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 Welcome to Trinity and this service of worship where we hear God’s word and receive 
the gifts of forgiveness and assurance of God’s love for us. Visitors are invited to com-
plete a visitor’s card. You may place it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher. Fol-
lowing worship, all are welcome to the parish hall for coffee and refreshments.  

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, BLESSING OF QUILTS 
 
Prayer and silent contemplation 
PRELUDE          O, Come Emmanuel  Wilbur Held (1914-2015) 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
healer of our every ill, 
source of unending mercy.  Amen. 
 

Embraced in enduring grace and good hope, 
let us turn again to God, 
confessing the truth about ourselves. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Merciful God, 
we come before you, beloved but broken. 
We have not always treated others 
as we would want them to treat us. 
We have not always called out injustice and abuse. 
We have not always been kind to ourselves. 
We have not always taken care of the world 
we share with other living creatures. 
Remind us of who we are, 
beloved children bathed in your love. 
Renew us by your Spirit to live as your holy people, 
bringing healing to the brokenness around us.  Amen. 
 
At every moment you are held in existence by the love of God, 
renewed by the Spirit within and among you, and made alive again in 
Christ. Receive this assurance in Jesus’ name: 
you are ☩ forgiven and freed to live for the healing of the world. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN  ELW  249      On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 
 
GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 



 

KYRIE       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

HYMN OF PRAISE   sung by all    



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray together.  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection 
save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your 
salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-
ever. Amen. 

Sit  
 

NOISY OFFERING   This morning’s offering will provide needed funds to purchase last minute needed items for the holiday 
baskets that Trinity will distribute this week. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH            Kathy and Jacob Carroll 
A voice cries out: 
 "In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD,  make straight in the desert a highway for our 
God. Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,  and all people shall see it together,  for the 
mouth of the LORD has spoken."              Isaiah 40:3,5 
 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe.  John the Baptist calls all people to prepare 
the Lord’s way for the kingdom of heaven is near.  Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath. 
Baptize us with the fire of your Spirit, that we may be a light shining in the darkness 
welcoming others as Christ has welcomed us, for he is our light and our salvation. Blessed be God 
forever. Amen. 
 

Following the lighting of the wreath, the congregation will sing verses 3 and 4 of ELW 257 while children over the 
age of 5 will follow the teacher to Sunday School, those 5 years or younger may be taken to the nursery. 
 
FIRST READING  
A reading from Isaiah. 
 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
  the spirit of counsel and might, 
  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 

 

 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
  or decide by what his ears hear; 
 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

 

 The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
  the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
  and a little child shall lead them. 
 The cow and the bear shall graze, 



 

  their young shall lie down together; 
  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
 They will not hurt or destroy 
  on all my holy mountain; 
 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
  as the waters cover the sea. 

 

  On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of 
him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God 
 
PSALM  72:1-7, 18-19   
 
 
 
Give the king your jus- | tice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to | the king’s son; 
 that he may rule your | people righteously 
  and the | poor with justice; 
 that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people, 
  and the | hills, in righteousness. 
 Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor.  
 May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure, 
  from one generation | to another. 
 Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field, 
  like showers that wa- | ter the earth. 
 In his time may the | righteous flourish; 
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no more. 
 Blessed are you, Lord God, the | God of Israel; 
  you alone do | wondrous deeds! 
 And blessed be your glorious | name forever, 
  and may all the earth be filled with your glory. A- | men. Amen.   
 
 

           

SECOND READING                            
 A reading from Romans. 
 

Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and 
by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness and 
encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so 
that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
  Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I 
tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order 
that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might 
glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,  
 “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 



 

  and sing praises to your name”; 
and again he says,  
 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 
and again,  
 “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
  and let all the peoples praise him”; 
and again Isaiah says,  
 “The root of Jesse shall come, 
  the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 
 in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
  

Stand 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 
 
 

 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL 
                                   
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew  Glory to you, O Lord 
 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he 
said,  
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’ ” 
Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was lo-
custs and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the 
region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
  But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You 
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 
Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is 
able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the 
trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
  “I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after 
me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His win-
nowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the 
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ 
 

Sit 



 

SERMON           The Reverend Larry Cantu 
 

Stand 
 

HYMN ELW 256                 Comfort, Comfort Now My People 
 
APOSTLES CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit    
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Keeping awake as we watch for Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
A brief silence 
God of promise, your reign has come near. Call your people to the way of repentance and inspire 
your church to bear fruit in the world through acts of faithful service. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God of creation, we pray for the wolf and the lamb, the lion and the calf, and all species whose 
lives are intertwined. Repair and preserve ecosystems, that all life on earth may be sustained. Lord, 
in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

God of the nations, teach those with power and privilege to serve the vulnerable. Give to all lead-
ers wisdom and understanding, counsel and might, and a heart of compassion for the world you so 
love. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

God of the poor, set tables of abundance in all places where hands are empty, where stomachs 
ache with hunger, and where hearts and minds suffer pain. Feed and heal all who are in need. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

God of hope, renew in your people all joy and peace in believing, especially those facing anxiety, 
depression, illness or alienation especially Virginia Snapp, Cathy Lovett, Pauline Fretz, Rodney 
Hockenberry, Mike Pyne, Bryce Newlin. Guide this community of faith to welcome one another, 
just as Christ has welcomed us. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

You hear the cries of our hearts, O Lord. Fill us with hopeful expectation, that in each day and 
hour we may love and serve our neighbors, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
stand 
SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE       

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words. 
Sit 



 

OFFERING                                         
 Offertory Anthem        Comfort Ye, My People             Arr. Jean Pasquet (1896-1977) 
Stand 
 

OFFERTORY PRESENTATION   verses 3 & 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray.   
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our 
very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your 
Son, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

† The Holy Eucharist † 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 



 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 



 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth.  Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Hunger no more. Thirst no more.  Come to the banquet of life. 
Sit 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE DISTRIBUTION 
You are invited to share the Eucharist (Holy Communion). This is the Lord’s Table. All are welcomed. Please 
follow the usher’s direction. Persons who do not commune may cross their arms to receive a blessing.  
 
Congregational Hymns Sung at The Communion  – ELW 490/260 
 

When all have communed, the congregation stands 
 
BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 
 
 
 



 

Assisting in Worship 
   Today      Next Week  
Greeter   Monica Lambert   Dan and Hilda Painter  
Lector    Ray Stuehmeier   John Tilelli 
Eucharistic Assts.  Mark Greene, Michael Lambert Barry Hockenberry, Darla Wolf 
Acolyte/Crucifer      Will Wolf 
Sunday School Ldr. Misti McPadlin, Beverly Scheulen Dorrie Greene, Martha Cooley 
 

Last Week 
Attendance:53; General Fund: $2906 

From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465 
Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be fed 
with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your 
name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.   Amen. 
 
HYMN ELW 246               Hark!  A Thrilling Voice is Sounding 

Members of Trinity are asked to be seated following the hymn, in order that the congregational meeting can begin 
promptly.      

Today’s offertory “Comfort Ye, My People” is an arrangement of the hymn tune Freu dich sehr 
written in 1551 and published in the Genevan Psalter.  We know it as “Comfort, Comfort Now 
My People.”  We will sing it today right after the sermon. 
 This arrangement written by Jean Pasquet, a 20th century composer, lived and composed 
much of his music in Winchester, Virginia. His music studio was in his home where he also gave 
private lessons. He died in 1977 and is buried in Mt. Hebron Cemetery located in Winchester. 



 

It is a pleasure to welcome Pastor Larry Cantu once again this morning to lead worship.    
 
All members of Trinity are asked to be seated after the closing hymn so that the annual 
congregational meeting can begin immediately. 
 

The Angel Tree is now a Tree of Warmth. Thank you to all who took angels, please be sure you 
have them back to church by tomorrow.  The tree is now accepting all manner of new and gently 
used gloves, hats, scarves and mittens. These items will be donated to local shelters.  
 
Poinsettia orders need to be placed today. Forms are in the Narthex brochure rack. 
 
This morning’s Noisy Offering will  help the Outreach Ministry team purchase last minute needed 
items for the Christmas baskets.  
 
The 2020 Chancel flower calendar is posted in the Parish Hall.  
 

Next Sunday will be Pastor Lowden’s first Sunday with Trinity.  A potluck will 
follow worship.  Everyone is asked to bring a dish or two to share and make the 
Lowdens feel welcome. 
 

Blue Christmas worship service on December 15, at 3:00 PM in the Chapel at The Village 
at Orchard Ridge.  This will be a quieter, more reflective service that takes seriously that we hu-
mans don’t always feel the same way about things.  You are invited to come with your sorrow, fear, 
anxiety, and anger with no pressure to conform to holiday social standards.  Christ came into the 
world for all people…not just those of good cheer.  Contact Chaplain Bill Boldin, 540-431-2799 
with any questions. 
 
Year end contributions. Please keep in mind that any donations to Trinity need to be in by Sun-
day, December 29 to be recorded in 2019 for your tax purposes. 
 
An on-going collection of canned and staple goods for the Thanksgiving and Christmas basket 
distributions is needed. A designated item is identified each month. December is spaghetti sauce. A 
bin in the Narthex (entry area) is available for these gifts. 
 
The canned good collection for CCAP (Congregational Community Action Program) provides 
food for persons in Winchester and Frederick County. The donation bin is in the front stairwell.  


