
Sunday, May 3, 2020          
Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Stephens City VA 
 
PRELUDE 
 
GREETING 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed, Alleluia! 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also, with you. 
 
GATHERING SONG  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the valleys of death. Guide us 
by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 2:42-47                Diann Dailey 
A reading from Acts. 
42[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the 
prayers. 
  43Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. 44All who 
believed were together and had all things in common; 45they would sell their possessions and goods and 
distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, 
they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having the 
goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 
The word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM 

 
 
 
 
 



SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:19-25 
A reading from 1 Peter. 
19It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. 20If you endure when you 
are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have 
God’s approval. 21For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 
example, so that you should follow in his steps. 
 22“He committed no sin, 
  and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
23When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted himself 
to the one who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we 
might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 25For you were going astray like sheep, but 
now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 
The word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 
GOSPEL: John 10:1-10 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said:] 1“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by 
another way is a thief and a bandit. 2The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3The 
gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them 
out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know 
his voice. 5They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of 
strangers.” 6Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 
  7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8All who came before me are 
thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, 
and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that 
they may have life, and have it abundantly.” 
The gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                       Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
 
 

 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY   

 
 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times and places in 
praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 

Guiding God, no one should be in want. Bid the nations to return to your paths of righteousness and inspire our 
leaders to walk in your ways, so that all may have the opportunity to live abundantly and sustainably. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for everyone in this time of physical distancing because of the coronavirus, and especially for those 
isolated physically or emotionally through incarceration, addiction, mental illness, chronic suffering, grief, 
sickness and all in need, especially Pauline, Charlotte, Louise, Loretta, Rodney, Star, Yvonne, Carroll, and 
Greg. We pray for comfort for those who cannot be with family members who are in the hospital or other health 
care facilities. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 

We pray for those who work among the sick, in hospitals, health care facilities, nursing homes, assisted living 
communities, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the World Health Organization, and all 
researchers and scientists. Give them strength, courage, and confidence in all they do. Encourage them when 
their efforts seem futile, when death prevails or when they reach the limits of their strength. May they be 
thankful for every sign of health you give, and humble before the mystery of your healing grace. We remember 
especially William, John, Stacy, Mike, Liz, James, Dixie, David, Evan, Bill and all medical personnel and first 
responders. We also pray for all those who work in many ways to ensure we have necessities and food 
available. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 

We pray for teachers and students in this time of on-line learning. Calm the fears of children. Give support to 
educators and guidance to school administrators as they make decisions. Give parents creativity and patience. 
We pray for workers as they face uncertainty; for those who find themselves unemployed or underemployed 
and those in crisis without income. We pray for guidance for all community leaders making decisions, and for 
protection for all who travel, especially those far from home. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer 
 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your eternal care, 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
The God of steadfastness and encouragement 
grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus.  Amen. 
 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 



 
SENDING SONG  

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
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URL for our Sunday meetings:   https://zoom.us/j/823730844  Meeting ID number 823 730 844.   You may, 
also, join Zoom to Worship by telephone (mobile or landline).  To do this, dial the number 1-646- 876-9923 
and, at the prompt, enter the Meeting ID number 823 730 844 

Telephone conference call:  Dial either Toll Access (preferred) 1-916-558-7514 or Toll-Free 1-866-
730-7514  When prompted enter PIN #  756101 
 
A word of thanks to Jerry Rogers (Yay! He's back on he's feet!) and Will Wolf for doing some yard work at the 
church last week.  Also, to Martha Cooley has been watering the indoor plants and doing some weeding as well. 
 
The games/fun are a little something for you. Now here's how you can do something for someone else. The 
Valley Assistance Network (VAN), a program of The United Way, has a few openings for remote volunteers to 
help with resource navigation and money management.  Call 540-773-3178 for information. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


