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The Ten Commandments: A Love Letter from God #4 

Commandments 7 & 8 

 

Over the past few weeks, the sermons have focused on the Ten 

Commandments and their meaning for us today.  Before we go to the next 

two commandments, I’d like to do a quick review.  I invite you to read along 

with me:

 



What is the next commandment?  “You shall not steal.”  

 
 

This one seems pretty straightforward, doesn’t it?  

It’s easy to think of ways  

to steal: (Read slide)    These are clearly ways that 

this commandment is broken. 

 

 

 

As we turn our attention to the Seventh 

Commandment, “You shall not steal,” God gives us 

an opportunity to come clean of our sins against this 

command. Why is God resolute about protecting his 

gift of possessions? Because by refusing to take 

what doesn’t belong to us we show love for others, 

and we also demonstrate our trust in God to provide 

what we need. 

 

With the Seventh Commandment God makes it clear that we shouldn’t rob banks 

or swipe someone else’s wallet.   Have you ever brought home office supplies 

from work without your manager’s consent or removed unneeded extra sugar or 

condiment packets from a fast food restaurant. The problem isn’t that your 

company, the restaurant or your mother is suddenly going to go broke; the 

problem is that such actions reveal the sin of selfishness.  

Martin Luther correctly summarized the Seventh Commandment when he wrote: 

“We should fear and love God that we do not take our neighbor’s money or 

property or get it by dishonest dealing, but help him to improve and protect his 

property and business.”  



 

How well did you do at protecting the property of Hertz the last time you rented a 

car from them? And how about that hotel room or rented condo when you went on 

vacation? You may be thinking, “No one treats a rental car or hotel room as if it’s 

their prized possession.” Why not? Was Jesus just kidding when he said, “Love 

your neighbor as yourself?” According to the Seventh Commandment we show 

such love not just by being respectful of the person but by protecting their property 

as well.  

Unfortunately it’s only become easier to be a thief in this digital age. Although laws 

and greater controls have been put in place to deter downloads of music and 

movies without paying for them, there are still ways that a savvy internet user can 

get these media for free. After all, why pay if you can get them for free?  Photos, 

video clips, and artwork are often shared without giving 

credit to those who produced them.  Can you honestly 

say that with these actions you’re helping your 

neighbor protect his property, even if that neighbor is 

big business or a millionaire musician?  

It’s one thing to shop around to get the best deal so 

that we’re good stewards of our money, but it’s quite 

another to take advantage of others in the name of 

good stewardship. Such sinful selfishness does not go unnoticed by the Lord. The 

book of Proverbs records these words: “He who oppresses the poor shows 

contempt for their Maker, but whoever is kind to the needy honors God” (Proverbs 

14:31 

No, you might not be taking advantage of the “poor” when you download music 

you haven’t purchased, but what you’re saying is that unless you do this, you 

yourself may become poor. And you may be right. You might not be able to afford 

all the things that you would like to have. But that doesn’t mean that it’s OK for us 

to get them by stealing or by any other form of deception. Perhaps the reason God 

hasn’t given us the means to purchase everything we would like is because he 

knows that this wouldn’t be good for us! 

Here’s the bottom line. The reason God doesn’t 

want us to steal is because he has promised to 

take care of us. Jesus understood this. And as 

children of the heavenly Father we can be 

certain that God will take care of us just as he 

http://www.sermoncentral.com/bible/NIV/Proverbs-14.asp?passage=Proverbs%2014%3A31&ScrptureHover=sermon-165284-Protecting%20God
http://www.sermoncentral.com/bible/NIV/Proverbs-14.asp?passage=Proverbs%2014%3A31&ScrptureHover=sermon-165284-Protecting%20God


cared for Jesus. He can do this miraculously if he needs to like he did when he 

kept Jesus alive in the wilderness for forty days even though Jesus had nothing to 

eat out there. “Man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes 

from the mouth of God,” (Matthew 4:4) said Jesus to Satan when tempted to take 

matter into his own hands and provide food for himself.  

Paul ends his letter to the Philippians with these 

words (4:19-20): 

 

 

 

 

And now we move on to the next commandment:  

You shall not bear false witness against your 

neighbor. 

 “Sticks and stones can break my bones but 

words can never hurt me.” Do you remember 

being taught that little saying after your feelings 

had been hurt by some bully at school? It does 

keep the hurt in perspective. Better to be called 

“fatso” than to be physically abused. However, unkind words do hurt even when 

they’re spoken behind our back. God knows this of course. That’s why he gave 

the Eighth Commandment: “You shall not give false testimony against your 

neighbor.” With this command God protects his gift of a good name, that is, a 

good reputation.  

This commandment touches three areas of 

human life and interaction: 

In Court-  swearing in, perjury/truth,  

In Relationships with Others- how we talk about 

others, gossip, slander, even bullying,  

In Spiritual/faith matters-  blasphemy, lies to 

and about God 
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A trip back to the Garden of Eden illustrates how 

important the Eighth Commandment is. It was this 

command Satan trampled when he lied and told 

Eve that there would be no harsh consequences 

from eating from the Tree of the Knowledge of 

Good and Evil. Satan went on to bear false 

testimony against God when he said: “God knows 

that when you eat of [this fruit] your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 

knowing good and evil” (Genesis 3:5). Satan made it sound like God had given 

this “dumb” command about not eating from that particular tree because he was 

selfish and didn’t want Eve to be as wise as he. Eve and Adam, who was standing 

there with his wife, fell for Satan’s lie and they ate. According to the author of this 

story, we’re still living with the bitter aftertaste of the forbidden fruit: sin, pain, and 

death.  

I doubt you have ever been as callous as Satan.  Have you ever lied about 

someone for the purpose of harming and causing chaos? Most likely, our 

consciences wouldn’t put up with such obvious.  But this doesn’t mean that we’re 

innocent.  

Listen to Luther’s explanation of the 

Eighth Commandment. He wrote: “We 

should fear and love God that we do not 

tell lies about our neighbor, betray him or 

give him a bad name, but defend him, 

speak well of him and take his words and 

actions in the kindest possible 

way.” Good words are words that protect 

another’s good name and lift them up. 

I’ve been on the victim side of gossip, and it’s not a fun place to be.  I am not in 

the habit of telling lies about my neighbor, but I do sometimes struggle to keep 

from speaking about a particularly vexing person in a negative way.  

But is it wrong to talk about others in a negative way if you’re telling the truth? 

Yes! God said: “He who covers over an offense promotes love, but whoever 

repeats the matter separates close friends” (Proverbs 17:9). It’s not your business, 

and talking about it to others only damages relationships. 
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When a friend has had too much to drink, or a sibling throws a tantrum, Martin 

Luther says that when you hear about such sins, let your ear become its grave. 

Don’t resurrect that sin by telling others about it. If you must speak about the 

matter, it should be with the perpetrator first. God even urges us to do this and to 

call each other to repentance so that we may turn away from sin and through faith 

in Jesus receive the benefit of forgiveness.  

Now to be sure, God isn’t speaking against warning others to stay away from false 

teachers. Jesus himself did that when he spoke vehemently against the 

Pharisees. The Apostle Paul even pointed out false teachers by name, not 

because he enjoyed doing this or thought that he was better than they, but 

because he took seriously Jesus’ command to warn the sheep when wolves were 

trying to get in close and devour them.  

It is easier to keep the Eighth Commandment if we put the best construction on 

the things that we see and hear.  Perhaps your teacher or boss is being 

particularly difficult and demanding.  Think how you can respond with kindness.  

Maybe she’s going through some challenges in her personal life. Cut her some 

slack and speak well of her if others complain.  

One of the most unhealthy behaviors in many churches is related to this 

commandment.  I call this passive aggressive behavior.  Instead of going directly 

to a church leader, pastor or other church staff member with honesty about a 

concern or disappointment, a person talks to others about his complaint, making it 

public gossip. If this person asks you to pass on the message of his complaint 

without his name attached, don’t do it!   The best way to curtail this behavior is to 

suggest that the complainer goes directly to the person involved.  Other examples 

of this unhealthy and damaging behavior are angry anonymous notes sent and 

using the ubiquitous, “They are saying…” when describing an issue.  Good words 

and honest, caring conversations (even about problems) are key to a strong, 

healthy church. 

We’re part of the body of Christ. We have 

different gifts and talents to complement one 

another. How can we encourage one another 

to that end? Certainly not by ripping on each 

other. The Apostle Peter said: “Finally, all of 

you, live in harmony with one another; be 

sympathetic, love as brothers, be 

compassionate and humble. Do not repay evil 



with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so 

that you may inherit a blessing. For, ‘Whoever would love life and see good days 

must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from deceitful speech’” (1 Peter 3:8-

10).  

Jesus obviously did what Peter encouraged. He was sympathetic and 

compassionate. He didn’t repay insult with insult. Aren’t you glad that Jesus 

continues to keep the Eighth Commandment? I mean just think of the dirt he could 

share about you and me! Instead he covers our sins through his death, and 

speaks in our defense as our mediator. 

Sticks and stones can break bones but over time bones will heal. Words, on the 

other hand, can damage another’s reputation so that it never recovers. That’s how 

this commandment relates to the previous one.  When a person’s good name is 

defamed, her reputation is stolen from her. 

 

Friends, don’t be careless in the way you speak about others. Don’t welcome 

gossip. Speak well of others and defend them just as Jesus speaks well of you 

before your heavenly Father. Amen. 
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