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There was a boy that was continually getting into trouble at school. His parents 
were at their wits end as to what to do about his behavior. They asked if the pastor 
would be willing to talk with their son. Perhaps he could help the boy to see the 
error of his ways. The pastor agreed and the day came for the boy to have his 
meeting at the church.  

The boy and his mother were welcomed into the pastor’s office and the pastor sat 
down behind his big, imposing desk. He invited the boy to sit in the chair opposite 
him. The boy did, but not without some fear and trembling.  

Once the boy was settled, the pastor leaned across the desk and asked, “Where 
is God?” The boy’s eyes got wide and his trembling became even more 
noticeable. His mother, sitting a little way off nodded her head in approval. When 
the boy didn’t answer, the pastor, again, asked, “Where is God?” The boy’s 
trembling became even more intense, and he started sweating. His mother 
thought to herself, “Now he’s getting what he needs,” as her son fidgeted fearfully. 
Once again, the pastor leaned across the desk and asked, “Where is God?”  

At that, the boy screamed, burst into tears, ran from the room and all the way 
home. Mom smiled, and thought, “Good, now he’s got the fear of God in him. 
Things will be better now.” Meanwhile the boy had breathlessly run through his 
front door, crying out for his father who had just gotten home from work. “Dad!’ he 
cried. “Dad!” Something horrible has happened! They’ve lost God over at the 
church! And Pastor seems to think I had something to do with it!”  

It’s a cute little story, but in these days of isolation and fear of COVID-19, it really 
does raise the same question for us: Where is God?  With all the pain and 
suffering that has been happening-  illnesses, deaths, tornadoes, severe storms, 
spread of disease, economic woes, loss of employment, empty grocery shelves… 
it may seem like we’ve lost God.   I’ll come back to this in a few moments.  

I expect the disciples on the road to Emmaus felt they had lost God—or at the 
very least, they had lost the one who had brought the truth about God’s love and 
grace to them. As they walked they were talking sadly about all that had 
happened: Jesus, their Lord’s, arrest and trial, his crucifixion and death, the news 
that his body had disappeared from the tomb.  

Where was Jesus? How could he have died and left them without a leader? Who 
was responsible for the disappearance of his body? They were so immersed in 
their anger, grief and dashed hopes about what they thought Jesus was going to 



do for the people of Israel that they didn’t recognize Jesus walking right alongside 
of them. Jesus even interpreted for them all the prophetic writings of the scriptures 
that explained the Messiah’s purpose and described his fate. Still, they didn’t know 
who was there speaking with them. Yet they invited this “stranger” to Sunday 
dinner. 

They didn’t realize who he was until they sat down at the table and Jesus blessed 
and broke the bread. Then they saw him. They recognized their Lord and savior. 
He wasn’t lost! Jesus was alive and well. And his presence was made known in 
the breaking of the bread.  

In hindsight, the disciples realized that their hearts had been afire while Jesus had 
opened the scriptures to them. Their hearts seemed to know what their eyes could 
not see. At the meal, the eyes of their hearts were opened and they saw the risen 
Jesus! And they were inspired to tell others what they knew to be true. God was 
not lost! Jesus was alive! 

In midst of the events and challenges of these days of pandemic and disasters, it 
can seem to some that God is lost.  Where is God in all the suffering and pain?  
Why does it seem that God has abandoned us? Like the disciples so long ago, we 
are struggling to understand both as a community and as individuals.  We are 
struggling to recognize the presence of our Lord amidst all the chaos. 

Yet, I have heard so many stories that show how people are helping, connecting 
with and supporting others in spite of mandated social distancing.  Like Trinity, 
churches all over the world have taken to the internet or telephone to provide 
worship and God’s Word of grace and hope. Like Trinity, members of faith 
communities are calling one and encouraging one another more regularly than 
before.  Like Trinity, church volunteers and leaders continue to ensure that 
administration, ministries and property are being maintained in preparation for the 
future. 

 I’ve heard families talk of the ways God helped them by bringing healing or 
through the kindness of hospital staff who ensured that they were able to be with- 
although virtually- their loved ones when they were dying.  I’ve seen folks defying 
stay-at-home orders to take groceries or meals to their neighbors or to other 
persons they know.  I’ve seen people singing together from their windows and 
doorways or coming together online from all over the U.S. and the world to share 
comfort and music.  I’ve seen individuals and families posting signs of 
appreciation for those who are first responders and medical staff caring for the ill 
and dying as well as all who continue to remove our trash, pharmacists, grocery 
store workers and so many more.  I’ve seen children drawing pictures on 
sidewalks to brighten the day of anyone who might walk by.  I’ve seen the 
continued commitment of police, fire and rescue, medical personnel and other first 



responders, even when they are putting their own lives at risk.  As for me, I call 
these God sightings.  For me, all this is God at work.  God is not lost, but is very 
much involved.  The God I serve is not vengeful or judgemental but lovingly and 
actively caring for the world and its people through the work of the very human 
beings God created.  You and me! 

What is keeping you from recognizing Jesus’ presence with you today?  Is it the 
loneliness of being stuck in your home or apartment with little human interaction?  
Is it the loss of the social interaction of church activities and worship?  Is it the 
inability to do the very thing that helped the disciples recognize Jesus with them—
share the bread and wine of Communion?  Is it merely the overwhelming nature of 
the times we are living in? 

In the story, we are told that the eyes of the disciples were “kept from recognizing 
Jesus.” The story also teaches the means that God uses to open their eyes to the 
power of the living Lord and to encourage their faith and witness.   These same 
things will help us when we are feeling as if God has lost us or we are having 
trouble seeing Jesus present with us.  They are: 

1. Share our fears and pain with Jesus and with one another. That’s what the 
disciples did as they walked along the Emmaus road. This is what we do through 
prayer and caring conversations with others.  Take time each day to talk with 
Jesus about your concerns, fears, and the needs of others who are on your mind.  
Have caring conversation with and listen to others who need to share. 

2. Learn from, receive guidance and obtain comfort from God’s word in the 
Holy Scriptures. Remember, that Jesus “opened the scriptures” for the two 
disciples. During these days at home we have the perfect opportunity to spend 
more time reading and studying the bible and the messages of hope for the future 
found in it. Find a daily reading plan that you like. Check the Trinity website for 
links to studies or join me in the studies that will be provided over the next months 
either on the website or via Zoom.  The first study will be on Faith and based on 
Hebrews 11. 

3. Become re-charged or fired up through the witness of others and by 
witnessing to others.  Although we aren’t able to be together with other 
Christians as before, we can still be encouraged by hearing and sharing faith 
stories. What would you share about your faith in and love for Jesus that sustains 
you in this time?  What are the “God sightings” you experience that show you 
God’s presence?  Write these down.  Send a copy for us to include in Trinity’s 
communications. Put it in a post on Facebook.  Share your experience with those 
you talk with on the phone or correspond with through email or letters. 



 4. Remember the Sabbath to keep holy by taking time worship and to be 
restored, refreshed, and empowered for life and service. The disciples were 
on their way to Emmaus on that Sunday, a week after the resurrection, in order to 
break bread- in other words, they were going to worship and remember Jesus 
through the meal- just as Jesus had told them to do. It was when Jesus took the 
bread and broke it that everything became clear and they recognized the risen 
Lord. 

It may seem strange to be worshiping while sitting at home.  Here are some ways 
to help you keep your Sunday sabbath holy.  Set aside this time each Sunday and 
arrange your seat and screen for the best view. Think of this as sitting in the pew 
at church with your family.  Light a candle like those lit in the chancel.  Dress as 
you would to attend worship.  Afterwards, take time to talk with your family or 
friends about what you learned from the lessons and sermon. Say a special prayer 
in remembrance of Jesus and what he has done for us, such as the Words of 
Institution, when you sit down at the table for your Sunday meal.  No, this won’t be 
the same as taking Holy Communion at church, but it will be a means of spiritual 
communion, a reminder that Jesus is with you as you eat your meal, and a 
celebration of Jesus’ love until we are together again.  

Jesus’ presence seemed so clear to us a short time ago before COVID-19 entered 
and disrupted our lives, but now, where is God? Of course, God is right where 
God promised to be- present with us through the Holy Spirit as we gather in God’s 
name, listen to God’s word in the scriptures, say together the words of the liturgy, 
sing the hymns and share in prayer for the needs of our church, our society and 
our world.  

If we are having trouble seeing Jesus during these times, God has given us the 
means to renewed sight: Prayer, bible reading and study, faith-sharing, and 
worship together.  In other words, when you feel as if you’ve lost God, go where 
Jesus has promised to be, spend time in his presence, and experience his love, 
forgiveness and blessing. God was never lost. Perhaps you were unable to see 
Jesus walking right alongside you.  

Like the disciples on the road to Emmaus, let your eyes opened and your hearts 
be fired up. Jesus is alive and well and is here FOR YOU and for all people! Now, 
it’s your chance to tell others what you know!  AMEN 

 


