
Sunday, May 31, 2020  
Pentecost 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Stephens City, VA 
 
PRELUDE 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 
GATHERING SONG  

 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into us your Holy Spirit. 
Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right judgment in all things and rejoice at all 
times in your peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 2:1-21 
A reading from Acts. 
1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. 2And suddenly 
from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where 
they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each 
of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the 
Spirit gave them ability. 
  5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at this 
sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native 
language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking 
Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9Parthians, Medes, 
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews 
and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s 
deeds of power.” 12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 
13But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 
  14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and 
all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are not 
drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was spoken 
through the prophet Joel: 
 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 
 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
 and your young men shall see visions, 
  and your old men shall dream dreams. 
 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
  in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
   and they shall prophesy. 
 19And I will show portents in the heaven above 
  and signs on the earth below, 
   blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
 20The sun shall be turned to darkness 
  and the moon to blood, 
   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 



PSALM: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
 24How manifold are your works, O LORD! 
  In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. 
 25Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too many to number, 
  living things both small and great. 
 26There go the ships to and fro, 
  and Leviathan, which you made for the sport of it. 
 27All of them look to you 
  to give them their food in due season.  
 28You give it to them; they gather it; 
  you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 
 29When you hide your face, they are terrified; 
  when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust. 
 30You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; 
  and so you renew the face of the earth. 
 31May the glory of the LORD endure forever; 
  O LORD, rejoice in all your works.  
 32You look at the earth and it trembles; 
  you touch the mountains and they smoke. 
 33I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; 
  I will praise my God while I have my being. 
 34May these words of mine please God. 
  I will rejoice in the LORD. 
 35bBless the LORD, O my soul. Hallelujah!  
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 
A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
3bNo one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 
  4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there are varieties of services, but the 
same Lord; 6and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in 
everyone. 7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8To one is given 
through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according 
to the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 
10to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to 
another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11All these are activated 
by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 
  12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though 
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one 
body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.   
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 
GOSPEL: John 20:19-23 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the 
sins of any, they are retained.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON     Just Breathe                     Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times 
and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 

We call on your spirit of unity, giving thanks for our different vocations. Activate and utilize the 
diverse gifts present in your church, that they reveal your love for all. Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
 

We call on your spirit of life, present in air, wind, humidity, storms, and oxygen in our atmosphere, 
breathing energy into all things. Heal with your breath the whole creation, especially those who 
struggle to breathe. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 



We call on your spirit of righteousness. Wherever we as a people are divided, unite us. Wherever 
we are prideful, humble us. Give each one of us a heart for justice and empathy. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We call on your spirit of healing. Bless nurses, doctors, midwives, chaplains, counselors, first 
responders and hospice workers as they care for those in need. We remember especially William, 
John, Stacy, Mike, Liz, James, Dixie, David, Evan, and Bill. We also pray for all those who work in 
many ways to ensure we have necessities and food available.  We pray for all who long for comfort 
especially Pauline, Charlotte, Louise, Loretta, Rodney, Star, Carroll, Nancy. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

We call on your spirit of hope. As you have led your saints in all times and places, stir in us the 
desire to follow their example, leading us from death to new life in you. Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your eternal 
care; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
OFFERING 
Each Sunday we will present our offerings to our Lord as before.  The difference will be in the 
ways we do this.   It is important to share our stories of faith or to be watchful for “God 
Sightings”.  This is your chance to share.  Take a little time this week to do one of the following:   
• Tell/write a story of gratitude 
• Tell/write a story of generosity you experienced or saw. 
• Share a “God Sighting”- Where did you see God active in your life or in the community? 
• Write a poem, sing or play a song or draw a picture to share that will help someone else 
know God loves them or give inspiration through its beauty or message. 
• Share how your faith is sustaining you during COVID-19 
• Choose a way to help someone this week- this could be a neighbor or an older person who 
lives alone. 
 

You may take this time to prepare your regular offering to send to the church. We are very thankful 
for your generosity during these times of physical distancing.  Every week, envelopes arrive in the 
mail or are dropped off at the office. Some who use virtual banking provide their offering online.  
We realize some may be struggling financially.  We give thanks for any support that is provided to 
keep Trinity’s ministries healthy until we are together again and in the future. 
 

Our offerings are ways to inspire, comfort, serve, and minister to others.  So, I ask that you Text, 
email, or mail your “offering” to me or the church office before next Sunday. With your 



permission, during the offering time in the next weeks I will share some of your gifts of 
thanksgiving and praise to God. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 
and turn your mourning into dancing. 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.                                                                                                               
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG  
 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 



POSTLUDE 
One in love, 
One in friendship true; 
One in hope 
One in spirit too. 
One in faith 
That God will care for you… 
Till we meet together again. 

Words and Music by Judith A. Helms 

From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. 
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   New address, meeting ID and Password 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89667529763?pwd=R3cxTTZSbGgvbVpMeFc1RGtpTWczZz09  
  Meeting ID number  896 6752 9763 Password 071559.   You may, also, join by telephone (mobile 
or landline).  To do this, dial the long-distance number 1-646-876-9923 or 1 301 715 8592 and, at 
the prompt, enter the Meeting ID number 896 6752 9763 
 

Call to Worship, 11AM  Phone # 1-712-832-8330 (Not toll-free)  Participant PIN 3504615 
 

Videos of the service are uploaded each week to Trinity’s YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIYPLbYZ1RE_IZGJ9GDakIw 
 
Coffee and Bible Study on Wednesdays.  
Checking in conversation:  10:30 a.m.  
Bible Study using Hebrews 11, the Hall of Faith:  11:00 a.m. 
Every Wed, until Jun 17, 2020 
Please note that there is a numerical password required to join the meeting- this gives us more 
privacy. 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89034651233?pwd=cFlsWTBSVEhCRGQyNUdBbVE3VDA1Zz09 
     Meeting ID: 890 3465 1233 
     Password: 900719 
 

Dial from your land or cell phone  1-301-715-8592 
Meeting ID: 890 3465 1233 
Password: 900719 
 
Trinity is helping folks in our community with food needs. There is a bin outside the Narthex 
doors during regular office hours for your donations of the following much needed items: Ramen 
noodles, spaghetti-o’s or other quick meals for children, snack packs of crackers and cheese, 
cookies or the like, granola bars, boxes of cereal, cookies, hamburger/tuna/chicken helper, bread. 
 



 
 


