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Cont. p. 2 

From the Pastor's Keyboard:   
 
March 19, 2020 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
Grace to you and peace from God through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  As we celebrate the beginning of  the Spring 
season and enjoy the beauty of  flowering trees and plants, 
we are, also, wondering how to maneuver through these 
days of  darkness surrounding the COVID-19 fears.  Our 
primary concerns are the safety and health of  our church 
family and community members during the uncertainties 
surrounding the spread of  COVID-19. This letter is 
means to give all our members and friends an update on 
the various ways we will continue to provide the ministries 
of  worship, service and care that have for 255 years shown 
that Trinity is, in my description to others, “the little 
church with a big heart.” 
 
Earlier in the week, we announced the recommendation 
of  both the ELCA and the Virginia Synod that both 
church worship services and events should be suspended 
until at least April 1, 2020.  The most recent communica-
tion from Bishop Humphrey contains the recommenda-
tion that this period could, possibly, be extended until 
Sunday, May 17.  A copy of  the Bishop’s March 18, 2020 
message has been sent out to members via email and is 
posted on the Trinity website. 
 
Although we are unable to gather in the church building 
for worship, study, fellowship and prayer during this time, 
we want to keep connected with one another through eve-
ry means we have had available to us:  telephone calls, Fa-
cebook and website posts, emails, etc.  Members of  the 
Congregation Council met on Saturday, March 14, to de-
velop a plan for the new ways of  “being a church commu-
nity” that are necessary at this time.  We are definitely 
“thinking outside” of  our usual “box”.  Below are the ac-
tions that have been taken: 
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Telephone calls:  Because we are aware that some members have no online access,  
Congregation Council members and I have divided up the congregation contact list 
and are making telephone calls, at least weekly, to all members and regular visitors for 
whom we have contact information.  Please check your phone messages regularly.   If  
you haven’t received a call, it may be that we don’t have a current telephone number. 
Please inform us of  any contact information changes. 
 
Email messages:  Brenda Boldin, Trinity’s Administrative Secretary continues to 
send out mass emails with information and updates.   
 
Website:  (www.trinitychurchvirginia.com) We are updating information on the web-
site, daily if  necessary. 
 

A new page of  information on our congregation’s response to the COVID-19 con-
cerns has been added and will regularly be updated. 
 

Seasonal sermons and other worship or study resources for Lent have been posted 
A new page for Faith & Spiritual Formation will be added with resources for individ-
uals and families to use at home. 
 
Worship:  There are two new opportunities each Sunday for worship at home- one 
through the online meeting platform, Zoom, and the other via telephone conference 
call. 
 

9:30 a.m.:  “Zoom to Worship”  will be a live worship service via Zoom    The URL to 
connect to the “meeting” is: https://zoom.us/j/823730844    If  you don’t have 
Zoom, you can download the program easily when you first access the meeting 
link.  When you are asked to sign in to the meeting, please follow the prompts. After 
signing in the first time, you can join each week’s meeting without repeating this pro-
cess.  This link will be provided via an email to members as well as on the website 
and Facebook.  
 

11:00 a.m.  “A Call to Worship” is our new Telephone Conference Worship that can 
be accessed either by landline or cell phone.  Our thanks to Ken Cibroski who has 
offered to allow us to use his business conference call account.  Members can access 
the conference call at the worship time to participate. Callers are encouraged to use 
the toll number if  at all possible (the toll free # adds to the expense of  the 
call).  Contact the church office during regular office hours for how to participate. 
 
Daily Devotions:  Beginning Monday, March 23, these will be offered on our office 
messaging system.  Dial the office number and follow the prompts.   
 



 

 

Birthdays 
5-Jacob Carroll 
6-Anne Vermillion 
7-Charles Koontz 
11-Barbara Shimp 
14-Helen Pyne 
26-Juanita Fertig 
 

Anniversary 
16-JMe and Bob Lowden 
 
An Update from Congregation Council 
Congregation Council has been hard at work 
over the past several months.  In January, 
during the first meeting of 2020, new offic-
ers were elected to council.  Darla Wolf was 
selected as President, Ken Cibroski as Vice 
President and Sue Scheulen as Council Sec-
retary.  These individuals will serve their re-
spected office for one year.  We also, wel-
comed Pastor JMe to her first council meet-
ing for Trinity Lutheran Church! 
 

In February, we combined our monthly 
meeting with our annual Council Retreat.  It 
was a day filled with many interactive activi-
ties and enriched discussions about values 
(both personal values as well as Trinity’s val-
ues), our mission and future.  During the 
retreat, we utilized the congregational sur-
veys and feedback everyone provided for the 
call process to assist our efforts in identifying 
our core values and drafting the mission 
statement.  After several meetings and 
prayerful discussion, we are happy to share 
with you, drum roll please……………… 
Values of Trinity Lutheran Church:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Micah 6:8 He has shown you, O mortal, what is 
good.  And what does the Lord require of you?  To 
act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with 
your God. 
 

Our mission: 
Sharing Jesus’ love in worship, fellowship, 
hospitality and community by doing God’s 
work using our hands. 
 

We hope all of you feel our values and mis-
sion capture Trinity as well as we do!  Please 
take a moment to think about them and feel 
free to speak to a council member or Pastor 
JMe if you would like to discuss further.  
Council is grateful Pastor JMe is on board 
and we are excited to begin this new journey 
together, carrying out God’s work with our 
hands! 
 
THANK YOU! Jerry Rogers extends his 
thanks to everyone for their prayers, visits, 
phone calls and cards following his recent 
surgery.  
 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS: 
 

Please continue to keep Pastor 
JMe informed of illnesses, hos-
pitalizations and other pastoral 
care needs. Until such time as 
ER visitation is restricted, she  

will continue to support members when 
they suffer medical emergencies. If in-
person visits are not possible, she will cer-
tain visit with you by phone. Prayer, love 
and support know no boundaries. 
 

Please remember, even though we are not 
gathering together physically, the mission 
of the church and the congregation con-
tinues. Your offering envelopes are de-
signed to be stamped and mailed, please 
take advantage of this and continue your 
regular giving. If it is more convenient, 
the office currently remains open and you 
can drop your offering off Monday 
through Thursday 8AM-1PM.  

LOVE          

WORSHIP     

FELLOWSHIP 
 
HOSPITALITY    

COMMUNITY  
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Church life may be different than before, but our relationship as a community in 
Christ remains.  In addition to the ways our community members have cared for 
each other in the past, these days provide opportunities for us to reach out in care 
and support in new and different ways.  We encourage you to reach out to neighbors 
and friends, especially the elders in our congregation.  If  you learn of  any needs for 
food or other supplies, please call or email the office   
office@trinitychurchvirginia.org).  As the old Sunday School songs goes, “I am the 
church; you are the church; we are the church together.” 
 
May the Peace of  the Lord be with you always. 
 
Your Sister in Christ, 

 


