
Sunday, April 26, 2020  
Third Sunday of Easter 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Stephens City VA 
 
PRELUDE 
 
GREETING 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also, with you. 
 
GATHERING SONG  

 

 
 



 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of bread. Open the 
eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming work, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Acts 2:14a, 36-41 
A reading from Acts. 
14aPeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd], 36“Therefore let the 
entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this 
Jesus whom you crucified.” 
  37Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other 
apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far 
away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” 40And he testified with many other 
arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41So those 
who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were 
added. 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM: Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 
 1I love the LORD, who has heard my voice, 
  and listened to my supplication, 
 2for the LORD has given ear to me 
  whenever I called. 
 3The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me; 
  I came to grief and sorrow. 
 4Then I called upon the name of the LORD: 
  “O LORD, I pray you, save my life.”  
 12How shall I repay the LORD 
  for all the good things God has done for me? 
 13I will lift the cup of salvation 
  and call on the name of the LORD. 
 14I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 
  in the presence of all God’s people. 
 15Precious in your sight, O LORD, 
  is the death of your servants. 
 16O LORD, truly I am your servant; 
  I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me from my bonds. 
 17I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 
  and call upon the name of the LORD.  
 18I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 
  in the presence of all God’s people, 
 19in the courts of the LORD’s house, 
  in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah!  
 
 
 



 
SECOND READING: 1 Peter 1:17-23 
A reading from 1 Peter. 
17If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, live 
in reverent fear during the time of your exile. 18You know that you were ransomed from the futile 
ways inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, 19but with the 
precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. 20He was destined before 
the foundation of the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 21Through him 
you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your 
faith and hope are set on God. 
  22Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have 
genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. 23You have been born anew, not of 
perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God. 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 
GOSPEL: Luke 24:13-35 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
13Now on that same day [when Jesus had appeared to Mary Magdalene,] two [disciples] were 
going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14and talking with each 
other about all these things that had happened. 15While they were talking and discussing, Jesus 
himself came near and went with them, 16but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17And 
he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood 
still, looking sad. 18Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the 
only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these 
days?” 19He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who 
was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20and how our chief 
priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. 21But we had 
hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since 
these things took place. 22Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the 
tomb early this morning, 23and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us 
that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24Some of those who 
were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see 
him.” 25Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that 
the prophets have declared! 26Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things 
and then enter into his glory?” 27Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted 
to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 
  28As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were 
going on. 29But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and 
the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30When he was at the table with 
them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31Then their eyes were opened, 
and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. 32They said to each other, “Were not 
our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the 
scriptures to us?” 33That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the 
eleven and their companions gathered together. 34They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, 
and he has appeared to Simon!” 35Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had 
been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 



 
SERMON             Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  verses 1-4 and 8 
 

 

CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 



 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times 
and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

For those whose hearts are fervent with love for your gospel, that they are empowered to tell the 
story of your love in their lives and to show hospitality in response to this love. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

For the diverse natural world: for jungles, prairies, forests, valleys, mountains, and for all the 
wild and endangered animals who call these spaces home, that they are nurtured and protected. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

For broken systems we have inherited and that we continue to perpetuate, forgive us. Restrain 
the nations from fighting over limited resources. Redeem us from the cycles of scarcity and 
violence. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for everyone in this time of physical distancing because of the coronavirus, and 
especially for those isolated physically or emotionally through incarceration, addiction, mental 
illness, chronic suffering, grief, sickness and all in need, especially Pauline, Charlotte, Louise, 
Loretta, Rodney, Star, Yvonne and Greg. We pray for comfort for those who cannot be with 
family members who are in the hospital or other health care facilities. Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer.  
 

We lift up those who work among the sick, in hospitals, health care facilities, nursing homes, 
assisted living communities, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the World Health 
Organization, and all researchers and scientists. Give them strength, courage, and confidence in 
all they do. Encourage them when their efforts seem futile, when death prevails or when they 
reach the limits of their strength. May they be thankful for every sign of health you give, and 
humble before the mystery of your healing grace. We remember especially William, John, Stacy, 
Mike, Liz, James, Dixie, David, and all medical personnel and first responders. We also pray for 
all those who work in many ways to ensure we have necessities and food available. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer.  
 

We pray for teachers and students in this time of on-line learning. Calm the fears of children. 
Give support to educators and guidance to school administrators as they make decisions. Give 
parents creativity and patience. We pray for workers as they face uncertainty; for those who find 
themselves unemployed or underemployed and those in crisis without income. We pray for 
guidance for all community leaders making decisions, and for protection for all who travel, 
especially those far from home. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer 
 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your 
eternal care; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
       who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
 



BLESSING 
The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus.  Amen. 
 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by 
the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 

 
SENDING SONG   

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 
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URL for our Sunday meetings:   https://zoom.us/j/823730844   Meeting ID number 823 730 844.   
You may, also, join Zoom to Worship by telephone (mobile or landline).  To do this, dial the 
number 1-646-876-9923 and, at the prompt, enter the Meeting ID number 823 730 844 
 
Telephone conference call:  Dial either Toll Access (preferred) 1-916-558-7514 or Toll-Free 1-
866-730-7514, when prompted enter PIN #  756101 
 
    We are going to keep trying to find some game or something amusing to brighten your day to 
include in each of these updates. Here's this week's:   
 

 
 

 
 



    The games/fun are a little something for you. Now here's how you can do 
something for someone else. Did you know you can still donate blood? (It's what 
Pastors JMe and Bob did on their 37th wedding anniversary, April 16th.)  Here's a 
little from the Red Cross Blood website: 1-800-733-2767 to make an appointment. 

 
During this uncertain time, we encourage individuals to make donation appointments for the 
weeks ahead to ensure a stable supply throughout this pandemic.  
 

Donating blood products is essential to community health and the need for blood products is 
constant. As part of our nation’s critical infrastructure, healthy individuals can still donate in 
areas that have issued shelter in place declarations. The Red Cross follows the highest standards 
of safety and infection control, and volunteer donors are the only source of blood for those in 
need. 
 

There is no known end date in this fight against COVID-19 and the Red Cross needs the help of 
blood and platelet donors and blood drive hosts to maintain a sufficient blood supply for weeks 
to come. In times of crisis, the Red Cross is fortunate to witness the best of humanity as people 
roll up a sleeve to help those in need. We greatly appreciate the generosity of the public to help 
keep hospital shelves stocked during this uncertain time.  
 
 
The church office had a request to mail out the instructions for making face masks. These are 
from the Valley Health website. 
 

Instructions for Homemade Face Mask —With Elastic  
Materials needed • Tight-weave cotton fabric (i.e. quilting cotton)  Fabric must be purchased 
within the past year and never used. Wash and dry fabric without fragrance or dyes prior to 
sewing.•    Rope Elastic, beading cord elastic will work (you may also use 1/8” flat elastic if ¼” 
is unavailable. Some have used wider flat elastic and cut it in half with some success). 
One adult mask requires two (2) 9”x6” pieces tight-weave cotton and two 7” pieces of 1/4 inch 
elastic. Therefore, one yard of 44” wide fabric yields 12-15 masks. You need 7.5 yards of elastic 
for 25 masks (14 inches per mask). 
You can make two sizes: Adult or Child.  Adult-sized masks will be the greatest need.  
1. Put right sides of cotton fabric together (Be sure any fabric design is placed horizontally.)     a. 
Cut 9x6 (Adult) or 7.5 x 5 (Child) 
2.     Starting at the center of the bottom edge, sew to the first corner, stop. Sew the elastic with 
the edge out into the corner. A few stitches forward and back will hold this. 
3.     Sew to the next corner, stop, and bring the other end of the same elastic to the corner and 
sew a few stitches forward and back. 
4.     Now sew across that top of the mask to the next corner. Again, put an elastic with the  edge 
out. 
5. Sew to the next corner and sew in the other end of the same elastic. 
6. Sew across the bottom leaving about 1.5” to 2” open. Stop, cut the thread. Turn inside out. 
7. Pin 3 tucks on each side of the mask. Make sure the tucks are the same direction8. Sew around 
the edge of the mask twice. 
 
 


