
Trinity Lutheran Church 
810 Fairfax St. 
Stephens City, VA  22655 
 
Address Service Requested 

DECEMBER WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

 Greeters  Lector   Communion Asst.                   Acolyte/Crucifer  
3  Maxine Rogers Marcie Stern  Carolyn Perry, Tracey Legare        Sarah Chichester, Mike Perry 
10 Maxine Rogers Darla Wolf  Darla Wolf, Tammy Craun  Cody & Will Wolf 
17 Nancy Huffman Nancy Huffman Sue Scheulen, Amy Hall  Becca Hall 
24 AM   C. Pfisterer, L. Koontz   Darla Wolf  Darla Wolf, Carole Pfisterer  Cody & Will Wolf 
      PM  Maxine Rogers Lynn Downs  Mary Anderson, Mike Lambert      Cody, Sarah, Becca 
31 Lynn Downs  Del Craun  Tammy Craun, Carole Pfisterer Becca Hall 

5:00PM Advent Evensong 
Recitalists 

 

December 3, 2017   Jona Masiya - 

 African Drumming 

 

December 10, 2017  Jeff Alban -  

 Organ Recital 

 

December 17, 2017  A Trio - 

  Flute, Violin and Cello   

Important dates for your Calendar: 
 

December 3—Angel Tree goes up 

  5PM Advent Evensong  

December 10—Annual Congregational 

Meeting follows Worship 

  Coat Sunday 

  Angel Tree gifts due 

  5PM  Advent Evensong  

 

December 16—Christmas Basket delivery  

December 17—5PM  Advent Evensong 

December 24—9:30am — Family/Children’s  

   Eucharist 

  11pm — Festival Candlelight  

   Eucharist 

                                     Trinity Times   
Trinity Lutheran Church [ELCA] 

 Stephens City, Virginia 
   “A Creative Christian Community” 

                         540.869.4019; trinitychurchvirginia@gmail.com 

December 2017 

I don’t know whether I like the Hallmark Channel or not (nobody could as much as 
Ronda: my very own Christmas angel, tree-trimmer, and cookie-baker of 44 years.) It’s 
on every night when the bedroom lamp clicks off – and stays on until the wee hours 
when I manage to find the remote and ‘give it a rest.’  If we’re home on Saturdays, 

there’s a fire in the fireplace, home-made vegetable soup simmering on the stove, and – yep, you guessed it:  the Hall-
mark Channel on TV. 

 The plot lines are often “syrupy:” beautiful, single, 30ish career woman from the “city” meets handsome 30ish 
widower with two perfect children from the “country…” after a while, they become “smitten” with one another, and 
the show always ends with the obligatory close-up kiss as snow begins to gently fall. “Happily ever after” is the only 
possible future for these guys once the camera stops rolling!  It’s great, clean, “traditional” family values entertain-
ment (admittedly a rarity these days) – but, then again… 

 If you listen carefully (or after the 5th time you’ve seen it this season - which started, when: Memorial Day?) 
you’re barely even hardly listening (because you know all the lines), you’ll frequently hear reference to “It’s the Sea-
son of miracles”…”This is the Season of Love…” “Christmas is for giving…and for caring…and for sharing…and, 
and, and” - as if that kind of behavior were, somehow, methodically meted-out solely between Thanksgiving and 
Christmas.  Never is there a mention of the only miracle I’ve ever been privy to at Christmas…and, because of that, it 
doesn’t take long for the “Hollywood Christmas” to wear thin on my soul. 

Even though for us middle and upper income, Caucasian, house-owning, RV-driving, pretty darn well off 
Americans – Christmas does seem a ‘special’ time of year: a ‘gentler’ time, a ‘kinder’ time…a time ripe for “miracles” 
and unabashedly public expressions of love, it takes so very little for us to realize how it’s not that way for so many, 
many others: those who wallow in the darkness of sadness and loss; those blinded from joy by poverty and hunger; 
those who cannot “arise, shine” – laid low by addiction, family turmoil, or personal reproof.  And we, sometimes, 
begin feeling empty as well - perhaps because we focus on the mere reflections of love and skewed expressions of 
“kindness” and “compassion” – thrown out at us this time of year.  

But, take away the only real miracle I’ve been exposed to at Christmas (which, of course in our secular society, 
is seldom alluded to) and the Advent/Christmas Season would be nothing but debt, hostility, and absolute hollowness. 
It is, indeed, only the gift of the Messiah: crammed into a foul-smelling barn in a tiny backwater town in the Middle 
East 2,000+ years ago that truly makes these days a season for miracles.  

The real miracle is much more than the virgin birth (although that, alone, would be enough to get my attention) 
– it is God’s divine resolve that the relationship he established with us at the very Start of Things was going to be 
reestablished – no matter the cost or the price, and that God even cared to come into this miracle for us in the first 
place! That’s the miracle that allows us to understand what ‘love’ is. That’s the commitment behind every breath-

taking tree, every cup of hot chocolate and cookies shared, every S’More or chestnut ever roasted “on an open fire,” 
and behind every present found under the tree. 

Culture would have us ignore that in favor of focusing on what we do 
at Christmas – not what God has done for us.  But, as Christians, somehow, 
for Christmas to truly ‘work’ for us each of us individually - needs to figure 
out just what the Truth of that now hackneyed statement: “Jesus is the Rea-
son for the Season” really means in our lives. 

Blessings! 

Pastor Cam 



Sewing for the Savior:  We will meet NOT meet in 
December. Enjoy the holidays. We will gather for 
sewing and lunch on January 9. 
 

LCW will get together at 5:30PM on Tuesday De-
cember 14 for our Christmas program, Thieves’ 
Christmas gift exchange and catered meal. Cost is 
$18.50.  We’ve made 5 donations of $100 each to 
local organizations, proceeds from yard and bake 
sales.  Make note: Jan-March we meet at NOON. 
 

Birthdays/Anniversaries 
 

Birthdays:   Anniversaries: 
2-Barry Hockenberry  25– Snapps 

3-Carolyn Gregory 

4-Sophia Barna 

9-Tanner Ruths 

10-Lonnie Cullers, Ray Stuehmeier 
12-Bobbi Ruths 

13-Sarah Chichester 
19-Del Craun 

20-Mary Anderson 

29-Jim Hall 
 
 “Coat Sunday” is December 10. We are looking 
for all types of winter coats, cloves and scarves, but 
especially children’s sizes. Bring your donations 
only during the week of December 3-10, since we 
don’t have storage space. 
 
The Angel Tree  will go up on December 2 and all 
gifts must be back at church by Dec.10.  Choose 
one or more angels from the tree, make certain your 
sign your name on the list provided so we know 
who took which angels. Purchase the gifts, wrap 
them, attach the angel to the gift (if one angel is re-
ceiving more than one gift be sure to mark all gifts 
with  the tag information) and place it back under 
the tree in the Narthex  NO LATER THAN DE-
CEMBER 10. 
 

THE VISION will meet December 3 following 
worship. We will have a shopping trip and Christ-
mas party at 3PM on December 16. Everyone is en-
couraged to attend the Evensong services and  the 
annual meeting December 10 after worship. 
 
Vestry Spotlight 
Vestry Vice chair is Dan Painter (shown 
in the photo with his wife Hilda, who is our 

Nursery Coordinator).  Dan and Hilda have 
been members since May of 2012.  He 
loves old cars and trucks and was a vital 
part of planning Trinity’s first Car Show 
this year. He claims he’s into in his “2nd, 3rd or 4th 
(maybe more than that) childhood—just ask Hilda.” 
It is his hope to continue to grow with God’s people 
at Trinity and in the community. 

Our Annual meeting will be 
Sunday, December 10. We 
will elect Vestry members and 
vote on the 2018 budget.  Your 
Vestry has worked hard through 
2017 to update Trinity’s constitu-
tion to align with changes from the ELCA over the last 
decade or so. They finished the work in September and 
have approval from the Synod that it is in compliance. 
There will be a congregational vote to accept the revised 
constitution and bylaws. There will also be a proposal on 
Trinity’s Forwarding Faith gift to the Synod. 

 
Evensong Concert Series 

We have some wonderful recitalists 
coming to our Advent Evensong ser-
vices this year.  On December 3, Jona 
Masiya will present an African drum-

ming recital.  Jona is originally from Africa and resides 
locally. He has multiple music degrees from Shenandoah 
University Conservatory.  Jeffrey Alban, Music Director /
Organist from St John the Baptist Roman Catholic Church 
in Front Royal will be with us Dec. 10. Jeffrey is also artis-
tic director and conductor of the Blue Ridge Singers, a 
community chamber choir in the Shenandoah Valley which 
rehearses on Tuesday evenings here at Trinity.  Finally on 
December 17, a trio consisting of flute, violin and cello 
will be the evening recital.  Heather Butler owner of the 
Newtown Music Center which is less than a block from 
Trinity is the violinist and spokesperson for the group.  Our 
Evensong services begin at 5:00 pm starting with the recit-
al which last approximately 20 minutes.  After the recital is 
a half hour evening service with Eucharist.  You won’t 
want to miss this wonderful opportunity.   
 

ELCA Good Gifts make great Christmas presents. A pre-
sent of a variety of animals may be the perfect gift for the 
hard to please person(s) on your list. An animal can make a 
world of difference for a family in need. With one gift, you 
can help a family escape the cycle of hunger and poverty 
for good.  See Vickie Hollis to purchase. 
 

Farmer’s Market Coffee from Lutheran World Relief will 
be available for purchase at Trinity on October 29 and No-
vember 5 after church. It will also be available for sam-
pling and purchase at the Christmas Bazaar on November 
4. See, or call Vickie Hollis (869-4373) if you have any 
questions.  
 

Thank you everyone for faithfully contributing throughout 
the year to our monthly collection.  We continue on with 
the collection in order to complete the menu: December is 
spaghetti sauce.  And yes, come January we will start all 
over again.  
 And, remember the CCAP donation bin is always in 
the front stairwell for your donations. 

December 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2Angel tree 

goes up 
10:30A BMS 

3 

9:30 Worship w 
Holy Baptism 
10:30ish The 
Vision 
 
5:00 Evensong 

4 5 

 
6PM Choir 
7PM BRS 
7PM Vestry 

6 

 
 
 
5:30 Comm. 
         Meal 

7 8 9 
10:30A BMS 

10 Noisy: 

Stone House 
Coat Sunday 
Angel Tree 
gifts due 
 
9:30 Worship 
10:30 Congre-
gational Mtg 
 
5:00 Evensong 

11 12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30 LCW 
6PM Choir 
7PM BRS 

13 14 15 16 

Basket Delivery 
 NO BMS 
 
 
 
3PM The Vision 
Holiday shop-
ping and Christ-
mas party 

17 

9:30 Worship 
 
 
5:00 Evensong 

18 19 

 
 
 
6PM Choir 
7PM BRS 

20 21 22 23 
10:30A BMS 

24 

9:30 Worship 
 
 
11PM Candle-
light Commun-
ion 

25 26 

 
 
 
 
6PM Choir 
7PM BRS 

27 28 29 30 
No BMS 

31 

 
9:30 Worship 
 

      

Community Meal 

Menu 
Holiday Meal 
December 6 

Turkey 
Dressing 

Sweet potatoes 
Green beans 

dessert 

CMS– Community Music School 

BRS– Blue Ridge Singers 

BMS-Body, Mind Soul class 

Church office hours: 

Monday– Thursday, 8:00AM-1:00PM 

Christmas Eve Worship 

Sunday, December 24 

9:30AM Family & Children Eucharist 

11PM Festival Candlelight Eucharist 

Church office closed 


