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Advent at Trinity 
December 11  3rd Sunday in Advent 

 9:30am Worship 

  Noisy Offering benefits WATTS (Winchester Area Temporary Thermal Shelter) 

 11am  Annual Congrega�onal Mee�ng 

 12pm Birthday celebra�on with Lonnie Cullers 

 5pm  Evensong Candlelight Concert and Worship, bassoon quartet 

December 12 Angel Tree gi�s due 

December 13  5:30pm, LCW Christmas dinner 

December 17 9am  Christmas baskets and gi$s delivered 

December 18  4th Sunday in Advent 

 9:30am Worship 

 5pm  Evensong Candlelight Concert and Worship, flu�st and pianist 

  

December 24  Christmas Eve 

 4pm Family Worship 

 11pm Candlelight Holy Eucharist 

Christmas Day NO MORNING WORSHIP 

December 26-January 1, Church Office closed 

Trinity Lutheran Church  [ELCA] 
Fairfax at Valley Pike  ▪  Stephens City, Virginia 

Gathered 1765 
“A Creative Christian Community” 

 

 
 

Thanks for worshiping with us today!  
Visitors aren’t only expected …They’re anticipated  

 

If you’d like more information about our congregation 

Phone (540) 869-4019   ▪ Email trinitychurchvirginia@gmail.com  ▪ Website www.trinitychurchvirginia.com 

Facebook Trinity Lutheran Church Stephens City 

 

Before worship — speak to the Lord � During worship — let the Lord speak to you � A�er worship — speak to each other! 

Third Sunday In Advent     December 11, 2016      9:30am 

9:15am Welcome!                           
 

Prelude            Veni Emmanuel        Gene Clarke  (b. 1948)                              
The Confession is omitted throughout Advent 
 

Stand 

Introit 
 [P] We gather in the name of the Father, and of the Son [†], and of the Holy Spirit.  

  Arise! Shine! For your light has come! 

 [C] For, in the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  

  And, all things came into being through him. What has come into being in him was life, and  

  the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness does  

  not overcome it.  
 

Sanctus Bell  The bell is sounded three �mes to remind us of God’s Triune Presence with us now and forever 
 

723 Processional                                                                         Can�cle of the Turning 

 

Ligh�ng of the Advent Wreath                         The Joy Candle, Hall family 

  [R]  As long ago the prophet Isiah proclaimed: “The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert 

   shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing.” 

  [C] In God’s %me of joy, all sorrow and sighing will leave us. 
  [R]  As we wait for God’s ?me, in faith we light the candles of Hope, Peace and Joy, and walk in the light of 

   the LORD! 

 

Three Candles  

of Advent  

are lit 

 
 
 

Gree�ng  
  [P] The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ; the love of God; and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

   with you all! 

  [C] And also with you! 

The Collect 
  [P] S�r up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears , that, rejoicing in your 

   salva�on, we may bring forth the fruits of repentance; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

   Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

 [C] Amen. 

 



Can�cle of Thanksgiving 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sit 

Just 4 Kids! Noisy offering benefits WATTS 

  Children’s Procession                   Away In a Manger 

   Children follow the Crucifer to the Nursery and Children’s Church, returning in time for The Eucharist 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in your tender care and fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 

 

The First Lesson                                         See Insert 
 

Psalmody                                Luke 1:47-55 sung by cantor 

  My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; 
  my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
  for He has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
  From this day all genera$ons will call me blessed. 
  The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 
  He has mercy on those who fear him in every genera$on. 
  He has shown the strength of his arm; 
  he has sca(ered the proud in their conceit. 
  He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, and has li)ed up the lowly. 
  He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty. 
  He has come to the help of his servant Israel, for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
  the promise he made to our fathers, to Abraham and his children forever. 
  Glory to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

The Second Lesson 
Stand 

The Gradual          
 
The Holy Gospel                                                  
 [P] The Holy Gospel, according to St. Ma2hew, the eleventh chapter 

 [C]  

 

 

 
The Gospel is read  

  

 [P] The Gospel of the Lord!   

 [C]   
 
 

Sit 

 
A Little ‘Good News’                                The Rev

d
. Mr. Cameron P. Keyser 

 

Stand 

 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS  
Today (December 11) 

Greeter    Sid Dailey 
Lector  Ray Stuehmeier 
Advent Wreath Hall family 
Eucharis�c Assts.    Lynn Downs, Barry Hockenberry 
Acolyte/Crucifer  Sarah Chichester, Michael Perry 
 

Next Week  (December 18) 
Greeters                   Pauline Fretz 
Lector           Sid Dailey 
Advent Wreath Perry family 
Eucharis�c  Assts.  Mary Anderson, Mark Greene 
Acolyte/Crucifer  Sarah Chichester 
                              

Our Stewardship 

 

December 4, 2016 

Received: unavailable 

Required $4619 

 

Our Attendance 

79 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

Ca2y; Denny; Lonnie; Charlie & Louise; 

Robert & Frances; Jeff & Winston; Febra; 

Ashley; Jeller family ; Bill N. 

 To add a name to the prayer list please 

contact the church office 

Our Invitation  
Trinity Church is a member congregation of the Virginia Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church In America [ELCA], one of 

the world’s largest Christian denominations—a “little: church—with a BIG Idea!  Our congregation was “gathered” in 1765 by 

16 German immigrants who had  migrated from Pennsylvania.  The building in which we worship was constructed in 1906, and 

is the third worship space utilized by the congregation.  While our history is vital to who we are as a faith community, we focus 

on the future and on what God is calling us to be and to do in the present.  We are a dynamic, growing, joyful part of the family 

of God - and we invite you to be a part of our journey of faith. If you’re interested in uniting your heart and hands with Trinity 

Church, please contact the Church Office.  

All confirmed members are asked to be seated following The Sending this morning. Immediately after  
the Postlude we will begin our annual meeting.  Friends and visitors are welcome to make their way to the Par-
ish Hall for a cup of coffee and a nibble. Our meeting should be brief and we will join you momentarily. To-
gether we will celebrate the 70th birthday of our friend Lonnie Cullers! 
 
Year end donations 
Because the church office will be closed the last week of December, all donations to the church that you wish 
to be counted toward 2016 should be in to the church by Saturday, December 24.  
 
Join us this evening at 5:00 for our first Advent Evensong concert and worship service. Our  guest musi-
cians will be a bassoon quartet.   Next Sunday we welcome Frances Averitt on flute and Elizabeth Temple on 
piano. 
 
Come view the beautifully decorated and candlelit sanctuaries of historic Winchester churches and hear  
lovely organ music on December 26 between 4 and 7:30 pm. These events are free and open to the public, but 
you will have the opportunity to donate to WATTS (Winchester Area Temporary Thermal Shelter). Due to the 
huge success of last year's event, we are repeating it. Performances will begin on the hour and half hour with 
short presentations on the history of each church at 20 minutes past the hour. Participating churches: Braddock 
St. UMC, Market St. UMC, First Presbyterian, Grace Lutheran, First Baptist, Christ Episcopal. 
 



The Distribution 
 ALL Christians are invited to share in The Eucharist!  

 Communion can be received by individual glass, or drinking from the Common Cup.  

 If you desire only a blessing, please come and cross your arms over chest. 

    Hymns During Communion  ELW 466 / 254 / 469 

 

After all have communed,  

Stand 

The Blessing 
  [P]   May the Body and Blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen us – and keep us in his Grace!   

  [C] Amen.    

 
Canticle of Thanksgiving 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving  
 [P] Lord God,  

 [C] you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Grant that we who have 

  received the Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us,  that we  may be filled 

  with the power of his endless life, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

The Benediction                    
 [P] Every �me a hand reaches out to help another...that is Christmas. 

  Every �me someone puts anger aside and strives for understanding....that is Christmas. 

  And, every �me people forget their differences and realize their love for each other.....that is Christmas 

  In the name of the Father, and of the Son [†],and of the Holy Spirit. 

 [C] Amen.  
 

 

726 Recessional             Light Dawns on a Weary World

         
Sending  
  [P] ...Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! 

  [C] We will!  Thanks be to God! 

 

Postlude            All Earth Is Hopeful  
 

 

Portions of  today’s liturgy are reprinted under permission of one of several licenses held by Trinity Church: Augsburg Fortress Liturgies  
License 44465; CCLI License 11381030; OneLicense A-720634; HymnPrint.net; A Wee Worship Book, GIA Pubs, Chicago; Ministry Matters.com; Healing 
Liturgies for the Seasons of Life, and Feasting On the Word, Westminster John Knox Press, Louisville, KY.;  The People’s Psalter, Hal H. Hopson, ©2008 Bir-
namwood/Morning Star Music Pubs;  Hymnary.com; Metrical Psalms Homestead.com; The Abingdon Worship Annual © Abingdon Press; A Hymn Tune 
Psalter, Revised Common Lectionary Edition © Carl P. Dew, Jr. and Kevin R. Hackett, Church Pub., Inc.; Diary of Daily Prayer © J. Barrie Shepherd;  Prayers 
for a Privileged People, Walter Brueggemann © 2008 Abingdon Press;  

266 Hymn of the Day                 All Earth is Hopeful

          

A Statement of Faith 
 [P] Let us share together that which we believe… 

 [C] I believe in God the Father, my provider and my will. God is the Creator who guides with an 

   eternal light, and embraces me with open arms and uncondi>onal love.  

  I believe in Jesus Christ, the only Son of God who gave his life so that I might live to count my  

  blessings instead of my sins.  He is my friend and my guiding light to God.  

   His selflessness redeemed me, and I await the day when I will share his kingdom. 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Sustainer of my soul who brings me closer to Christ, and  

  shares with me a foretaste of the feast to come.  Amen. 
 

 
Prayers of The People       
  [P] Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their 

   needs… 

Sit 

  [P] O God, we know that your kindness to us has taken forms we have never known, and that you 

   have visited us in ways we did not see, and loved us even when we weren’t very loveable.  We 

   give you thanks for that gi$ of your mercy.  O giver of hope, 

  [C] Hear our prayer.  

  [P] We thank you for your countless mercies: for those who have found safety in travel, or restora-

   �on to health; for friends who rescue us from loneliness, and for family who stand by us in 

   �mes of adversity.  We give thanks for peaceful sleep that restores us, for this new day which 

   challenges us, for this season which inspires us, these days which excite us, and for your  

   coming promise which saves us.  O giver of hope, 

  [C] Hear our prayer. 

  [P] Even so, come Lord Jesus – even so quickly come that the peoples of every land and con�nent 

   may be  united, and that hatred and division be no more.  Even so quickly come that all may be 

   filled with your grace – and that like Joseph, we may treat others with the same mercy we  

   receive from you. O giver of hope, 

  [C] Hear our prayer. 

  [P] Come, Lord Jesus, to remind all who endure the darkness of suffering of the day you have 

   promised when there will be no more sorrow, no more hurt.  Comfort and strengthen them 

   Lord, reminding them that you are, indeed, our refuge and strength: a very present help in 

   �me of trouble, especially… (Pastoral pe��ons are offered)  O giver of hope,  

  [C] Hear our prayer.  

  [P]  As we open our hearts with our personal prayers offered  both in our hearts and on our lips…  

   (Congrega�onal pe��ons may be offered silently or aloud)    O giver of hope, 

  [C] Hear our prayer. 

  [P] O come, O come, Emmanuel: fill us with undying hope that comes to all who know you are 

   with us.  O come, strong branch of Jesse, free us from Satan’s tyranny; O come blest dayspring 

   come and cheer our spirits by your advent here - disperse the gloomy clouds of night – and 

   death’s  dark shadows put to flight, for we rejoice!   We rejoice that Emmanuel is coming to us 

   this day and every day, as into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trus�ng 

   in your mercy thru your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

  [C] Amen. 
 

Stand  
 

Sharing God’s Peace 
  [P] The peace of the Lord be with you always! 

  [C] And also with you! 
 

Sit 



Offering                                  Our gifts of possessions are joyfully given to Christ’s Kingdom  

          Sing of Mary, Pure and Lowly     S.C. Melo  (1944-1992)                        Trinity Choir 
 

Stand          
 

The Presentation                                            

  
                              
  
  

        
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Offertory Prayer   
 [P] God of abundance, 

 [C] we bring before you the precious fruits of your crea>on, and with them our very lives. Teach us  

  pa>ence and hope as we care for all those in need un>l the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord.  

  Amen. 
 

†  THE HOLY EUCHARIST  † 
The Great Thanksgiving                                                                           
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Words of Ins�tu�on   
 [P] Loving God, at this blessed feast we give you thanks and praise. At the very beginning of �me, you 

  spoke the Word that replaced the darkness of chaos with life-giving light: a light which has nurtured 

  genera�ons of people, and plants and creatures, great and small…a light which also revealed the fear 

  and powerlessness caused by corrupt and evil ac�ons…And so you created the Word which would once 

 

   [P]        Lift        up        your   hearts, your  voi -    ces   raise   [C] to      God      e- 

               ter           -nal     sing      our     praise!  [P] Lift    up       your      heart,  your  

            mind,    your     soul [C] we   give     our    thanks, God   we       ex       -tol! 

     All            praise     to        you,      e  — ter  —   nal      Son,     whose ad    –vent 

      has           our        free  -     dom      won!      Whom with         the       Fa  -      ther 

       we         a     -    dore;    and       Ho  -     ly        Spir  -      it,       ev  -      er  -     more! 

  and for all dispel the darkness of chao�c and clouded lives. 

  Through your love for the world the Word became flesh and lived among us. As the angels caroled  

  glory to you in the highest heavens and peace to all people on earth, so we join with them in declaring 

  the mystery of our faith:  (pastor sings first; congrega�on repeats) 

 

 

  

 

 [P] Holy Lord, God of endless love, heaven and earth are surely full of your glory.  The angels sang of it, the 

  shepherds encountered it, we have been blessed with it. As we await your coming again, we declare 

  with the hosts of heaven and earth:  

 [C] Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace to all people! 

 [P] As you, O God, shared your love and yourself with us in the person of Jesus, so he shared himself with 

  us in loving us and giving himself for us. On that never-to-be-forgo2en night, as he sat at the table and 

  broke bread with his friends, he gave thanks, and said:  'Take and eat; this is my body which is broken 

  for you.  Do this, and remember me.  

  A$er they had eaten, he took the cup, again gave thanks, and said:  'Remember me as you drink from 

  this, for it is the blood of my life, poured out for you: the beginning of a new rela�onship with God. 

  Send the power of your Holy Spirit upon us, that we may experience the presence of the Word- 

  made-flesh - Jesus Christ. Breathe your Spirit in us that we may be one body with him - faithfully  

  following and serving him, and awai�ng with expecta�on the coming of his kingdom. Amen. And, hear 

  us, Lord, as we are so bold to pray as you taught us:   
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 [P] We break this bread and take this cup so that we can all share in the life of Christ. Send down, O Lord, 

  your Holy Spirit on these gi$s of wine and bread to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup 

  with courage and wisdom to pursue love and jus�ce in all the world.  

 [C] Amen! 

 
The Invitation 
 [P] Christ has given us a new commandment: that we love one another as he has first loved us. So, come 

  and eat: the bread of life, the cup of salvation; the gifts of God for the people of God.  Take them in 

  remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

        [C]       Thanks be to God. 

Sit 

 
 
 


