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 Samantha Anderson 

The Community Music School of 
the Piedmont hosts classes here at 
Trinity weekly with the mission to 
provide high quality music instruc-
tion and performance opportunities 
for all members of the community. 
The school offers a wide variety of 

music options for all ages and skill levels including 
Music Together: an internationally recognized early 
childhood music and movement program for children 
from birth through age 7—and the grownups who love 
them, based on the developmentally appropriate recog-
nition that all children are musical. Call the 592-3040 
for more information. 

Ways to connect with people you may not like:  
     When you’re out and about, observe who you avoid, judge, or 

steer clear of: someone with an outrageous hair style, body cov-

ered in ta.oos, a tacky truck or beat-up car…maybe an unfamiliar 

accent, a different skin color, or a ‘surprising’ fashion sense. 

Smile. Say hello. Strike up a conversa3on. These are the very 

people to go toward, not because they need you necessarily, but 

because you need them. If your first reac3on is “Tsk, tsk!,” open 

your mouth and say hello.  

     Or, while shopping or dining out, speak to someone you 

wouldn’t normally talk to, even if it’s just about the weather.  

     At first, you might not like any of these; as you get to know 

them more, they might really rub you the wrong way.  

     Perfect. It means they may have something you need — a new 

way of looking at the world, a different style of communica3on, a 

dis3nc3ve way of processing informa3on or even a unique way of 

understanding God which you may have never considered. 
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 A Tale of Two Words…or 3 
 Chris3an Scripture makes lots of ‘sugges�ons’ for living a ‘Christ-

like’ life – ideas that many, I suspect, find troublesome- even impossible, to 

live up to: “Turn the other cheek”, “Love your enemies”, “Forgive 70 �mes 

7”, “If you have two cloaks – give one away to someone who doesn’t have 

any”, for starters. One of the most broadly misunderstood is John 15.12 - 

the words we hear every Sunday at the Invita3on to the Eucharist - Jesus 

says: ‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved 

you.’ And, another – o>en abused to cra> the illusion of self-righteous im-

portance - is Ma.hew 7: “Do not judge, so that you may not be judged.”  

The reality is that, as Chris3ans, yes, we are called to love everyone. But 

don’t worry if you don’t like all of them.  

 I had a “mini-debate” with a member about the “love/like” thing 

just last week: him cas3ng a wary eye on my theological dis3nc3on between 

the two, while I shared the fact that Jesus never u.ered one Aramaic sylla-

ble about liking other people, because like and love are not the same . 

 

Loving vs. Liking 
 Liking is an emo�on based on mutual good feelings (physical or 

psychological), shared personality traits, the reciprocity of sa3sfying individ-

ual needs, etc. Whereas love involves a profoundly tender, passionate affec-

3on; a feeling of warm personal a.achment; strong preference, or enthusi-

asm toward someone or some thing.  I like Brussel sprouts, but I certainly 

don’t love them. Alterna3vely, I love my grandchildren – but, some3mes, I 

don’t like what they do.  

Biblical love in the Jesus context, on the other hand, is a reflec3on 

of the Greek understanding of agape, one of several vastly different words 

that define specific kinds of love in New Testament language: ‘Agape defines 

God's immeasurable, incomparable love for humankind: selfless, sacrificial, 

and uncondi�onal - not con�ngent on any value or worth in the object being 

loved, and doesn’t consider beforehand whether love will be effec�ve or 

appropriate.”** 

 As author Rebekah Simon-Peter observes, “Jesus’ own circle of 

followers included people who didn’t like each other: the quiet and the head-

strong; those who stepped out of the boat and those whose faith was small-

er than a mustard seed; fishermen and scholars, tax collectors and the heavi-

ly-taxed, siblings in compe��on, Pharisees and Zealots. Because of the var-

ied gi7s they brought to the table,” she con3nues, “the movement survived. 

They may have grown to love each other in �me, but I doubt they all liked 

each other. Jesus knew the value of diversity, and prac�ced it.”* 
Con3nuing with Simon-Peter’s observa3ons: “liking everyone, 

especially at church, is usually a bad sign. It’s an indica�on that your church 

may be in decline.  You’re either not paying a9en�on…you’ve recently been 

unexpectedly snatched from the jaws of death making all of life joyous and 

nobody, I mean nobody, could rain on your parade…or, you’re not telling the 

truth . 

Let’s face it: even though we’re caring and kind to people, deep 

down inside certain people bother us. A lot. And being bothered by others is 

a good sign. It means that there is a certain amount of diversity: genera�on-

al, theological, poli�cal, or cultural - or maybe it’s simply a difference in 

‘style:’ they lead with the head, and you lead with the heart. Diversity can be 

annoying in the short-term, but is vital for long-term sustainability. We need 

those differences, even if we don’t like them. Healthy DNA, robust ecosys-

tems, and strong economies all depend upon diversity.”  

Can you imagine if all Jesus’ disciples were clones of Peter? Or 

Martha? Or Mary? Or you?   

“Liking everyone brings a curious trouble: stability, dependability, 

and predictability probably rule the day, and there is a lack of daring, risk-

taking, adventurous, visionary, overly-emo�onal or off-the-wall people,” 

Simon-Peter concludes. “While liking-everyone-harmony keeps the annoy-

ance factor at bay, it also means that you’re missing out on new ways of 

thinking, sensing, and understanding. We need the ability to be nimble. 

When guided by a strong Kingdom-oriented vision with lots of buy-in, You 

might just learn to love them - even if you don’t like them. And, as we find 

ways of doing ‘Kingdom work’ together, you’ll discover the curious strength 

of partnering with people…you may not even like.” 

 

And About that JUDGING thing… 
 Jesus’ o>-quoted command not to judge others (Ma.hew 7:1) is 

almost invariably quoted in complete disregard of its context. Many use this 

verse to try to silence their cri3cs, interpre3ng it: “You don’t have the right 

to tell me that I’m wrong.”  But, his command that we not judge others 

doesn’t mean we can’t show discernment. “Do not give dogs what is sacred; 

do not throw your pearls to pigs,” he says immediately a>er; and a li.le 

later in Ma.hew 7: “Watch out for false prophets. . . . By their fruit you will 

recognize them…” How can we discern the “dogs” and the “pigs” and those 

“false prophets” unless we have the ability to make a judgment call on doc-

trines and deeds? Jesus gives us permission to tell right from wrong. 

 We judge people daily: teachers judge correct and incorrect an-

swers on a test; the DMV judges our ability/inability to safely operate a mo-

tor vehicle. As a mechanism for dealing with sin as defined in civil law, juries 

judge our guilt or innocence. In saying, “Do not judge,” Jesus was not saying, 

“Anything goes” - or that we shouldn’t iden3fy sin for what it is, based on 

God’s objec3ve and eternal defini3on of sin and truth. Anything that contra-

dicts that divine Truth is a lie—but, of course, to call something a lie is also 

to pass judgment. 

 Superficial judgment: passing judgment based solely on appear-

ances is both wrong and sinful. Hypocri�cal judgment is also wrong and 

stands against “God’s objec3ve and eternal defini3on of sin and truth.” 

Harsh, unforgiving judgment is wrong, and so is self-righteous judgment: 

wrong because we are called to humility. And, untrue judgment-bearing 

false witness (‘lying’)- is clearly a biblical “no-no” as well.*** 

 So, the next 3me you’re faced with having to love someone you 

don’t like, remember that you’re not being judgmental, but faithful.  

Pastor Cam 

See back pg for prac�cal 

ideas on this subject. 

_____________________ 

*Bloesch, D. G. (2006). God, the 

Almighty: Power, Wisdom, Holi-

ness, Love  (p. 145). Downers 

Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.) 

**Rebekah Simon-Peter, The Jew 

Named Jesus and Green Church. 
*** Ken Sande , Judging Others: 

The Dangers of Playing God from 

www. got ques/ons.org  



Sewing for the Savior: Join us at 
9:30 AM on Tuesdays, February 14 
and 28. In the case of inclement weath-
er, if Frederick Country schools are 

closed, we will not meet. 
 We always enjoy sewing for about an hour and a 
half and then have a snack and wonderful fellowship. 
Anyone who enjoys hand sewing or would like to learn 
is welcome to join us. Our quilts go to members and 
friends of the congregation who are ill or grieving. We 
also sell them from time to time at the church bazaars. 
We have raised enough funds to purchase new green 
paraments.   
 

The LCW will meet in the par lor  at NOON on Tues-
day, February 14. Bring a bag lunch! We will meet at 
noon in March, too.  In the case of inclement weather, if 
Frederick Country schools are closed, we will not meet. 

 

Souper Bowl Sunday is Sunday, Febru-
ary 5. Everyone is asked to bring a can of 
soup to church that morning. All donations 
will be given to the Stephens City United 
Methodist Church Food Bank. 
 

Sweetheart Luncheon  Join us Sunday, Feb-
ruary 12 at 11:30AM for lunch. We’ll provide 
the main dish, you are asked to bring a side 
dish or dessert.  
 

Collecting Canned Goods!  In an effor t to eliminate 
some of the pressure of collecting so much food at the 
holidays, we’re going to try something new.  Each 
month we will spotlight a certain canned food item. 
You are asked to bring that particular item in during the 
month.  These will be saved until Nov/Dec and used for 
our holiday baskets.  We hope to cut back to one Food 
Drive this way. 
 February’s canned good is: soup (this will 
start on Sunday Feb. 12, as all soup collected on the 5th 
will go to SCUMC Food Bank). 
 

CCAP Food donations continue. We 
want to make clear that the above men-
tioned canned food collection for holi-
day gift baskets in no way affects our 
continuous collection of all types of 
canned and boxed foods for CCAP. That 
donation bin remains in the front stair-

well and CAAP picks up our donations each time the 
bin is full.  The need for food for those less fortunate in 
our community is constant and never ending, and your 
generosity is greatly appreciated.  
 

Thank you—do you know that since we started putting 
scarves on the front fence, at least 70 have been taken??  
Additionally, someone left a bag of “Clean work 
clothes” on the fence and they were taken away in less 
than 15 minutes. 

On the Trail of Martin Luther 

Interested in a trip to Germany, Au-
gust 23-September 2, 2017 high-
lighting the 500th anniversary of 
the Day of Reformation? Trinity is not sponsoring 
this trip, but it is being led by Kim Begnaud and 
Chris Landes. So, talk to Kim (664-8088, 
kbegnaud0101@yahoo.com) or Chris 
(chris@alphavoyages.com) if you’d like more infor-
mation about the trip. 

Altar Flower Calendar is posted in 
the Parish Hall for those wishing to 
reserve a Sunday to place flowers at 
the altar. Martha Cooley (869-4751) 
has details about where and when to 
order flowers. 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 
will be February 28 beginning at 
6PM.  Everyone come for a wonder-
ful meal of pancakes, sausage and 
apples as we prepare for Lent which 
starts March 1 - Ash Wednesday! 
 

February Birthdays/
Anniversaries 

(These are the ones we have “of record”. If you don’t see your birth-
day or anniversary here, please contact the church office with those 

dates) 

Birthdays:              Anniversaries: 
4-Nathan McCoy         8-Jerry & Maxine Rogers 

6-Elizabeth Daniels-Streun 18–Ralph & Carolyn  
9-Tammy Craun   Gregory 

12-Harper Ortiz  26-Rachel & Anthony  
17-Jennifer McCoy   Ortiz 

24-Vickie Hollis 

25-Jared Rogers 

 

 

The Red Wagon Ministry: Also dur ing February 
we will be accepting your donations of all sizes of 
infant diapers and baby wipes. The families The Red 
Wagon cares for often face daily economic uncer-
tainties working minimum wage jobs with little or no 
benefits. For these “working poor” parents the cost 
of diapers can eat up more than six percent of their 
gross income. Watch for the actual red wagon in the 
sanctuary at the beginning of February, and place 
your donations throughout the month in there.  
 

March 2 we will be providing a meal for  WATTS. 
Please contact Martha Cooley or Vickie Hollis ifyou 
are willing to help by providing a donation for food 
or providing food.  

ĞÑNǾÞMǾŘ ČĆĈĐ 
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6PM Girl Scouts 

3 

 

Pastor’s Day off 

4  

 

9:30AM CMS 

5  Souper Bowl 

Sunday 
 9:30 Worship 

10:45 Christian 

     Ed 

 

6 7 

10AM CMS 

 

 

 

6PM Choir 

7PM Council 

8 
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6PM Girl Scouts 

10 

 

Pastor’s Day off 

11 

 

9:30AM CMS 

12  Noisy Offer-

ing—WATTS 

9:30 Worship 

10:45 Christian Ed 

11:30AM  
Sweetheart Lunch 

2-5PM private par-
ty, PH 

13 14 

 

 

 

 

9:30AM Sewing 

10AM CMS 

12:30 LCW 

6PM Choir 

15 

 

 

 

 

 

16 

 

 

 

 

 

6PM Girl Scouts 

17 

 

Pastor’s Day off 

18 

 

9:30AM CMS 

19 

 

9:30 Worship 

10:45 Christian 

     Ed 

20 Presidents’                  

                day 

21 

 

10AM CMS 

 

 

 

 

 

6PM Choir 

22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5:30 Comm. 
Meal 

23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6PM Girl Scouts 

24 

 

Pastor’s Day off 

25 

 

9:30AM CMS 

26 

 

9:30 Worship 

10:45 Christian 

     Ed 

27 28   Shrove      

        Tuesday 
9:30AM Sewing 

10AM CMS 

 

 

6PM Choir 

6PM Pancake 
Supper 

    

Church office hours: 

M onday– Thursday, 8:00AM-1:00PM 

Community 

Meal Menu 
Chili 

Cornbread 

Salad 

Dessert 

CMS—Community Music School 

Dog’s turn in ice cave. 

Me, stay warm. 


