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There are two very different ‘styles’ when it 

comes to preaching. One is what they call ‘expository:’ 

the kind where the preacher gives you a sheet to take 

notes, and you follow along in your pew Bible. Lots of the 

‘new’ churches use this approach – it’s like Sunday 

School on steroids. 

The other is what I call ‘explanatory’ – the kind I 

usually gravitate to - which takes the lesson, researches 

it’s ‘sitz em laben’ that’s a technical term meaning 

“situation in life,” that is:  what might those who heard 

the story for the very first time have thought, or how 

might they have reacted – given the cultural and 

economic and political environment they were 

experiencing – and then, I try to make sense of it for the 

‘sitz em laben’ of today.  

One gives you a better understanding of 1st 

Century theology…the other: a dose of 21st Century 

reality.  

A lot has changed in 2-thousand years…yet the 

questions still plague us – now, perhaps, more than ever 

before: If the gospel really is the power of God—why 

doesn't everybody who hears it sign on the Christian 

dotted line? If the Bible is the Word of God—why do 

people interpret it in such diverse – and quite dissimilar 

– ways? If Jesus is the Son of God—why doesn't everyone 

believe in him?  

 Christians – especially we ‘mainline’ progressive 

ones – are, once again, in the minority: we show up at 

temple, give our money – sometimes even when we 

don’t really have it to give – packing lunches for a 

summer camp for differently abled kids; buying 

mosquito nets to save lives in Papua New Guinea – of all 

places!…hosting a free monthly meal for the community 

- while the majority of people around us are choosing 

Sunday morning sports or coffee or the excuse of having 

had a ‘hard week’ over what – to us – makes so much 

sense. 

 Brings to mind the title of the book I’m gonna’ 

write – when I get a “round tuit:” Living A New Testament 

Life in An Old Testament World… kinda catchy, don’t ya 

think?  Maybe I could subtitle it: The Art of the Deal… 

 Why are churches shrinking and closing? Is there 

something wrong with the Word?  Is the seed not what 

we thought it was? Are we wasting our time?... 

 Today’s parable offers a possible answer. 

 While Harold Kushner in his book, When Bad 

Things Happen to Good People propositions that, maybe, 

we humans have expanded and contorted our image of 

‘almighty’ God so much - stuffing it with so many 

expectations - that even God can’t realistically meet 

them all. And, maybe, that’s why we often feel 

‘disappointed’ – even hacked-off - at God. 

 In reverse, maybe it’s the same thing with the 

parable today: we’ve been looking at it too narrowly all 

these years: always focusing on the ‘seed,’ when we 

really ought to be looking at the ‘sower.’ 

 Jesus doesn’t say there’s anything wrong with 

the seed, and we’ve always had hard, rocky, and thorny 

soil – and people…but, it’s the ‘sowing’ that seems to be  

the challenge for today. 

 Jesus doesn’t that he’s the ‘sower’ – just that: ‘a’ 

sower went out…” and, extravagantly sowed: hither and 

yon, without even so much as a thought as to where the 

seed was landing. The ‘sower’ just ‘sowed:’ a handful 

here, a cupful there…runs the spreader full tilt down the 

sidewalk, tiptoes thru the tulip field – wherever he is, and 

wherever she goes: dumping seed upon kingdom seed. 

Maybe God doesn’t mean for us to just see ourselves in 

the ‘soil:’ but to invite us into the sowing as well.  

 It’s really not hard work: the ‘seed’ is simply the 

good news of being forgiven…the demonstration of 

God’s Grace and Love in our lives – expressed by a smile 

for a stranger… a pat on the back for a friend…a genuine 

‘How are ya?’… even an occasional listening ear. That’s 

all…It doesn’t take anything ‘special:’ most of the people 

in the bible were anything but ‘special’ – at first; and they 

did some really stupid things. But, God used them – and 

God can use us to sow seeds of the kingdom. 

 I got a Facebook message a while back from a, 

now, middle-aged mother of 2 who – in my first parish 

25 years ago – was…well, as a teenager - let’s just say she 

was not your poster child for Sunday School success. 

 

Trinity Church (ELCA) 
Stephens City, Virginia 

Sunday’s Sermon 
July 16, 2017                      The Rev. Mr. Cameron P. Keyser                   Penteost 6A 



2 

 

 I wrote a lot of postcards back then – especially 

to kids…and even more especially to the kids – like 

Courtney – ‘on the edge’ of church. They weren’t 

anything heavy, just: “Thinkin’ about you…Miss seeing 

you. Hope you’re doin’ OK…Need anything?” – that kind 

of stuff.  

 ‘PC: do you remember sending these to me?’ her 

message began - and to my absolute astonishment: 

attached was a picture of every note I’d ever sent her. 

 ‘I was going through an awful time while you 

were here,’ she went on – ‘and, even though I pretty 

much ignored the church stuff – and you - you still cared 

enough to take the time to write.  I just wanted to say, 

Thank You for being there for me when you didn’t even 

know it.” 

 A seed sown…unrealized, because the ‘fruit’ of 

our ‘spiritual agriculture’ isn’t always measurable – or 

even noticeable because the life is in the seed – not in us. 

That Facebook message was a good reminder for me that 

if I ever feel so arrogant as to consider a little ‘weeding’  

among that which I’ve sown, I’d really better be very 

careful: you can't always tell a nasty weed from a 

beautiful flower. 

 Methodist preacher Leonard Sweet says this 

kingdom to which God is inviting us is a ‘kudzu-kind of 

kingdom:’ anybody here ‘southern’ enough to know 

what kudzu is?  

 Oh yeah: that broad-leaf vine that grows up 

almost every telephone pole and mailbox post south of 

the Mason Dixon…up tree trunks – up your leg if you 

stand in one place too long. Kudzu’s the only plant known 

to have its growth measured in miles per hour. The best 

way to plant it is to throw it over your shoulder and run 

– but, do it at night: if your neighbors see you, they’ll 

likely take you to court.  

 A ‘kudzu kingdom:’ where we plant the seeds, 

and God brings the growth. I like that! 

 A mother took her 10-year-old to the doctor to 

check his ears: seemed to her he had difficulty hearing. 

The doc did all the tests and found nothing physically 

wrong. He put his hand on the boy's shoulder, looked him  

in the eye, and asked: "Son, do you have any trouble 

hearing?" The kid quickly answered, "I don't have trouble 

hearing…I just have trouble listening." Maybe we do, too: 

maybe we’re just not hearing everything God’s inviting 

us to become. 

 A young woman who came to the U.S. from 

Africa went to a meeting at church where they talked 

about evangelism: pamphlets, and missions, door-to-

door campaigns… “What do they do in your church in 

Angola, Maria?” someone asked. She thought – and 

responded: “Well, we don’t give pamphlets to people or 

have missions. We just send a couple Christian families 

to live in a village -  and when people see what a Christian 

is like, they want to become one.” 

 St. Augustine said it best: “Preach the Gospel at 

all times…use words if you have to.”  Amen.
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