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In a Peanuts strip, Lucy’s sitting in her psychiatric 

booth, and Charlie Brown – as usual - is sharing his 

problems: "Sometimes I ask myself questions," he 

begins. "Sometimes I ask myself: 'Is this your real life, or 

is this just a pilot? Is my life a 39-week series, or is it a 

one-time special?'" 

Lucy analyzes – at the speed of light as always: 

"Well, whatever it is," she says, "your ratings are down. 

5 cents, please!" 

You never see Lucy doubting herself…or second 

guessing a decision: it’s Charlie, or Linus or Peppermint 

Patty on the receiving end of Lucy’s tenacious ‘weeding’: 

always in somebody else’s garden. And, in that regard, 

Lucy is a spittin’ image of us.   

We call it ‘meddlin’ or ‘nosin’ or ‘butting in’ –

Jesus calls it, simply: ‘weeding.’ 

So, yes, Charlie Brown…and Barry Hockenberry… 

Marianne Watson and Maxine Rogers…yes, Martha 

Cooley and Cam Keyser: this is your real life. And, it’s a 

full season ‘special’ – very special: a one-time only 

opportunity for all of us to do the right thing and live the 

right way. And weeding other peoples’ gardens isn’t in 

the script. 

Bad weeds and good plants: growing up together 

in a field…servants who want to help yank ‘em out. But, 

the farmer - who owns the field lock stock and barrel –  

says “not now: you might get ‘em mixed-up.  Wait until 

the harvest – then we can tell which is which… 

A cute little story – but a ‘parable:’ which is never 

meant to be ‘cute’ or “to pat us on the bac. A parable 

gives us a kick in the pants…written not to comfort us, or 

to entertain us – but to challenge us and change us. They 

speak out against the status quo…like demonstrators 

waving signs and chanting on the National Mall: parables 

defy our worn-thin, comfortable concepts of how we 

think about God.”  

But, the older I get, the more I observe, and the 

more I experience, the more improbable the observable 

results of the Gospel become. it’s not that we can’t live 

it: with determination, and a lotta help from ‘upstairs’, 

we can live a ‘Gospel lifestyle’ – sometimes a little more, 

sometimes a lot less…but, for it to make any difference  

in the way things turn out…well, that seems more and 

more illusive.  That – like the harvest - is up to God.  

And, honestly, for me, that’s the hardest part: 

“to let go, and let God.” I’m often impatient with his 

timetable, and sometimes even disappointed with what 

seem to be the results. 

Parts of the gospel, as we all know, are harder to 

live than others… and, other than the concept of ‘love,’ 

“do not judge” - which might be the world's favorite 

verse – is also the most misunderstood, misused, 

misapplied and toughest verse in all the Bible. It might be 

Jesus’ most popular quote - but, it’s also the one 

invariably quoted completely out of context: like 

separating the weeds from the wheat this morning: ‘Do 

not judge…’ – Lordy! how often have we heard that? 

People who otherwise ignore the Bible, love – at just the 

right time - to sanctimoniously tell us to:  "Judge not, that 

you be not judged…" Don’t they? Usually when you hear 

it, you can be sure that they’re only trying to silence their 

critics - in essence saying: “You don’t have the right to 

tell me I’m wrong.”  

The noun "judgment" is old, honorable, and 

positive…the adjective is new, harsh, and pejorative.  So, 

how do we confront a wrong — any wrong — when 

we’ve speared the whole principle on the sword of 

political correctness?    

I’ve wanted to tackle this subject for a long time:   

"Thou shalt not judge: true or false?” And, I’ve 

discovered that the answer isn’t the unequivocal "No" 

we often make it out to be. it’s more like: “Well…it all 

depends..." 

To start with, the word for ‘judge’ in the Greek 

has 12 – count ‘em - 12 different shades of meaning. So, 

tell your teacher not to ‘judge’ you when she grades your 

test…and see how she reacts. Tell your boss that when 

she reviews – ‘judges’ – your work performance… tell the 

examiner that when you take your driver’s test…tell the 

jury to be "non-judgmental" with their verdict… 
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Without being "judgmental" our culture would 

never have put an end to slavery, outlawed child labor, 

emancipated women, or ushered in the civil rights 

movement. In saying, “Do not judge,” Jesus was not 

saying, “Anything goes.” in fact, elsewhere – in John 7 – 

he even gives a direct command that we ought to judge: 

“Stop judging by mere appearances, but, instead, judge 

correctly” - that is, identify sin for what it is: ‘missing the 

mark’ of what God wants for us – for our own good and 

the good of the world. 

Anything that contradicts the truth is a lie, not an 

“alternative fact.” But, of course, to call something a “lie” 

is to pass judgment. To call adultery or murder a ‘sin’ is, 

likewise, to pass judgment—but it’s also to agree with 

God. Opposing sin is not wrong. Jesus gives us permission 

to tell right from wrong.  but, we need to be discerning 

in our “right judgement,” and to speak the truth in love.  

Superficial judgment is wrong - based solely on 

appearances. To jump to conclusions before 

investigating the facts is what the Bible would see as 

‘unrighteous’ judgment. And it’s wrong. 

Hypocritical judgment is also wrong: yet, every 

church has "speck inspectors" as in “take the log out of 

your own eye before you try to take the speck out of 

someone else’s.” They’re part of the FBI: the 

Fundamentalist Bureau of Investigation which just loves 

to find fault with others: which is ‘judging’ in its most out-

of-context form. 

Self-righteous judgment is wrong because 

Christians are called to humility; and untrue judgment 

is…well, that’s simply ‘bearing false witness:’ the 9th 

Commandment -  in case it’s slipped your mind. 

You can judge methods - but you can’t judge 

motivations. You can judge the ‘means,’ but you can’t 

judge minds. You can judge what a person does, and let 

him suffer the consequences of his actions - but you can’t 

necessarily judge why a person does it. 

Judgment is wrong when you judge by the wrong 

standard, or in the wrong spirit. Judging others based on 

your opinions, your feelings, your standards, is wrong. 

But it’s never wrong to call wrong ‘wrong’ when God calls 

it wrong. It’s not wrong to confront a person with his sin 

– in fact, it’s wrong – unloving, even - if you don't. One of 

the marks of a ‘spiritual’ person is that they know how to 

judge at the right time, at the right place, in the right way.  

There are times when it’s both right and 

necessary to judge others: confronting the soft relativism 

now disguised as a virtue. And while you can’t judge 

anyone by what others say about them, you can judge 

them by what they say about others. 

Ya’ don’t judge a tree by its leaves, but by its 

fruit. Ya’ don’t judge a book by its cover - but by its 

contents… or a person - anyone:  a baker, a banker, a 

candlestick maker, not even a president – or a pastor – 

any other way than how Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. so 

poignantly put it:  “I have a dream that my 4 little children 

will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged 

by the color of their skin, but by the content of their 

character.”  

That’s Jesus’ dream, too. Amen.  
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