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I don’t know who’s dumber: the folks who never 

gave going to church today even a first thought, or us: 

sitting here as we do year upon year upon year – listening 

to the same ancient story, remembering the images we 

had of Easter as kids, and now – as adults – trying ever so 

desperately to make our rational, “I’m from Missouri – 

so show me,” minds even partially believe it. 

Easter is the most challenging annual encounter  

that faith and knowledge ever share. Knowledge tells us 

‘how’ things happened. Faith tells us ‘why.’  

But, then comes Easter… 

There’s nothing subtle about Easter – it doesn’t 

begin as a gradual dawn of ‘good’ over ‘evil.’ Easter 

begins with an earthquake. And, earthquakes are meant 

to be taken seriously. Christmas doesn’t have the same 

intellectual challenges: only the virginity question - and, 

if you don’t make too big a deal out of it, you can put it 

on the back burner, because - either way - it really 

doesn’t change the story. But, not so with Easter.   

There’s nothing you can hedge your bets on… 

nothing that your intellect can honorably ignore, and not 

anything that you can gloss over and still consider 

yourself a person of faith – at least not Christian faith. 

Easter is the big ‘show down,’ the ‘last round-up’ 

for faith - the ultimate ‘come to Jesus’ moment: either he 

did…or he didn’t arise from that grave. That’s the only 

meaningful part of the whole Easter story: either this 

man – Jesus - defeated the power of death and is living 

still – or, he didn’t. Nothing painted ‘gray’ there.  

But we’re so conditioned by ‘facts:’ hypotheses, 

and chemical reactions; cause and effect. However, 

Quantum Physics – a relatively new branch of science - 

sees – on the macro level, for example – that good ole 

‘Newtonian mechanics’ work just fine: a rock will fall, a 

tree takes up measurable space…at that level seeing the 

world – as Newton did – as a collection of autonomous 

parts– separate but interacting. 

 But, at the micro level of quantum particles: the 

tiny, invisible stuff of which all things are made – ‘down 

there’-at that level-scientists find ‘undivided wholeness’-  

so inexorably entwined that the observer can’t even be 

separated from what is being observed: facts that you 

can’t even see. 

But, that’s the way we think. That’s just us. We 

have such a hunger to ‘explain’ things: that’s where I 

even found myself heading when I first started putting 

this Message together. But, try to ‘explain’ Easter? Who 

can explain a resurrection, any more than explaining Holy 

Baptism or the Eucharist?  Or, for that matter – as Robert 

Fulgum puts it in his delightful poem All I Ever Needed to 

Know I Learned In Kindergarten – who can ‘explain’ 

Nature? “Remember the little seed in the plastic cup?” 

he writes: “the roots go down, and the plant goes up -

and nobody really knows how or why…” 

 Easter, on the other hand, is all about God: 

making a way where there is no way…raising Jesus to 

remind us, once again, of who’s in charge, (Willimon, p. 197) 

loving us when we’re never very ‘loveable…’ 

We don’t ‘explain Easter.  the good news is that 

Easter explains us!” (willimon p. 196) And, it’s first and only 

message is “He is risen – do not be afraid.” And the earth 

shook. 

Easter is all about ‘rising:’ our rising - grabbing 

hold of what God has given to us and, then, running with 

it. (Gomes, p.76) Easter’s about when we stop being afraid of 

what we do know, and afraid of what we do not know; 

about both fear and joy – despite the one, and because 

of the other – encouraging us to get on with the glorious 

business of living and loving - no matter how much, or 

how little, time we may have, because, on Easter, Christ 

has given us a way thru our fear of death, that we may 

live a joyful life – and live it abundantly, because our 

greatest fear is really not the fear of death – our greatest 

fear is the fear of life: fear of failing at something 

important – or succeeding in something unworthy…fear 

of our own very unique personal demons: of hurt and 

pain - both of getting and of giving…of love: finding it and 

losing it…fear, even, of what might happen if we actually 

ever started feeling good – as Christ wants - about 

ourselves.  
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We’re all hostages to fear: defensively and 

cautiously going thru the motions of life until our heart 

beats that last and final time: (Gomes p. 77-78) dying, as they 

say, before we ever live. Yet…again remember: Easter’s 

first and only Word for us is: “He is risen – do not be 

afraid.”  

It’s a lot to swallow - a lot to convince yourself 

of: all this Easter stuff -  believing that the impossible, did 

- indeed – somehow become possible: that death was 

cheated, life was the victor and Christ has shared that 

reality with us…and, it’s a lot to buy that - as a gift of 

God’s undeserved Grace – we, too, share that same 

reality of life with him. 

Why, there’s enough fodder gathered-up there 

for a whole year’s worth of eloquent, thought-provoking 

sermons…but, you’ll have to go someplace else to hear 

those – I only wanna’ make sure we get outta’ here early 

enough to beat the Methodists to the white meat up at 

KFC. 

So, all I have left to say is this: “On the cross, the 

world did all it could to Jesus. On Easter, God did all he 

could for us:” (Willimon P. 197)   

Receive that Easter power as God’s gift of Grace.  

And the earth might just shake again…this time – for you.  

Amen.
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