
Sunday, June 14, 2020  
2nd Sunday after Pentecost  
 
PRELUDE 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
LAMENT AND CONFESSION ON RACISM 
P: The sin of racism hurts communities of color, fractures human relationships, and denies God’s good creation. 
Lament is a way for us to recognize the harm caused by racism.  Confession brings our repentance before God 
and through God’s forgiveness and guidance, our attitudes, words and actions will become means of justice and 
reconciliation. 
 

P:  We lift our voices to God in prayer: 
Within the whole human family, people of color have experienced both interpersonal aggression and structural 
oppression instead of abundant life. We recognize and lament the harm racism has caused to African Descent 
communities; Native American communities; Arab and Middle Eastern communities; Asian and Pacific 
Islander communities; and Latinx communities. We cry out to you, hear our lament, O God. 
 

P: We have assigned the notion of race to human beings created in God’s own divine image. We have judged 
God’s beautiful diversity by our flawed and artificial standards. We cry out to you, hear our lament, O God. 
 

 P: We have used language and images in ways that equate black and dark with dirt and sin, and that fail to 
welcome the treasures of darkness in God’s good creation. We cry out to you, hear our lament, O God. 
 

We have accepted practices in our churches and in our society that privilege whiteness over diversity and 
equity. We have been complicit in how racism continues to exclude and harm people of color. We cry out to 
you, hear our lament, O God. 
 

When one part of the body of Christ hurts, the whole body hurts. As we listen to people who are harmed by 
racism, we call to you, open our hearts, O God. 
 

As we reflect on our daily interactions with people and communities of color, we call to you, open our hearts, 
O God. 
 

As we reconsider what we have been taught about race and racism, we call to you, open our hearts, O God. 
 

As we contemplate what we have done and what we have left undone, we call to you, open our hearts, O God. 
 

As we labor to create a loving and safe community for our siblings of color, we call to you, open our hearts, O 
God. 
 

Holy and merciful God, forgive us for all ways that we as your people have shown prejudice and racism.  
We recommit ourselves to loving all our siblings in Christ as you have loved us. We pray in the name of the one 
who has made us one, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

P:  Hear these words of grace:  Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:35-39).  
Through forgiveness, God’s grace in Christ frees us for the difficult work of recognizing and responding to 
racism. God’s saving love creates grace-filled spaces within us and within our relationships.  
We are all part of one body in Christ, called to act with equity, fairness, and justice. Amen 
 
Lament and Confession on Racism adapted from a lament commissioned for All Creation Sings, a forthcoming liturgy and hymn 
supplement to Evangelical Lutheran Worship. Copyright © 2020 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 
 



GATHERING SONG  

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and brought us to yourself. Pour your love into our hearts, 
that, overflowing with joy, we may freely share the blessings of your realm and faithfully proclaim the good 
news of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME                     Pastor JMe 
 
 
 



FIRST READING: EXODUS 19:2-8a                      Anne Vermillion 
A reading from Exodus. 
2[The Israelites] had journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, and camped in the wilderness; 
Israel camped there in front of the mountain.3Then Moses went up to God; the LORD called to him from the 
mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the Israelites: 4You have seen what I did to 
the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5Now therefore, if you obey my 
voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole 
earth is mine, 6but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall 
speak to the Israelites.” 
  7So Moses came, summoned the elders of the people, and set before them all these words that the LORD had 
commanded him. 8aThe people all answered as one: “Everything that the LORD has spoken we will do.” 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM 100 
 1Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all you lands!   
2Serve the LORD with gladness; come into God’s presence with a song.  
3Know that the LORD is God, our maker to whom we belong;  
  we are God’s people and the sheep of God’s pasture.  
 4Enter the gates of the LORD with thanksgiving and the courts with praise; 
  give thanks and bless God’s holy name. 
 5Good indeed is the LORD, whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
  whose faithfulness endures from age to age.  
 
SECOND READING: ROMANS 5:1-8 
A reading from Romans. 
1Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have 
obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3And not 
only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance 
produces character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has 
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 
  6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7Indeed, rarely will anyone die 
for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. 8But God proves 
his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 
GOSPEL: MATTHEW 9:35-10:8 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
35Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the good news of the 
kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. 36When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, 
because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37Then he said to his disciples, “The 
harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his 
harvest.” 
 10:1Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, 
and to cure every disease and every sickness. 2These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also 



known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3Philip and Bartholomew; 
Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4Simon the Cananaean, and 
Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him. 
  5These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no 
town of the Samaritans, 6but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7As you go, proclaim the good 
news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 8Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out 
demons. You received without payment; give without payment.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON    You have to start somewhere           Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY sing twice 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 

Holy One, you bring us together and call us your own. Bless theologians, teachers, and preachers who help us 
grow in faith. Guide your church, that we might be a holy people. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

We have created divisions you will not own. In places of conflict, raise up leaders who work to develop lasting 
peace and reconciliation. Encourage organizations and individuals who care for all forced to leave their homes. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

You care for those who are harassed and helpless. Protect and defend those who are abused. Heal those who are 
sick. Feed all who hunger. Empower all whose voices go unheard and help us respond to the pressing needs of 
our neighbors. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

God of care, you created us in your image. Help us see your likeness in one another. Open our eyes to see and 
attend to all who face oppression and suffering. Console, heal, and nourish all in need especially Pauline, 
Charlotte, Louise, Loretta, Rodney, Star, Carroll, Nancy. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

We give you thanks, Holy God, for the faithful lives and witness of the Emmanual Nine:  Clementa, Cynthia, 
Daniel, DePayne, Ethel, Myra, Sharonda, Susie, and Tywanza, and surviving members of Mother Emanuel 
African Methodist Episcopal Church, in Charleston, SC.  They lovingly welcomed a stranger to join them in 
prayer and bible study, but this stranger shot and killed them, denying them the very humanity he claimed for 
himself, claiming rights and privileges associated with “whiteness.”  May their faith and witness to your 



forgiving love in Jesus Christ inspire all people to pursue paths of justice, courage, and self-giving love. Hear 
us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

Bless nurses, doctors, midwives, chaplains, counselors, first responders and hospice workers as they care for 
those in need. We remember especially William, John, Stacy, Mike, Liz, James, Dixie, David, Evan, and Bill. 
We also pray for all those who work in many ways to ensure we have necessities and food available. Hear us, O 
God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
OFFERING                            Christine Cornwell, solo, Eternal Spirit of the Living Christ 
Each Sunday we will present our offerings to our Lord.  It is important to share our stories of faith or to be 
watchful for “God Sightings”.  This is your chance to share.  Take a little time this week to do one of the 
following:   
• Tell/write a story of gratitude 
• Tell/write a story of generosity you experienced or saw. 
• Share a “God Sighting”- Where did you see God active in your life or in the community? 
• Write a poem, sing or play a song or draw a picture to share that will help someone else know God loves 
them or give inspiration through its beauty or message. 
• Share how your faith is sustaining you during COVID-19 
• Choose a way to help someone this week- this could be a neighbor or an older person who lives alone. 
 

You may take this time to prepare your regular offering to send to the church. We are very thankful for your 
generosity during these times of physical distancing.  Every week, envelopes arrive in the mail or are dropped 
off at the office. Some who use virtual banking provide their offering online.  We realize some may be 
struggling financially.  We give thanks for any support that is provided to keep Trinity’s ministries healthy until 
we are together again and in the future. 
 

Our offerings are ways to inspire, comfort, serve, and minister to others.  So, I ask that you Text, email, or mail 
your “offering” to me or the church office before next Sunday. With your permission, during the offering time 
in the next weeks I will share some of your gifts of thanksgiving and praise to God. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
May the Father bless you to be a blessing. 
May the Son give you courage to do justice, show mercy and walk humbly in your everyday lives. 
May the Spirit inspire you to love your neighbors as you love yourself.  Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING SONG  

 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
One in love, 
One in friendship true; 
One in hope 
One in spirit too. 
One in faith 
That God will care for you… 
Till we meet together again.                                Words and Music by Judith A. Helms 
 

                           From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. 
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 
 

 
Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89667529763?pwd=R3cxTTZSbGgvbVpMeFc1RGtpTWczZz09  
  Meeting ID number  896 6752 9763 Password 071559.     You may, also, join by telephone (mobile or 
landline).  To do this, dial the long-distance number 1-646-876-9923 and, at the prompt, enter the Meeting ID 
number 823 730 844 
 
Call to Worship, 11AM  Phone # 1-712-832-8330 (Not toll-free)  Participant PIN 3504615 
 
Videos of the service are uploaded each week to Trinity’s YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIYPLbYZ1RE_IZGJ9GDakIw 
 
 



Coffee and Bible Study on Wednesdays.  
Checking in conversation:  10:30 a.m.  
Bible Study using Hebrews 11, the Hall of Faith:  11:00 a.m. 
Please note that there is a numerical password required to join the meeting- this gives us more privacy. 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89034651233?pwd=cFlsWTBSVEhCRGQyNUdBbVE3VDA1Zz09 
     Meeting ID: 890 3465 1233       Password: 900719 
 
Dial from your land or cell phone  1-301-715-8592 
Meeting ID: 890 3465 1233  Password: 900719 
 
Your congregational council met Tuesday, June 2 and approved a plan for a restricted return to worship. The 
estimated date for the first service in the building is July 12.  It is recommended you read through the plan, posted 
on the church’s website. If you would like a hard copy, feel free to call the church office and request one be mailed 
to you. There will be many changes and it will be most helpful if you acquaint yourself with them prior to "opening 
day". 
 
If you are interested in being an usher, greeter or lector or serving on altar guild, when we return to worship, 
please contact Pastor JMe or Brenda. There will be mandatory training in the new ways of doing things. 
 
Trinity member Louise Poffenberger will turn 95 on June 20th. If you would like to wish her will her mailing 
address is: 1080 Bell Air St., Stephens City, 22655. Or give her a call at 540-866-2145. 
 
Good news! AmazonSmile is now available in the Amazon Shopping app on iOS and Android mobile phones. 
AmazonSmile customers can now support Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Amazon shopping app on 
iOS and Android mobile phones! Simply follow these instructions to turn on AmazonSmile and start generating 
donations.  
 Open the Amazon Shopping app on your device 
 Go into the main menu of the Amazon Shopping app and tap into 'Settings' 
 Tap 'AmazonSmile' and follow the on-screen instructions to complete the 

process 
 
Double your gift to Trinity Outreach Ministries   

Thanks to a $250 Daily Bread matching grant from the Virginia Synod, your gift to 
Trinity Outreach Ministries will have double the impact. Because of COVID-19, the 
number of individuals experiencing food insecurity has risen steadily in Virginia.  In the 
last two months, for example, Trinity Outreach Ministries has served 48 families with 

over 400 pounds of food with the help of three volunteers. With your help, Trinity Outreach Ministries will be 
able to continue to meet the needs in our community.  
 
You can make a gift by sending your donation to Trinity Lutheran Church with Outreach Ministry in the memo 
line and mailing it to the church.  
 
Thank you for your generosity. Thank you for helping us be church together for the sake of the world! 


