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The congregation is invited to witness the marriage of Sarah Chichester and Christian Downs on Sunday, 
January 21 at 4PM, at Trinity.  A reception for the congregation to express their congratulations will be held 
the following Sunday, January 28, after worship. 
 

Bishop Bob Humphrey, of the Virginia Synod, will be with us in worship on Sunday, January 14 as we wel-
come new members. Please plan to be with us that morning to welcome him and join in a special reception 
following worship. 
 

Vestry members are reminded that the January meeting will be Tuesday, January 9.  Check your boxes this 
morning for your packets. 
 

There are still 2018 offering envelopes in the Parish Hall, please pick up yours this morning. If you see a set 
belonging to a friend or neighbor, please take it to them.  
 

Correction:  January Community Meal is January 31, not 24 as indicated on the newsletter calendar.  
 

New Year! Resolutions? Are you thinking about getting in shape, or just becoming a little more flexible? The 
Body, Mind and Soul exercise class will start up again Saturday, January 6 at 10:30AM. If you wonder if this 
is the class for you, speak to Nicole Legare—she’s in the Nursery most every Sunday looking after our young-
est members.  (nlegare@powerwellness.com) 
 

Sewing for the Savior will gather for sewing at 9:30 on January 9 and 23. Anyone interested in a little hand 
sewing to make quilts for newborns, hospitalized and others is more than welcome to join the group. They 
meet in room 204.  
 

LCW meets at NOON during the winter months. Their meeting is Jan. 9. Bring a bag lunch.  
 

Our monthly canned good collection for holiday baskets continues on, because the need never ceases. Janu-
ary is soup.   
  CCAP donation bin is always in the front stairwell for your donations. 

    

    

    
                                                        ““““A Creative Christian CommunityA Creative Christian CommunityA Creative Christian CommunityA Creative Christian Community”                                          ”                                          ”                                          ”                                                                                                  
            Fairfax Fairfax Fairfax Fairfax at Valley Pike  Stephens City, Virginia             Valley Pike  Stephens City, Virginia             Valley Pike  Stephens City, Virginia             Valley Pike  Stephens City, Virginia                 

                                                                                                                                Gathered 1765Gathered 1765Gathered 1765Gathered 1765                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                    Trinity ChurchTrinity ChurchTrinity ChurchTrinity Church        ELCA                                        ELCA                                        ELCA                                        ELCA                                        
January 7, 2018  ֍  Epiphany and Baptism of Our Lord 

    

Phone Phone Phone Phone     (540) 869-4019  / / / / Email Email Email Email trinitychurchvirginia@gmail....com        /  /  /  /      

WebsiteWebsiteWebsiteWebsite www.trinitychurchvirginia.com 

FacebookFacebookFacebookFacebook Trinity Lutheran Church Stephens City, Virginia  

 

Before worship — speak to the Lord -  During worship — let the Lord speak to you v After worship — speak to each other 
    

At Trinity, Visitors arenAt Trinity, Visitors arenAt Trinity, Visitors arenAt Trinity, Visitors aren’’’’t only t only t only t only EXPECTEDEXPECTEDEXPECTEDEXPECTED…………TheyTheyTheyThey’’’’re re re re ANTICIPATEDANTICIPATEDANTICIPATEDANTICIPATED!!!!        

Prelude                        How Lovely Shines the Morning Star             V. Klauss   (1805-1881) 

 
Opening Antiphon 
 [P] From the ends of the earth we come.  
 [C] With a word of promise, a spring of water, a loaf of bread, and a cup of wine, 
 [P] God turns our mourning into dancing, our sorrow into joy. So: arise, shine; for your light has 
  come.  
 [C] Behold the glory of the Lord. Alleluia!  
 
Stand  as Sanctus Bell is sounded three times 

Processional   308                        O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright!  
                                                                     
Apostolic Greeting 
 [P] The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ; the love of God; and the presence of the Holy 
  Spirit be with you all! 
 [C] And, also with you! 
 
Confession and Absolution 
 [P] Let us confess  our sins before God and one another that we may acknowledge the darkness  
  in our lives, and receive release…          Merciful God,  

 [C] we confess that we have not lived as your faithful children - yet you have given us all we 
need.  We have kept silent in midst of prejudice and hatred, and failed to respond to 
you with gratitude. We have been idle in the face of violence and injustice, and have not 
resisted the darkness of sin. We have not been a light to the nations, and our lives have 
not revealed your glory. In Jesus Christ, you have given us your Word – yet we answer 
with empty promises and lies. In Jesus Christ, you have given us your light – but, we try 
to hide ourselves from your glory.  In Jesus Christ, you have given us your life – and 
even this precious gift we have not received.  You deliver the poor and the helpless, but 
we have ignored their cry.  You take pity on the weak and the destitute, but our hearts 
are hard in the face of their need. You heal the wounded and save the oppressed but we 
have placed our trust in the callous violence of war. 
 Have mercy on us, and forgive us. Awaken in us sincere repentance that we may shine 
with the Light of your saving Grace; repair the ugliness of our sin and restore in us 
your beautiful Grace, giving us the faith and power to become what you created us to 
be: beloved children, full of grace and truth. Amen.  

 



 [P] Beloved of God, God covers us with the robe of righteousness. Know that you are forgiven in 
 Jesus Christ and live as God’s beloved. For this is God’s promise, and the sign and seal of your 
 redemption: You have been called by God, claimed in Christ, set free through the Spirit. And, 
 in Jesus Christ you are forgiven.  

 [C] Thanks be to God.  
 
Hymn of Praise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Collect 
 [P] God of every blessing, and God of every nation, we rejoice that you have chosen us from long 
  ago, adopted us as your beloved children.  By the light of a wondrous star you led wandering 
  magi to the humble infant Jesus, revealing to them your salvation for the world, and gathered all  
  into your marvelous saving work.  In the miraculous and the mundane, in union with all who  
  have glimpsed the light of your Grace, make known in our hearts and lives your eternal purpose  
  for heaven and earth and lead us – even this day - to Christ, that we may offer our worship and  
  serve him with sincerity of heart; for he lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever.  
 [C] Amen. 
Sit 

 
Just 4 Kidz!                        
 As children leave Children’s Church, (to return at The Eucharist,) we sing:  

 Children’s Procession 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Lesson                   See Bulletin Insert 

The Psalmody  :                                       See Bulletin Insert 

Second Lesson                             See Bulletin Insert 

 

 

The Benediction 
 [P] As we go forth into the world rejoicing, spreading the good news of Christmas, may our lives 

bear witness to Christ, the Light who has come to the world – and which no darkness can ever 
overcome. 

   And, may God: ruler of heaven and earth, dismiss you in peace. May Jesus Christ, light of the 
world, uphold you in love. And may the Holy Spirit, revealer of God’s mystery, lead you in 
truth. 

  In the name of the Father, and of the Son [†], and of the Holy Spirit. 
 [C] Amen. 
  
The Recessional     310           Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 

  
The Dismissal  
 [P] ...to love and serve the Lord! 
 [C] We will! Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude                    In Dulci Jubilo                       V. Lubeck   (1654-1740)   

Portions of  today’s liturgy are reprinted under permission of one of several licenses held by Trinity Church: Augsburg Fortress Liturgies  
License 44465; CCLI License 11381030; OneLicense A-720634; HymnPrint.net; A Wee Worship Book, GIA Pubs, Chicago; Ministry Matters.com; Healing 
Liturgies for the Seasons of Life, and Feasting On the Word, Westminster John Knox Press, Louisville, KY.;  The People’s Psalter, Hal H. Hopson, ©2008 
Birnamwood/Morning Star Music Pubs; Hymnary.com; Metrical Psalms Homestead.com; The Abingdon Worship Annual © Abingdon Press; A Hymn Tune 
Psalter, Revised Common Lectionary Edition © Carl P. Dew, Jr. and Kevin R. Hackett, Church Pub., Inc.; Diary of Daily Prayer © J. Barrie Shepherd;  Prayers 
for a Privileged People, Walter Brueggemann © 2008 Abingdon Press. 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS  
Today  

Greeter         Maxine Rogers 

Lector             Loretta Koontz 

Eucharistic  Assts.  Mike Lambert, Carole Pfisterer 

Acolyte/Crucifer Cody & Will Wolf 

Next Week    

Greeter    Dan & Hilda Painter 

Lector   Dan Painter 

Eucharistic Assts.  Mary Anderson, Hilda Painter 

Acolyte/Crucifer   Michael Perry 

12/31/2017 

Our Stewardship 

Last week 

Offering 

 Rec’d  $2595 

 Required $4589 

 Deficit  $1944 

 

Attendance 

54 

Remember in Prayer 
Katty, Robert, Carlton, Virginia, Louise, David, Mike, Nancy, Marcie 

 
Prayer requests may be placed in the white box (cards for writing requests are in the box) on the table with 
the Memorial Candles each Sunday. The Pastor will pick them up weekly at the Peace and include them in the 
Prayers of the People. If you have a longer-term request, please continue to notify the church office.  



 [P] We wandered from your way; 
 [C] Yet you called us to return, and led us home. 
 [P] And still we continued in our self-centered sin, making ourselves slaves to sin and death. 
  But, at the right time you came and dwelt among us as one of us, bringing good news to the 
  poor, healing the sick, raising the dead in spirit, sharing table with the unrighteous, and teaching
  the way that leads to life.  By your incarnation, life, suffering, execution and resurrection, you  
  gave birth to your Church, delivered us from slavery and made a new covenant with us by water  
  and the Spirit.  
 
Words of Institution 
 [P] On the night of your betrayal, Lord Jesus, we remember that you took bread, blessed it, broke  
  it, gave it to your disciples and said, "This is my body which is given for you. Do this in  
  remembrance of me." 
  You did the same with the cup after the supper, saying, "This cup is poured as the new cove-
  nant between God and humankind in my blood." 
  Blessed Trinity, in remembrance of all you have done to save us, we offer ourselves to you in  
  praise  and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, as 
  we proclaim the Mystery of our faith: 
 

Memorial Acclamation            Celebrant sings first; Congregation repeats 
 

 
 
 
 
 [P] Pour out your Spirit on us and on these gifts that they may become the body and blood of Christ 
 [C] And, make us, through them, Christ's body—free in the world to declare and live in your 
  grace, hearing us as we pray: 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 [C] Our Father, who art in heaven—hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom, come; thy will be 
  done on earth as it is in heaven.   
  Give us, this day, our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we  forgive those who 
  trespass against us.  
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Fraction and Invitation 
 [P] Alleluia! Christ is our sacrifice –and has given us a new commandment: that we love one  
  another as he first loved us. So come and eat: the Bread of Life, the Cup of Salvation—the gifts 
  of God for the people of God Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feast on  
  him in your hearts with joy and thanksgiving. 
 [C] Thanks be to God! 
Sit   
        

The Distribution 
All Christians—regardless of denomination are invited to commune.  Follow Ushers’ instructions. Reception: is by Common Cup, 
Intinction, or Individual Glass. If you desire only a Blessing please fold your arms across the chest.  Gluten-Free wafers available. 

Please indicate your need to the celebrant. 

Congregational Hymns Sung at The Communion   ELW 302 / 296 / 294  
 
After all have communed…Stand 

Post-Communion Blessing 
 [P] May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace!
 [C] Amen. 
 
 

Stand 

The Gradual  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Holy Gospel 
 [P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the first chapter. 
 [C] Glory to you, O Lord! 
     The Gospel is read. 
 [P] The Gospel of the Lord. 
 [C] Thanks be to God! 
 
Sit 

A Little Good News!                                               Pastor Keyser 
 

 
Stand 

Hymn of the Day    305                                When Jesus Came to Jordan 

 
Apostles’ Creed  
 [C] I believe in God, the father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
   He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, 

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
Prayers of the People 
 [P] As children of God and heirs of the promise of eternal life, we pray to the Lord… 
Sit 

 [P] O God, nations shall come to your Light and rulers to the brightness of your dawn. By the com-
pelling radiance of your Spirit, hasten the day when all draw near to you; reveal your Truth; and 
teach us the ways of Peace. Loving God, 

 [C] hear our prayer.  
 [P] For your holy Church: that that through its faithful witness, your Wisdom in its rich variety may 

be known in heaven and earth,’ and that all who have been baptized into Christ may live lives 
that shine like the dawn, bearing witness to the Good News of hrist, and light the way of salva-
tion. Loving God,  

 [C] hear our prayer. 
 [P] For the nations of the earth: to forsake violence and be guided by the light of truth that right-

eousness may flourish and justice abound and those in authority may protect the vulnerable, 
shelter the oppressed, and pursue the way of peace. Loving God,  

 



 [C] hear our prayer. 
 [P] For our town of Stephens City, our county of Frederick, the Commonwealth of Virginia: that 

we may be a community of hospitality, welcoming the stranger and sheltering the refugee, that 
kindness may abound, compassion prevail, and harmony endure. Loving God,  

 [C] hear our prayer. 
 [P] For our planet earth: that we may honor her gifts, respect her limitations, and protect her re-

sources; that we may dwell peacefully with nature, be good stewards of its resources, and share 
its abundance for the sake of all. Hear us, O God,  

 [C] for our eyes have seen your salvation.  
 [P] For those with illness, hardship, or conflict, held in the grip of illness and pain: those whose 

bodies are  
enfeebled by disease or whose spirits are debilitated by loss of hope:  that they may receive 
healing, release from their burdens, and mending of their brokenness – especially those who are 
near and dear to our hearts…(pastoral petitions are offered)   

  And for those who we name in our hearts and aloud…(congregational petitions are offered silently or aloud) 

Hear us, O God,  
  [C] for our eyes have seen your salvation.   

 [P] Hope of the prophets, joy of the people, source of all life and song of salvation, to you, O Lord,  
  we pray: 
 [C] come and save your people. 
 [P] Remember those who are lost and scattered, wandering without direction or hope. Gather them 

up into your flock and fold; and put a new song of praise upon their lips.  
  Remember those who are hungry and thirsty, languishing because of what they lack. Satisfy 

their needs through your abundant love; and lead them to springs of water that never fail. To 
you, O Lord, we pray: 

 [C] come and save your people. 
 [P] Remember those who are sad and grieving, unable to laugh, to dance, to sing.  Give them the 

peace that can never perish and the joy that can never be taken away. To you, O Lord, we pray: 
 [C] Gracious God, Lord of Light, hear our prayer.  
 [P] Come and save your people, O Lord, that we may rejoice in your goodness and be radiant in 

your Presence, singing songs of thanks and praise to the glory of your holy name. 
 [C] Gracious God, Lord of Light, hear our prayer.  
 [P]  Because you have called us your children, we are bold to ask for what we need, confident in 

your goodness through faith in our Lord and brother, Jesus Christ.  
 [C] Amen.  
 
Stand 
The Peace                            
 [P] May the peace God has promised which passes all human understanding be with you all! 
 [C] And, also with you! 
Sit 

Offering                          Our gifts for God’s Kingdom are joyfully shared! 
 Offertory Anthem The Only Son from Heaven   music: Enchiridion, Erfurt Hymnal, 1524                   Trinity Choir 
 
Stand 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Presentation                                                   Brightest and Best 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 [P] As the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so 

will God cause goodness to spring up before all the nations.  We gather up our gifts to the Lord 
and, with thanksgiving, offer our lives to God, the giver of life. We dedicate ourselves in minis-
try to the world, that we may live as heirs of your promises to the honor and glory of your 
name, and pray that you would receive these gifts and use them to bring peace and blessing to 
all your children. 

 [C] Amen. 
   

† The Holy Eucharist † 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 [P] The Lord be with you. 
 [C] And also with you.  
 [P] Lift up your hearts. 
 [C] We lift them to you, Lord.  
 [P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 [C] It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 [P] It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Holy God: 
  Father, Son [†] and Holy Spirit. From the rising of the sun to its setting your name is praised  
  among all peoples. And  we praise you: joining our voices with your people on earth and all the  
  company of heaven who forever sing this hymn to the glory of your name: 
 The Sanctus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 [P] You are holy, Loving God! Blessed are you, as his Son, Jesus Christ! In the power of the Spirit 
   you created all things, blessed them, and called them good. You called to yourself a people to  
  make your mercy and truth known in all the world. Yet, we betrayed your calling; 
 [C] And you remained faithful. 

 


