
Sunday, May 10, 2020  
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Stephens City VA  

 
 
PRELUDE 
 
GREETING 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed, Alleluia! 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

GATHERING SONG  
 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love one another, to 
follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

 



FIRST READING: Acts 7:55-60                    Christine Cornwell 
A reading from Acts. 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the 
right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand 
of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58Then they 
dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man 
named Saul. 59While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt 
down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
 1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; 
  deliver me in your righteousness. 
 2Incline your ear to me; 
  make haste to deliver me. 
 3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; 
  for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me. 
 4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, 
  for you are my tower of strength.  
 5Into your hands I commend my spirit, 
  for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth. 
 15My times are in your hand; 
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me. 
 16Let your face shine upon your servant; 
  save me in your steadfast love.”  
 
SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
A reading from 1 Peter. 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation—3if indeed 
you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
  4Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like 
living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture:  
 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
  a cornerstone chosen and precious; 
 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,  
 “The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the very head of the corner,” 
8and  “A stone that makes them stumble, 
  and a rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
  9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may 
proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 
 10Once you were not a people, 
  but now you are God’s people; 
 once you had not received mercy, 
  but now you have received mercy. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 
GOSPEL: John 14:1-14 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2In my 
Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 
place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that 
where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to 
him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the 
way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know 
my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
  8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, “Have I been 
with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can 
you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words 
that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I 
am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 
12Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father 
may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON           Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  

 



CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times and places in 
praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

Build us up, mothering God, as living stones united in your spiritual house. Continually strengthen your church 
as it is sent forth to proclaim your love. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
 

God of healing and rest, help those whose hearts are heavy and weighed down by many troubles. Comfort their 
suffering, ease their distress, and carry their burdens especially Pauline, Charlotte, Louise, Loretta, Rodney, 
Star, Yvonne, Carroll, the Wolf family and Greg. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for those who work among the sick, in hospitals, health care facilities, nursing homes, assisted living 
communities, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the World Health Organization, and all 
researchers and scientists. Give them strength, courage, and confidence in all they do. Encourage them when 
their efforts seem futile, when death prevails or when they reach the limits of their strength. May they be 
thankful for every sign of health you give, and humble before the mystery of your healing grace. We remember 
especially William, John, Stacy, Mike, Liz, James, Dixie, David, Evan, Bill and all medical personnel and first 
responders. We also pray for all those who work in many ways to ensure we have necessities and food 
available. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Generous God, you call into your brilliant light all who have died. Give us faith to take hold of the promise of 
your eternal life. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your eternal care; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The peace of the Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 
 
 



 
OFFERING  

Some of you are thinking, well that’s different. We’re not in church, so how can we take an offering?  
Typically, there is a time during worship when we show our thanks and praise to God by presenting our 
offerings of monetary gifts, special music, and the bread and wine for the altar, right?  When we changed to 
having our service online, we lost the opportunity to present our offerings to God during worship; we lost a very 
tangible and visible way that we can, as a community and as individuals, return to God what God has first given 
us. 
So each Sunday we will present our offerings to our Lord as before.  The difference will be in the ways we do 
this.   Remember Pastor’s sermon where she mentioned how important it is to share our stories of faith or to be 
watchful for “God Sightings”?  This is your chance to share.  Take a little time this week to do one of the 
following:   

 Tell/write a story of gratitude 
 Tell/write a story of generosity you experienced or saw. 
 Share a “God Sighting”-  Where did you see God active in your life or in the community? 
 Write a poem, sing or play a song or draw a picture to share that will help someone else know God 

loves them or give inspiration through its beauty or message. 
 Share how your faith is sustaining you during COVID-19 
 Choose a way to help someone this week- this could be a neighbor or an older person who lives 

alone. 
Of course, you can prepare your regular offering to send to the church We are very thankful for your 
generosity during these strange times of social distancing.  Every week, envelopes arrive in the mail or are 
dropped off at the office. Some who use virtual banking provide their offering online.  We realize some may be 
struggling financially.  We give thanks for any support that is provided to keep Trinity’s ministries healthy until 
we are together again and in the future. 
Our offerings are ways to inspire, comfort, serve, and minister to others.  So, I ask that you Text, email, 
or mail your “offering” to me or the church office before next Sunday. With your permission, during the 
offering time in the next weeks I will share some of your gifts of thanksgiving and praise to God. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 
raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 
and turn your mourning into dancing. 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

SENDING SONG  

 

 

DISMISSAL 
Christ is risen, just as he said. 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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Our Sunday meetings:  
 

Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   https://zoom.us/j/823730844  Meeting ID number 823 730 844.   
You may, also, join by telephone (mobile or landline).  To do this, dial the long-distance number 1-
646- 876-9923 and, at the prompt, enter the Meeting ID number 823 730 844 
   

Call to Worship, 11AM  Phone # 1-712-832-8330 (Not toll-free)  Participant PIN 3504615 
 
Coffee and Bible Study on Wednesdays. Join Pastor JMe for a cup of coffee (or tea, or cocoa, or 
a glass of water, or cola....) and a chat on Wednesdays at 10:30. 
Stick around for the Bible Study that begins at 11AM. She'll be talking about "faith" - that's a wide 
subject, discussion possibilities are endless! 
Here are the meeting details:  
Checking in conversation:  10:30 a.m.  
Bible Study on Faith:  11:00 a.m. 
Every week on Wed, until Jun 17, 2020 
Please note that there is a numerical password required to join the meeting- this gives us 
more privacy. 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89034651233?pwd=cFlsWTBSVEhCRGQyNUdBbVE3VDA1Zz09 
     Meeting ID: 890 3465 1233 
     Password: 900719 
  
Dial from your land or cell phone 
        +1 301 715 8592 
Meeting ID: 890 3465 1233 
Password: 900719 
 
We extend Christian sympathy to Darla and the Wolf family at the death of her uncle last 
weekend. 
 
At its May 5, 2020 meeting your congregation council regretfully accepted the resignation of Ken 
Cibroski. The council has elected Dan Painter as council Vice President to replace Ken. 
 
Bright Futures Frederick-Winchester is working collaboratively with Frederick County and 
Winchester Public Schools to help students and families in need while schools are closed due to 
COVID-19. Food donations can be dropped off at the Bright Futures Distribution Center, located 
at 178 Indian Hollow Road, at any time and should be placed in the bins located at the entrance to 
the center. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 


