
Trinity Lutheran Church 
810 Fairfax St. 
Stephens City, VA  22655 
 
Address Service Requested 

MARCH WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

 Greeters  Lector   Communion Asst.                  Acolyte/Crucifer  

 

05 Berne�a Jenkins  Amy Hall   Amy Hall, Mary Anderson  Michael Perry 

 
12 Pauline Fretz  Joe Hollis   Joe Hollis, Carole Pfisterer  Sarah Chichester 

 
19 Sid Dailey   Ray Steuhmeier  Barry Hockenberry, Sue Scheulen Cody & Will Wolf 

 
26 Berne�a Jenkins  Stacey Clark  Mary Anderson, Amy Hall  Michael Perry 

  

 If you would like to become a greeter, lector or communion assistant, speak to Pastor Cam, or Lore!a Koontz (678-3832; n5474r@aol.com) 

March 1 
Ash Wednesday 

 

Worship Services: 

 

Noon  

7:00PM 

                  Trinity Times   
Trinity Lutheran Church [ELCA] 

 Stephens City, Virginia 
   “A Creative Christian Community” 

                         540.869.4019; trinitychurchvirginia@gmail.com 

March 2017 

 “There are Baptists, Methodists, Episco-
palians; Presbyterians, Lutherans, and  Congrega-

tionalists. There are Disciples of Christ, Seventh-

day Adventists and Jehovah's Witnesses, Moravi-
ans, Quakers…and that's only for starters…” 

That’s the way Frederick Buechner begins 
a muse in his book W histling In the Dark he calls 
“Denominations.” He continues: “New denomina-
tions spring up; old denominations split up – now,  
the question is not, Are you a Baptist? but, What 
kind of a Baptist?” A town with less than 500 may 
have 3 or 4 denominations - and none of them 
more than a quarter full on a good Sunday.”   

I thought about that in relationship to Trin-
ity and Trinity’s relationship to the other congre-
gations in Stephens City. There are, really, only 4 
“Mainline” churches here: Trinity, the Methodists, 
the Mennonites, and Sherando Presbyterian.  All 
the rest are “emerging” or “non-denominational” 
congregations or “Pentecostal” in flavor – with 
whom we “mainline” pastors (who, frankly, don’t 
have that much to do with each other to start with) 
have absolutely no contact (their choice, not ours).   

And, that’s too bad, because we all end-up 
losing. 

Buechner observes, “There are some genu-
ine differences between them, of course: they tend 
to worship in different forms; some read the Bible 
more literally than others; if you examine the fine 
print, you may even come across some relatively 
minor theological differences… 

“but if you were to ask the average 
member of any (of them) to explain those dif-
ferences, you would be apt to be met with a 
long, unpregnant silence,” because “by and large 
they all believe pretty much the same things and 
are confused about the same things…” And, here 
is where Buechner makes his salient point: 
“However, it is not so much differences that 
keep the denominations apart as it is something 
more nearly approaching ‘team spirit:’  

“Somebody from a long line of Mennon-
ites would no more consider crossing over to the 

Methodists than a Red Sox fan would consider 
rooting for the Mets!  Even bricks and mortar 
have a lot to do with it:  if your  mother  was 
married there - and so were you - and so was your 
oldest son; and your grandparents are buried in the 
cemetery just beyond the Sunday school wing. 
What on earth would ever persuade you to join 
forces with the Lutherans in their building down 
the street?  

“So what,” he asks, “if none of you can 
pay the minister more than a pittance, and you all 
have as hard a time getting more than 30 to fill the 
sanctuary built for 200 as you do raising money to 
cover the annual heating bill?...” 

 What a shame, huh? All the duplication of 
effort and waste of human resources…all the con-
fusion about what the Church really ‘is’…all the 
counterproductive competition and unnecessary 
expense. Beuchner rightly observes that, “By the 
time you're through, you don't know whether to 
laugh or cry.” 

 When Jesus took the bread and said, ‘This 
is my body which is broken for you,’ both Beuch-
ner (and I) conclude: “it's hard to believe that even 
in his wildest dreams he foresaw the ludicrous 
brokenness of the Church as his Body.  There's no 
reason why everyone should be Christian in the 
same way, and every reason to leave room for dif-
ferences, but  

if all the competing factions of Christen-
dom were to give as much of themselves to the 
‘high calling’ and ‘holy hope’ that unite them 
as they do to the relative inconsequentialities 
that divide them, the Church would look more 
like the Kingdom of God…and less like an un-
godly mess.” 

 Makes sense, doesn’t it? 

Blessings! 

Pastor Cam 



Sewing for the Savior: Join us at 9:30 
AM on Tuesdays, March 14 and 28. In 
inclement weather, if Frederick Country 
schools are closed, we will not meet. 

  

The March LCW meeting is TBD—watch the bulle-
tin for announcements once plans are finalized.  
 

Collecting Canned Goods!  In an effor t to eliminate 
some of the pressure of collecting so much food at the 
holidays, each month we will spotlight a certain canned 
food item. You are asked to bring that particular item in 
during the month.  These will be saved until Nov/Dec 
and used for our holiday baskets.  We hope to cut back 
to one Food Drive this way. 
 March’s canned good is: green beans 
 

CCAP Food donations continue. We want to make 
clear that the above mentioned canned food collection for 
holiday baskets in no way affects our continuous collec-
tion of all types of canned and boxed foods for CCAP. 
That donation bin remains in the front stairwell.  
 

March Birthdays 
(These are the ones we have “of record”. If you don’t see your birthday or 

anniversary here, please contact the church office with those dates) 

Birthdays:    Anniversaries:  
1-Darla Wolf    14-William Wolf 
3-Robert Carbaugh, Amy Groah 16-Tammy Rogers 

5-Jessica Susser   17-Rebecca Hall 
8-Sue Scheulen   21-Jasmine Sharp 

11-Kevin Barna   24-Mike Perritt 
12-Nicole Legare   

 

March 2 we will be providing a meal for  WATTS. 
Please contact Martha Cooley or Vickie Hollis if you are 
willing to help by providing a donation for food or 
providing food.  
 

 

Sunday, March 12, @ 2AM Daylight Savings 
Time begins. Spring your clocks forward one 
hour before going to bed on Saturday, the 11th. 
 

 
Catch us online! Did you miss church? 
Want to hear the pastor’s sermon again? 
Would you like to show a friend or 
neighbor what your church is like? Now 
you can do that! We have a YouTube channel, and Pastor 
Cam edits and uploads the service each week. (We are 
STILL looking for someone to take the responsibility of 
editing and uploading off his hands, please!)  
 Go to: youTube.com and in the search box tupe: 
Trinity Lutheran Church Stephens City VA and you will 
find us! You can also go directly there from the YouTube 
icon on our webpage: trinitychurchvirginia.com. 
 

 

You have two great opportunities to enjoy delicious 
food and wonderful fellowship with your Trinity 
family this month: 
 

March 12 we will have a Potluck German Meal 
after worship. Remember what fun this was 
last year? Lots of new and different dishes to 
try, some we liked, some we didn’t, but it was 
a great time! We’re doing it again this year, 
with an added bonus: in celebration of the 
500th anniversary of the Reformation we will 
watch travel icon Rick Steve’s “Luther and 
the Reformation”. Kim Begnaud and Chris 
Landes will also give a very brief overview of 
their planned trip to German later in the year.  

(see next article) 
 

The following Sunday, March 19, we will 
have a second potluck—this time Irish, in 
celebration of St. Patrick’s Day.   
 

If you need help with a recipe for either of 
these meals, feel free to contact Kim Begnaud (868-

0084), or Brenda in the church office.  
 

On the Trail of Martin Luther 

Interested in a trip to Germany, August 23-

September 2, 2017 highlighting 
the 500th anniversary of the Day 
of Reformation? Trinity is not 
sponsoring this trip, but it is be-
ing led by Kim Begnaud and 
Chris Landes. So, talk to Kim 
(664-8088, kbegnaud0101@yahoo.com) 

or Chris (chris@alphavoyages.com) if 
you’d like more information about the trip. 
 

Our March Noisy Offering will benefit Holy Can-
noli Bakery in Winchester. The bakery's employees 
are local homeless people looking for work. The 
workers volunteer their time, and all baked goods are 
sold on a donation basis, which means customers 
pay whatever he or she can afford. The bakery is 
open every Tuesday from 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. in 
the morning at 214 Piccadilly Street. Holy Cannoli 
also delivers baked goods right to your door. To 
place an order, call or text (540) 550-4086. 

The Virginia Synod is looking for you!!! At this 
year’s Synod Assembly there are 21 lay positions 
open that will need to be filled. A list of positions 
and the expectations are in the brochure rack in the 
Narthex. Please, take a moment and look them over. 
This may be a way you are being called to serve! 
 Also,  if you would like to see a copy of the 
results of the survey about what Virginia Lutherans 
are looking for in a new bishop, speak to Brenda in 
the church office. 

March 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 ASH  

WEDNESDAY 

 

Noon Worship 

 

 

7PM Worship 

2 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30PM Girl 
Scouts 

3 4 

 

 

2-5PM PH  
          reserved 

5 

9:30 Worship 

10:45 Christian 

Education 

6 7 

 

10AM CMS 

 

 

6PM Choir 

7PM Council 

8 9 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30PM Girl 
Scouts 

10 11 

12 Noisy Offer-

ing: Holy Cannoli 
Bakery 
9:30 Worship 

10:45 Christian 

Education 

11:30 German Pot-
luck & Luther film 

13 14 

 

9:30AM Sewing 

10AM CMS 

Noon LCW 

 

 

6PM Choir 

15 16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30PM Girl 
Scouts 

17 18 

19 

9:30 Worship 

10:45 Christian 

Education 

11:30 St. Patty’s 
potluck lunch 

20 21 

 

10AM CMS 

 

 

 

6PM Choir 

22 

 

 

 

 

 

5:30PM Comm. 
                 Meal 

23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30PM Girl 
Scouts 

24 25 

26 

9:30 Worship 

10:45 Christian 

Education 

27 28 

 

9:30AM Sewing 

10AM CMS 

 

 

6PM Choir 

 

 

29 30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30PM Girl 
Scouts 

31  
Community Meal 

Menu 
Breaded fish filet 

mac & cheese 

broccoli 

dessert 

CMS—Community Music School 

Church office hours: 

Monday– Thursday, 8:00AM-1:00PM 


