
The Resurrection of Our Lord/Easter Sunday  April 12, 2020 

There’s that old saying by Benjamin Franklin, “ in this world nothing can be said to 
be certain, except death and taxes.”  This week, we’re reminded of both of these 
certainties.  Typically, this is “Tax Season” when April 15th is the deadline for 
income taxes to be filed.  CPAs and others preparing their tax returns have been 
working hard to complete this annual chore.  Thankfully, The Treasury Department 
and the Internal Revenue Service have extended the due date to July 15, and for 
many, this is good news. 

There’s no good news regarding death.  Each day the death toll from COVID-19 
rises- over 20,000 in the U.S. so far, 130 of these in Virginia.  Even in the church 
year, we faced the death of our Lord as we commemorated his passion and 
crucifixion during Holy Week.  As I mentioned in a previous sermon, there are 
many who would rather not go to church during Holy Week because the story is all 
about suffering and death.  We are faced with our own humanity, the inevitability 
of dying and death when we see Jesus on his cross, and this makes many of us 
afraid.  None of us wants to die.  Yet, as Christians, we can give thanks that 
Jesus’ death is not the end of the story. 

Today, we celebrate the empty tomb- the resurrection of Jesus Christ from death.  
The gospel relates the story of the first eyewitnesses to the empty tomb. Because 
they were unable to care for the body of Jesus when he was taken down from the 
cross during Passover, the female disciples came early to the tomb.  I can imagine 
that the women were already a little fearful about having to enter a sealed tomb 
and see the mangled body of their Lord.   
 
Can you imagine what they might have been thinking as they approached Jesus’ 
resting place?  Were they wondering what they would find?  Were they concerned 
about the stench of death that occurred two days before?   Imagine their response 
to seeing the guard lying prone and the tomb open and empty.  What has 
happened to Jesus’ body?  The shining angel by the open tomb comforts the 
women saying, "Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was 
crucified.   6 He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the 
place where he1 lay. (Matt. 28:5-6 NRS)   The one who they saw die a painful 
death is alive again! 
 
Do not be afraid, says Jesus when he meets them on the path back to Jerusalem.  
He tells them to go and tell the other disciples what they had seen, and he gives 
them instructions to relay about where they can find their risen Lord in Galilee.  
The one whom they had denied and deserted as he died has called them to join 
him in Galilee and see him alive. 
 



Yes, death is one of the things that is certain in this world.  But death is not the 
end of our story as followers of Jesus.  We are not to be afraid, because through 
death, we will experience new life.   Faith in the resurrected one, takes our focus 
off of the certainty of death and provides the certainty of new life in Jesus.   
 
Whatever kind of death we may experience- the death of security in life, the death 
of freedom to move about outside of our residences without concern for our 
health, the death of the opportunities to visit, fellowship together, worship together, 
gather with friends and extended family, the death of a loved one or neighbor, or 
the death of personal health and vitality from age or illness---whatever kinds of 
death we may face, we are promised that there will be new life—in this world and 
in the next.   
 
The risen Lord invites us to look for him where he has promised to be and to know 
that he will be with us during the darkness and fear of whatever deaths we 
experience now or in the future.  Do not be afraid.  He is risen from the dead and 
wants us to know life in and with him.  Now, that’s truly good news!  


