition to our Community meal, CCAP donations and other occasional collection projects?  
                                     This would also entail more involvement: planning, coordinating, executing and follow-up.  
 

                            Flow– OR do you like things just the way they are now? Are we at a “sweet spot” where  
     we’re doing everything we can? 

 

 Think about this for a bit —don’t just go with the first answer that pops into your head, because “Grow” and 
“Go” require commitment. Y our commitment: your money, your time, your voice.  Right now Trinity is receiving 
very little of those from most of its members.  
 Try to remember the last time our weekly offering did NOT have a red deficit number. The 2016 budget was 
bare bones and we aren’t meeting it. There’s a committee forming right now to plan the 2017 budget. If you want to 
grow or  go,  you should talk to Joe Hollis about being par t of that to share your  vision for  Tr inity’s future.  If 
you want to flow, same thing, talk to Joe so you can help figure out where we’re going to cut. Because financially we 
can’t keep going like we are.  
 What’s the first Commandment?  It’s in Exodus. Chapter 20.  “….you shall have no other gods before me.”  
Anything you put ahead of God is what you worship.  What do you put ahead of Sunday worship?  I’m not saying you 
have to be at church every single Sunday (I’m the only one who has to make that commitment—and even I take vaca-
tion). Are you here 80%, 65%, 50%, 35%?  Might you be surprised to figure out just how many Sundays you are here? 
And what about other Trinity activities: Advent and Lent services, Community meals, Blessing of the Animals, Adult 
Sunday School—just to name a few.  
 If you want to Go or Grow you will (not “may”) need to step it up and commit more time and money to Trini-
ty. Are you willing to do that?  
 The Vestry and I can only steer the boat. YOU are the GPS, Trinity’s compass, telling us where to steer, where 
we’re going, and how we’re going to get there.  
 Give this prayerful thought. Next week in worship, you’ll have the chance to tell us in what direction you want 
Trinity to go.  After that, we’ll figure out together how to get there.  
 

PC 

The Big Question...  



Mark Sunday, October 23 on your calendar 
That evening, at 6:30PM, at Bethel Lutheran, all of the 
Northern Virginia Conference churches will gather togeth-
er with members of the Synodical Bishop Transition Task 
Force.  This is the committee formed to hear comments, 
questions and suggestions from all the Synod as to what 
they would like in our next bishop and to help all members 
understand the process of electing a new bishop. 
 Bishop Mauney has announced his retirement effec-
tive August of 2017, which means we will be electing a 
new Bishop during the Synod Assembly next year. (It’ll be 
an exciting Assembly, that’s for sure! Consider being a 
Trinity delegate!)     

   
 This is your opportunity to have your voice heard in 
this process and get questions answered.  We can’t empha-
size enough how important your presence at this meet-
ing will be! Mark October  23 on your  calendar  NOW 
and plan to be at Bethel for this important step as we move 
forward as a Synod.  
 

We have formed The Vision 
 Our Youth have come together to form their own 
group under the supervision of Lynn Downs. They have 
named the group The Vision, because it portrays them as 
the vision and future of Trinity. (They came up with that on 
their own!)  
 The Vision is hosting a Halloween 
Fest on Sat. Oct. 29 beginning at 11AM.  
There will be a bounce house and a haunted 
house which will require an admission fee of 
a canned or boxed good for Trinity’s holiday 
gift baskets.  Other events are free and in-
clude a small hay maze, and Trunk or Treat.  

 The Vision is asking 
for your support by donating candy, hay 
bales, and items for the haunted house 
(old decorations you may not be using or 
they can borrow for the day) as well par-
ticipating by decorating your car for the 

Trunk or Treat.  
 The Golden Gourd Award will given for the best 
decorated car.  Tell your neighbors and friends and join 
The Vision on October 29! 
 

 

Columbarium & Prayer Garden 
Consecration 
 

At the beginning of the worship service 
on Sunday, October 23 we will gather in 
the columbarium prayer garden for a 
brief service of dedication before our 
regular worship service.  At that time, the brick pavers, 
fountain, new gate (hopefully) and plantings will be lifted 
up to God’s care and blessing.  
 

HERE’S YOUR CHANCE TO GET 

INVOLVED RIGHT NOW! 
 

...looking for 2 energetic, lively young adults (age 
21-45) interested in coordinating the GroundBreakers 
group.  One would be in charge of planning and 
scheduling “ministry” activities. The other would line 
up all the outside “fellowship” activities. Both would 
serve as co-coordin-ators of the group.   
 

...immediate opportunities for YOU 

Someone(s) are needed to make the following happen, 
planning has been done, just need coordinators… 
Ghost Walk, Barbecue for Ben musical, Advent con-
cert series fellowship, Living Nativity.  Without vol-
unteers, these events will not happen. 
 

Speak to Pastor Cam to make sure they do! 
 

 

Sewing for the Savior is back up and 
running. Join us at 9:30 AM on Tues-
days, October 11 and 25. Anyone with 
an interest in sewing lap quilts is wel-
come to join us!  

 

    The LCW will meet at 7PM on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 11.  We’ll plan for the upcoming year. 
 

October Birthdays  

and Anniversaries 
(These are the ones we have “of record”. If you don’t see your 
birthday or anniversary here, please contact the church office 

with those dates) 
Birthdays:              Anniversaries: 
10-Liz Perritt  2—Joe & Vickie Hollis 

16-Jerry Rogers 7-Frances & Jeremy Sharp 

19-Liliana Gonzales-Herrera 

25-Loretta Koontz 

  
College student address 

Jared Rogers 

400 Fairfax Dr 
Apartment O 116 

Blacksburg, VA 24060 

 

New member 

On September 25 we welcomed into membership 
Jeannie Rathman 

120 Brenton Ct. 
Stephens City VA 22655 

540-869-3597  
 

****** 

 

The GroundBreakers will be visiting the elder ly/
shut-in on Saturday, October 22nd, 2:00 p.m.- 5:00 
p.m. Children are welcome. Please let Marcie Stern
(540.247.5435) or Samantha Anderson 
(540.974.0395) know if you're planning to join us (so 
no one gets left behind).  

Church office hours: 

Monday– Thursday, 8:00AM-1:00PM 

October 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
8AM Farmers Mkt 
10AM Blessing of 
the Animals and 
Fall Pet Fest 

2 

9:30 Worship 

10:45 Christian 

Education & The 

Vision Youth 
Group 

 

3 4 

10AM CMS 

 

 

6:00PM Choir 

7:00PM Vestry 

5 6 
 

 

 

 

6:30PM Girl 
Scouts 

7 8 
8AM Farmers Mkt 

9   Noisy Offering: 

Esther Boyd 
 

9:30 Worship 

10:45 Christian 

Education 

11AM Columbar-
ium Dedication 

Noon Potluck 

10 11 

 

9:30AM Sewing  
10AM CMS 

 

6:00PM Choir 

7:00PM LCW 

12 13 
 

 

 

 

6:30PM Girl 
Scouts 

14 15 
 

 

 

6PM  The Vision 

Youth Game night 

16 

9:30 Worship 

10:45 Christian 

Education & The 

Vision Youth 
Group 

17 18 

 

 

10AM CMS 

 

 

6:00PM Choir 

19 20 
 

 

 

 

5:30PM Girl 
Scouts 

21 22 
2PM Groundbreak-
ers– visitation 

 

 

 

 

23 

9:30 Worship 

10:45 Christian 

Education 

6:30PM Conf. 
mtg. w Bishop 
Trans. Team, 
Bethel 

24 25 

 

9:30AM Sewing  
10AM CMS 

 

 

 

6:00PM Choir 

26 
 

 

 

 

5:30PM Communi-
ty Meal 

27 
 

 

 

 

6:30PM Girl 
Scouts 

28 29 
 

11AM Halloween 

             Fest 
 

 

 

30 

9:30 Service 
Sunday 

31      

CMS—Community Music School 

Community Meal 

Menu 
Meatloaf 

mashed potatoes 
broccoli 
dessert 

Synod Ministerium–  Pastor @ VA Beach 


