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There’s been a lot of hulla-bal-oo about a new 

term introduced into the English lexicon a few days ago 

from Washington: “alternative facts.”  Now, I – for one – 

don’t know what they actually meant by that unusual 

oxymoronic expression – but, maybe it was like the local 

sheriff who was looking for a deputy: one of the 

applicants –‘Bubba:’ known around town as not the 

brightest crayon in the box - applied.  

"Okay," the sheriff began the interview: "what is 

1 and 1?"  

"Eleven," came the reply.  

The sheriff started to laugh in amazement. But, 

he thought a second – and concluded: "Well, that's not 

what I meant, but he's right…" 

“Ahhh, OK – ummmn, what two days of the week  

start with the letter 'T'?"  

"That’s easy,” Bubba smiled: “today & tom-

orrow."  

Again, the sheriff was shocked at the answer - 

one he’d never even thought of himself. 

“Hummm…again: not what I was going for,” he thought.  

“But, that’s right in its own little weird way…”  

"Now, listen carefully,” the sheriff slowly and 

deliberately asked: “Who killed Abraham Lincoln?"  

Bubba frowned, scratched his head, pursed his 

lips, closed his eyes tightly, thought really hard for a 

minute, and finally admitted, "I don't know."  

"Well, Bubba - why don't you go home and work 

on that one for a while?," the sheriff recommended.  

Bubba got up, walked out the door and across 

the street to some of his buddies who were anxious to 

hear the results of the interview.  

"The job’s mine!,” Bubba announced with a 

cheery smile.  “The interview went great! first day on the 

job - and I'm already working a murder case!" 

 Is that what they meant by “alternative facts?” 

              Today is Jesus' first day on the job, as well and, 

he immediately confronts 3 major temptations, and one 

question which will determine the outcome of his entire 

life: how does a man act when he’s God's Son? 

 We’re now 4 days into the season of Lent – not 

counting today ‘cause Sundays aren’t a part…a season 

replete with words like “sacrifice,” “repentance” 

“atonement’ and, today: “temptation:”  Words that link 

us to the trials life often globs at us: the crosses which 

need to be borne, the discipline needed to "fight the 

good fight…" There’s a sense about lent in which the 

Church rolls-up its sleeves, spits into its collective hands, 

and we all chant – at least inside - "Let's win this one for 

the Gipper!"  

 But, is that really what Lent should be all about? 

Isn’t it a bit ironic that - at the very time when our faith 

seems to point us to what Christ has done for us, we 

become engrossed on our own spirituality? The 

disciplines and exercises are important: very important – 

but perhaps not in the way we’ve come to think.  It’s not 

about us – not about us at all: not about us reaching 

some sort of goal, achieving some sort of victory over our 

human nature - not about ‘winning’ anything for anyone.  

They’re important – vital even: not to demonstrate how 

strong we are in our Lenten “disciplines,” but to show us  

the impossibility of doing any of them by ourselves.  

 Remember the old spiritual: (singing) 

“Jesus walked this lonesome valley - had to walk it by 

himself. Oh: nobody else could walk it for him; he had to 

walk it by himself...” OK. Good enough - almost describes 

what we heard in the gospel reading: Jesus alone in the 

wilderness, famished, lonely - enduring excruciatingly 

‘devilish’ temptations…but then, it gets a little ‘squirrly’ 

– theologically-speaking: 

“You must go and stand your trial - have to stand 

it by yourself…Oh, nobody else can stand it for you; you 

have to stand it by yourself…” 

 Doesn’t sound like a Gospel message does it?: 

Good news? That’s because it really isn’t: the Good News 

is, actually, just the opposite: news that - because of 

Jesus Christ – we don’t- ever again - have to stand any 

trial alone. 

 Kendall McCabe in his book Path of the Phoenix, 

writes that the first temptation Jesus met was the 
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temptation to believe that meeting people’s physical 

needs alone is all God really wants: taking solace in how 

many bowls we’ve served up at community meals, or 

how many Christmas boxes we delivered, or how many 

dozen diapers we crammed into the “little red wagon.” 

They’re all important - vital even – to making ministry 

meaningful, but, they’re more about how much we’ve 

done than what God has enabled us to do - and, as such,  

are little more than what’s been described as ‘sentimen-

talized ministry:’ a subtle form of works righteousness – 

as Satan twists that which is ‘good’ into that which is – 

really – pretty awful.  Even Easter eggs often become 

deviled eggs… 

 A second temptation designed to undermine the 

ministry of Christ – whether in Jesus' day or ours - is that 

which would convince us to measure success by the 

world's yardstick.  But, the Truth is that our ministry will 

be most successful not when we’re calling attention to 

ourselves, but when we simply seek to be faithful to the 

Word of our Lord.   

Yes, here at Trinity, we do call attention to 

ourselves: through innovative programs, creative 

activities – all designed to help the ‘other’ or to let the 

world know the kind of Gospel work we’re about…not 

about how ‘wonderful’ we are… 

 The third temptation is to believe the end 

justifies the means:  that is, whenever the Church, or any 

one of its members enjoys success and comfort in the 

kingdoms of this world at the expense of someone else's 

dignity and human worth, we are engaging in nothing 

less than worshipping the Evil One: who wants nothing 

more than to rob humankind of the dignity of the Divine 

image. 

 Interesting that Jesus wasn’t led thru the 

bawdiness of Bourbon Street, or into the cacophony of 

Wall Street: the Tempter encountered Jesus in the 

solitude of the wilderness:  the wilderness of the human 

heart. That’s where the tempter always strikes: always 

promising what he cannot deliver…always devising 

special effects more convincing than anything Hollywood 

could ever do…always whispering: “Just one time”- one 

split second of time: one drink, one joint, one fling, one 

lie… “Just once,” he says.  “Just once…”  

And, we know what happens then.  

 The heart is always at odds with God as today's 

1st lesson from Genesis points up: Adam and Eve blew it 

for all of us by making the wrong choice with their 

freedom: to be ‘like God’- something we all still want to 

be. and – confirmands: with each choice you make comes 

what? (a consequence) Their story is our story. 

 William Willimon, in his book What's Right With 

the Church writes about leading an adult class studying 

this story of the temptation - and he asked how’re we 

tempted today.  

 A young salesman spoke up: "Temptation is 

when your boss offers you a bigger sales territory – “a 

real opportunity!,” he said it was. We believe you’re 

going places.” 

“But I don't want a bigger sales territory," I told 

him.  "I'm already gone from home four nights a week - 

it wouldn't be fair to my wife and daughter." " 

That’s who we’re asking you to do this for," his 

boss countered. “Don't you want to be a good father? 

Your little girl doesn't take much money now, but think 

about the future. I'm only asking you to do this for 

them…"  

 “Now that,” the young man told the class, "is 

temptation." 

But, there are others: a teen-ager told his 

parents he was going to run away from home: "I'm 

leaving and there’s nothing you can do to stop me. I want 

excitement, and adventure - beautiful women, money, 

and fun!” 

 As he headed for the door, his father ran toward 

him. "Dad," the boy said firmly, "you heard what I said. 

Don't try to stop me."  

"Stop you?," the father said, "Shoot: I'm going 

with you!" 

All of us live under temptation – and forgetting 

that makes us subject to the greatest temptation of all:   

to think there is none. It makes us like the deer hound 

that started out chasing a beautiful big buck. But, a fox 

crossed the path, and the hound began trailing the fox. 

After a while, a rabbit appeared, and the hound chased  

the rabbit. Down the road, a mouse crossed the trail and 

the hound followed the mouse to its burrow.  

You see what happens?: he started out trailing a 

buck and ended up watching a mouse hole.  Yet, we can 

do all things thru Christ who strengthens us” – even 

avoiding the detours temptation would send us on – and 

the mouse holes we find for ourselves. Amen.  
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