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When I was younger, I loved riding roller coasters.  My favorite was one that Bob 
introduced me to early in our marriage:  The Thunderbolt, a vintage wooden 
coaster at Kennywood Park, in Pittsburgh.  What sets this coaster apart from 
others was what happens in the first seconds of the ride.  The Thunderbolt was 
built at the edge of a steep ravine.  Instead of gradually going up an incline before 
starting the fast part of the ride, this coaster immediately plummets down the side 
of the ravine before it returns up to the heights for the remainder of its crazy, 
exhilarating trip.  Whew!  What a ride!  No matter how many times you take the 
Thunderbolt for a ride, that first few seconds never gets old. Each time you ride, 
it’s a new experience. 

The events commemorated during today’s worship are often described as an 
emotional roller coaster.  No matter how many times we read this story of Jesus’ 
triumphant ride into Jerusalem followed by the events of the week leading up to 
his death on the cross, the story never gets old.  We hear the joyful voices of 
those who welcomed Jesus into Jerusalem, “Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord!”  Their Hosannas ring with excitement about the appearance of 
the one who was thought to be the Messiah of Israel-  the one who would deliver 
the people from their oppressors.  Yet, just as soon as the hosannas fade, we are 
faced with the rest of the story of Jesus’ passion and death.  And it’s anything but 
joyful.   

I know that there are some who dislike the worship focus of Holy Week because it 
involves betrayal, violence and death.  The message is a downer, right?  Yet, if we 
don’t have the experience of the plummet down the ravine of darkness and pain, 
we wouldn’t have the truth that makes this story such an amazing, unforgettable 
ride.  The entire experience that is necessary to build the foundation of our faith.   

The King who rode into Jerusalem on a humble donkey accompanied by an 
adoring crowd becomes one who is vilified and accused of blasphemy of the very 
one who send him.  The one who is betrayed, denied, and deserted by his 
followers becomes the one who wins them salvation.  The one who is beaten and 
sent to his death on a crucifixion cross becomes the conqueror of death and the 
devil.   

This King is unlike any other, because he is truly God in the flesh who came to 
save his people- not from enemy oppressors- but from themselves.  Because of 
the human sin that separates us from the life God wants for us, Jesus, CHOSE to 
die so that we can live free from guilt and fear.  From the depths of the ravine, we 
will ascend to the joy of hope in the resurrection light and life. 

  


