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Jesus may love us now– I believe the Bible tells 

us that, and, I guess that’s authoritative enough – but, 

I’m not so sure he necessarily always thought quite so 

highly.  Don’t take it personally – it has nothing to do with 

our sinful nature, and surely not our denomination – 

Jesus, of course, loves Lutherans...it’s about the fact that 

we are not ‘chosen’ - well, we are now – but we weren’t 

then.  We remain today just like the Canaanite woman 

this morning: we are Gentiles, not Jews.  And, at least in 

this story – at first – Jesus doesn’t seem all that sure 

about us: “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the 

children of Israel,” he tells her – “and I’m surely not going 

to “take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs…” 

Maybe it’s Matthew’s fault: of all the gospels, his 

is the ‘most Jewish:’ the one most geared toward 

convincing the Jews knew that Jesus was, indeed, their 

long-awaited Messiah. So, maybe, we can write that off 

to Matthew’s bias… 

 But, twice in a row: last week and today, Jesus 

seems to have ‘copped’ a real ‘attitude.’ I wanna 

apologize for him – ain’t that “callin’ the kettle black?” – 

because he’s been exhausted since before the ‘big feed’ 

2 weeks ago – back on August 6th – when he tried to get 

away for a vacation. But, I highly suspect my intervention 

is unnecessary – even though there still seems to be 

something a bit amiss. 

 In the story, right before this about the 

Canaanite woman, he’s so, well - “testy,” describing the 

Scribes and the Pharisees as “blind guides of the 

blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will 

fall into a pit.’  

 A wee bit ‘cutting,’ don’t ya think?... 

And then he turns to the disciples who 

questioned him: “Are you also still without 

understanding?” It’s not what goes into the mouth that 

degrades you – but what comes out of the mouth 

proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles…”  

Doesn’t he sound more than a little 

exasperated? 

Then comes his rather insensitive comment to 

the woman – comparing her to a ‘dog’ after, first, 

ignoring her totally – not once, but twice. 

I’m all confused. Is it just me – or is there a 

seemingly double standard going on here? This is not the 

“gentle Jesus meek and mild” we came to know in 

Sunday School. this is a rather raw and harsh Jesus – 

direct, it seems, almost to the point of rudeness: so 

unlike the peaceful, kind Jesus we seem to prefer. 

I’m not so sure I can successfully unravel any of 

this without jumping from ‘scholarship’ to ‘opinion’ – and 

nobody wants to unleash that demon...But, some of 

what I read this week in preparation might shed a little 

light… 

What we know is that the woman in today’s 

gospel is one of only two instances in Matthew  

where a Gentile asks Jesus for a healing – and those 2 

Gentiles: the woman this morning, and the Roman 

centurion at Capernaum whose child was also ill, are the 

only 2 people who Jesus ever praises for their faith. 

We don’t know their names.  We don’t know 

their background or character. Maybe she was a single 

mom with a special needs child…and maybe her husband  

had deserted them - happened back then just as today. 

Maybe the centurion had killed a hundred thousand 

people in his years of service to the Empire…We don’t 

know.  All we know are those 4 little words: “Great is your 

faith” that made them immortal. 4 words that we never 

hear him share with the disciples…don’t guess they ever 

really deserved it: they were usually too busy arguing 

among themselves…thick-headed and often confused – 

seldom motivated by love or concern or compassion – 

only by ‘expedience’-  reminds me of the Secret Service 

guys I used to work with in my previous ‘political 

campaign incarnation.’ It took the “great faith” of 2 

outsiders to – finally - convince Jesus to include us in his 

kingdom as well. 

Faith is often seen as a passive kind of thing: 

called up only when times get tough. But, not here.  

“Great faith” is active, and energetic – maybe even a little 

‘pushy.’  Great faith is that faith which never stops 
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seeking justice:  like the guy headed up to bed one night, 

when his wife told him to go turn off the light he’d left 

on in the shed. But, he hadn't been in the shed all day. 

He looked out, and saw a couple of guys stuffing 

his tools into their burlap bags. So, he naturally called the 

cops: but, nobody was available to respond. He hung up, 

counted to 30 and called again. 

"Oh Hi…ahh, I just called a few seconds ago, 

because a couple of guys are robbing my shed. But, you 

don't have to worry about them now - I just shot ‘em 

both." 

Within 5 minutes there were 8 cruisers in his 

driveway – and 2 very surprised burglars. One of the cops 

said, "I thought you said you'd shot ‘em!" 

The man replied, "I thought you said nobody was 

available." 

Sometimes you gotta get somebody's attention 

any way you can.  

Pushy faith. Clever faith…great faith. Here, Jesus 

invites us to struggle with him - to struggle with our own 

perceptions of who we label as "other." Here, Jesus 

redefines the boundaries of the kingdom as 

unconditional and unlimited. Here – in an anonymous 

‘outsider’ - is the faith into which all are invited - faith for 

people like you and me. 

Jesus is always looking for it – like a gold miner 

bending over a sluice…but, he seldom finds it. Some-

times, he just has to settle for a mustard seed…But, even 

that can be great. Amen. 
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