
Sunday, May 24, 2020  
Seventh Sunday of Easter 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Stephens City, VA 
 
PRELUDE 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you. 
 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right hand. Unite us 
with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be drawn into your 
bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Acts 1:6-14                     Sue Scheulen 
A reading from Acts. 
6When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the time when you will 
restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the 
Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth.” 9When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him 
out of their sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men 



in white robes stood by them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward 
heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you 
saw him go into heaven.” 
  12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a 
sabbath day’s journey away. 13When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where 
they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 
Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14All these were 
constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother 
of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
The word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM 68:1-10, 32-35 
 1Let God arise, and let God’s enemies be scattered; 
  let those who | hate God flee. 
 2As smoke is driven away, so you should drive them away; 
  as the wax melts before the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God. 
 3But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; 
  let them also be merry and joyful. 
 4Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name; exalt the one who rides the clouds; 
  I AM is that name, rejoice before God!  
 5In your holy habitation, O God, 
  you are a father to orphans, defender of widows; 
 6you give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners into freedom; 
  but the rebels shall live in desert places. 
 7O God, when you went forth before your people, 
  when you marched through the wilderness, 
 8the earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain, at the presence of God, the God of 
Sinai, 
  at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 
 9You sent a bountiful rain, O God; 
  you restored your inheritance when it languished. 
 10Your people found their home in it; 
  in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor.  
 32Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; 
  sing praises to the Lord. 
 33You ride in the heavens, O God, in the ancient heavens; 
  you send forth your voice, your mighty voice. 
 34Ascribe power to God, 
  whose majesty is over Israel; whose strength is in the skies. 
 35How wonderful you are in your holy places, O God of Israel, 
  giving strength and power to your people! Blessed be God!  
 
 
 
 



SECOND READING: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
A reading from 1 Peter. 
12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as 
though something strange were happening to you. 13But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s 
sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. 14If you are 
reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of 
God, is resting on you. 
 5:6Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due 
time. 7Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 8Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like 
a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. 9Resist him, 
steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing 
the same kinds of suffering. 10And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, 
who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and 
establish you. 11To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 
The word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 
GOSPEL: John 17:1-11 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples], he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, 
the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2since you have given him 
authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3And this is eternal 
life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4I glorified 
you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5So now, Father, glorify me in your own 
presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 
  6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, 
and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know that everything you have 
given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have 
received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9I 
am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom 
you gave me, because they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been 
glorified in them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am 
coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may 
be one, as we are one.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                         Pastor JMe Lowden 

 



 
 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times 
and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

O God, call your people to be one, as you are one. Unite your church in the truth of your gospel, 
the love of our neighbor, and the call to proclaim your reign to all people. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 



Breathe life into your creation. Guide your people as we explore the mysteries of the universe. We 
pray for the work of scientists and mathematicians whose skill enriches our understanding. We 
especially lift to you those working to find a vaccine for COVID-19. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 

Make your justice known among the nations of the earth. Protect the vulnerable especially in 
nations currently in crisis. Redirect those who use violence and greed as weapons. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Come to the aid of your children. We pray for those engulfed in grief, those without supportive 
families, and for all who are isolated, powerless, or afraid, that all may rest their anxieties in your 
care. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Give courage to all who embark on new ventures. We especially remember this day those who 
risked their lives to serve in our armed forces. Grant safety to those serving at home or abroad and 
assure them of your never-failing strength. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

You come near to us when we are lost, and you hear our distress. We pray for those who suffer in 
any way especially Pauline, Charlotte, Louise, Loretta, Rodney, Star, Carroll as well as those 
worldwide who have contracted or been exposed to the COVID 19 virus. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for those who work among the sick, in hospitals, health care facilities, nursing homes, 
assisted living communities, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the World Health 
Organization, and all researchers and scientists. Give them strength, courage, and confidence in all 
they do. Encourage them when their efforts seem futile, when death prevails or when they reach 
the limits of their strength. May they be thankful for every sign of health you give, and humble 
before the mystery of your healing grace. We remember especially William, John, Stacy, Mike, Liz, 
James, Dixie, David, Evan, Bill and all medical personnel and first responders. We also pray for all 
those who work in many ways to ensure we have necessities and food available. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your eternal 
care; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 



 
OFFERING 
Each Sunday we will present our offerings to our Lord as before.  The difference will be in the 
ways we do this.   It is important to share our stories of faith or to be watchful for “God 
Sightings”.  This is your chance to share.  Take a little time this week to do one of the following:   
• Tell/write a story of gratitude 
• Tell/write a story of generosity you experienced or saw. 
• Share a “God Sighting”- Where did you see God active in your life or in the community? 
• Write a poem, sing or play a song or draw a picture to share that will help someone else 
know God loves them or give inspiration through its beauty or message. 
• Share how your faith is sustaining you during COVID-19 
• Choose a way to help someone this week- this could be a neighbor or an older person who 
lives alone. 
 

You may take this time to prepare your regular offering to send to the church. We are very thankful 
for your generosity during these times of physical distancing.  Every week, envelopes arrive in the 
mail or are dropped off at the office. Some who use virtual banking provide their offering online.  
We realize some may be struggling financially.  We give thanks for any support that is provided to 
keep Trinity’s ministries healthy until we are together again and in the future. 
 

Our offerings are ways to inspire, comfort, serve, and minister to others.  So, I ask that you Text, 
email, or mail your “offering” to me or the church office before next Sunday. With your 
permission, during the offering time in the next weeks I will share some of your gifts of 
thanksgiving and praise to God. 
 
Here's a truncated version of an email received from Marcie Stern.  I've been able to go to work each and everyday 
since the pandemic and shutdowns began. I proudly work for a commercial cleaning company...I'm the Operations 
Coordinator and keep our office going! ... Sometimes I go home and my brain HURTS! :-) I'm very proud of our 
cleaners; their attitudes and dedication amaze me. ... our cleaners are still cleaning and volunteering to help when 
and where they can. ... we take time to pray together and share our prayer requests with one another. We lift each 
other up.... We are a team. That is one of the things that this pandemic has taught me - I work for a company that is 
a team.  On a personal note, the pandemic is not much different from what I live with on a daily basis. I have 
kidney disease and am always concerned about catching germs from others. I am careful to not shake hands (unless 
I'm passing the peace, of course) and do all sort of things to protect myself. I hope that the pandemic has taught 
people to stay home when sick and take better care of themselves.  I'm thankful to know that our Lord is in control 
and watching over us all. Trinity family, I miss you, and please stay safe until we meet again... Marcie Stern  
 
An offering shared by the Painters is this lovely photo of Amanda, their “Lutheran” dog 
who loves to attend Zoom to Worship with them each Sunday.  
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, fill you with hope, and 
turn your mourning into dancing. 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.   Amen. 
 



 
 
DISMISSAL 
Christ is risen, just as he said. 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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Our Sunday meetings:  
 

Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   https://zoom.us/j/823730844  Meeting ID number 823 730 844.   
You may, also, join by telephone (mobile or landline).  To do this, dial the long-distance number 1-
646-876-9923 and, at the prompt, enter the Meeting ID number 823 730 844 
 

Call to Worship, 11AM  Phone # 1-712-832-8330 (Not toll-free)  Participant PIN 3504615 
 

Videos of the service are uploaded each week to Trinity’s YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIYPLbYZ1RE_IZGJ9GDakIw 
 
Coffee and Bible Study on Wednesdays.  
Checking in conversation:  10:30 a.m.  
Bible Study using Hebrews 11, the Hall of Faith:  11:00 a.m. 
Every Wed, until Jun 17, 2020 
Please note that there is a numerical password required to join the meeting- this gives us more 
privacy. 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89034651233?pwd=cFlsWTBSVEhCRGQyNUdBbVE3VDA1Zz09 
     Meeting ID: 890 3465 1233 
     Password: 900719 
 



Dial from your land or cell phone  1-301-715-8592 
Meeting ID: 890 3465 1233 
Password: 900719 
 
You are encouraged to submit your non-monetary "offerings" to the church office each week. 
Pastor JMe will share some during the offering time at worship, and we'd like to share some in the 
weekly email newsletter as well. Please let us know when you submit if you prefer not to have your 
name used. 
 
There was a system wide issue with Zoom last Sunday, which caused problems with Zoom to 
Worship. Please remember, there is always the 11AM Call to Worship should for any reason you be 
unable to attend the Zoom service on a Sunday. 
 
Next Sunday, May 31, there will be NO Zoom to worship. The Northern Valley Conference of 
the Virginia Synod has recorded a worship service for Pentecost, with all the local Lutheran pastors 
participating. Pastor JMe is preaching. This will be available on Trinity’s YouTube channel. Call to 
worship will still take place at 11AM. 
 
 
Some of recommendations for congregations to return to worship include the 6-foot distancing 
rule. Measurements have been taken and Trinity can safely seat, at most, 35 people in the sanctuary 
and 30 in the parish hall. These numbers might vary (lower) as persons living in the same 
household are allowed to sit together. Having a limited number of seats begs the questions: who 
sits where, what if too many people show up, just to name a few.  

Congregants will be asked to enter through one door and leave by another. Everyone will be 
required to wear masks.  Singing will not be taking place, nor, likely, will be speaking in groups (like 
saying the creed or the Lord’s Prayer). 

Additionally, the church must be thoroughly disinfected after the service. We all know it is 
almost impossible to get disinfectant right now. For hard surfaces, much less for soft surfaces like 
pew and seat cushions. 

These are just a few of the things your pastor and council are working to find solutions to as 
they make plans to worship at Trinity once again. Your patience and understanding are deeply 
appreciated. 
 
REMINDER: The church office will be closed, tomorrow, Monday, May 25, in observance of 
Memorial Day. 
 

 


