
Sunday, June 28, 2020  
4th Sunday after Pentecost 
Trinity Lutheran Church Stephens City VA 
 
PRELUDE 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. 
Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the 
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
GATHERING SONG  

 

“whoever gives even a cup of cold 
water to one of these little 
ones…none of these will lose their 
reward.” 
 

Matthew 10: 42 



GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy reshape the world. Mold us into 
a people who welcome your word and serve one another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 28:5-9 
A reading from Jeremiah. 
5The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and all the people who were 
standing in the house of the LORD; 6and the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the LORD do so; may the LORD 
fulfill the words that you have prophesied, and bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of 
the LORD, and all the exiles. 7But listen now to this word that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all 
the people. 8The prophets who preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence 
against many countries and great kingdoms. 9As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of that 
prophet comes true, then it will be known that the LORD has truly sent the prophet.” 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM: Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 
 1Your love, O LORD, forever will I sing; 
  from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness. 
 2For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is established forever; 
  you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens. 
 3“I have made a covenant with my chosen one; 
  I have sworn an oath to David my servant: 
 4‘I will establish your line forever, 
  and preserve your throne for all generations.’ ”  
 15Happy are the people who know the festal shout! 
  They walk, O LORD, in the light of your presence. 
 16They rejoice daily in your name; 
  they are jubilant in your righteousness. 
 17For you are the glory of their strength, 
  and by your favor our might is exalted. 
 18Truly, our shield belongs to the LORD; 
  our king to the Holy One of Israel.  
 
SECOND READING: Romans 6:12-23 
A reading from Romans. 
12Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions. 13No longer present 
your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been 
brought from death to life, and present your members to God as instruments of righteousness. 14For sin will have 
no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.  

  15What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! 16Do you not know 
that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of 
sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17But thanks be to God that you, 
having once been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were 
entrusted, 18and that you, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. 19I am speaking in 
human terms because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to 



impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness for 
sanctification. 
  20When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21So what advantage did you then 
get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those things is death. 22But now that you have 
been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. 23For 
the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 
GOSPEL: MATTHEW 10:40-42 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said to the twelve:] 40“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the 
one who sent me. 41Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and 
whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the 
righteous; 42and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—
truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON           Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  

 
 
 



CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 

God of companionship, encourage our relationships with our siblings in Christ. Bless our conversations. Shape 
our shared future and give us hearts eager to join in a festal shout of praise. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great. 
 

You make your creation thrive and grow to provide all that we need. Inspire us to care for our environment and 
be attuned to where the earth is crying out. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Your grace is poured out for all. Inspire authorities, judges, and politicians to act with compassion. Teach us to 
overcome fear with hope, meet hate with love, and welcome one another as we would welcome you. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Bless nurses, doctors, midwives, chaplains, counselors, first responders and hospice workers as they care for 
those in need. We remember especially William, John, Stacy, Mike, Liz, James, Dixie, David, Evan, and Bill. 
We also pray for all those who work in many ways to ensure we have necessities and food available. Hear us, O 
God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

God of care, accompany all who are in deepest need. Comfort those who are sick, lonely, grieving or abandoned 
especially Pauline, Charlotte, Louise, Loretta, Rodney, Mike, Nancy, the Groah family. Strengthen those who 
are in prison or awaiting trial. Renew the spirits of all who call upon you. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great. 
 

We give thanks for this congregation. Give us passion to embrace your mission and the vision to recognize 
where you are leading us. Teach us how to live more faithfully with each other. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great. 
 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
Each Sunday we will present our offerings to our Lord as before.  The difference will be in the ways we do this.   
It is important to share our stories of faith or to be watchful for “God Sightings”.  This is your chance to share.  
Take a little time this week to do one of the following:   
• Tell/write a story of gratitude or a story of generosity you experienced or saw. 
• Share a “God Sighting”- Where did you see God active in your life or in the community? 
• Write a poem, sing or play a song or draw a picture to share that will help someone else know God loves 
them or give inspiration through its beauty or message. 
• Share how your faith is sustaining you during COVID-19 
• Choose a way to help someone this week- this could be a neighbor or an older person who lives alone. 
 



You may take this time to prepare your regular offering to send to the church. We are very thankful for your 
generosity during these times of physical distancing.  Every week, envelopes arrive in the mail or are dropped 
off at the office. Some who use virtual banking provide their offering online.  We realize some may be 
struggling financially.  We give thanks for any support that is provided to keep Trinity’s ministries healthy. 
 

Our offerings are ways to inspire, comfort, serve, and minister to others.  So, I ask that you Text, email, or mail 
your “offering” to me or the church office before next Sunday. With your permission, during the offering time 
in the next weeks I will share some of your gifts of thanksgiving and praise to God. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG  

 



DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Coffee and Bible Study on Wednesdays.  
Checking in conversation:  10:30 a.m.  
Bible Study using Hebrews 11, the Hall of Faith:  11:00 a.m. 
This week is the last session. There will be a “summer recess” for July. A new class will begin in August. 
Please note that there is a numerical password required to join the meeting- this gives us more privacy. 
Join Zoom Meeting 
 
Dial from your land or cell phone  1-301-715-8592  Meeting ID: 890 3465 1233    Password: 900719 
 
Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM     Join by telephone (mobile or landline).  To do this, dial the long-distance number 1-
646-876-9923 and, at the prompt, enter the Meeting ID number 823 730 844 
 
Call to Worship, 11AM  Phone # 1-712-832-8330 (Not toll-free)  Participant PIN 3504615 
 
Videos of the service are uploaded each week to Trinity’s YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIYPLbYZ1RE_IZGJ9GDakIw 
 
Considerations for returning to in-person worship  

o We ask that everyone wear a mask; masks will be available if you forgot or do not have one 
o Please remember and respect the 6-foot distancing between you and all others 
o Worshippers will be seated either in the sanctuary or the parish hall 
o There will be only one way to enter either worship area and one way to exit: 

 enter sanctuary through Narthex doors, exit through the front door facing Fairfax Street 
 enter parish hall through the Fairfax Street courtyard door, exit through parking lot doors 

o Worshippers will be led to their seat by a designated usher, you may have to wait your turn to be 
seated 

o Worshippers do not get to choose a seat; seating will be in order of arrival. This is in order that 
people are not passing by each other to get to a seat.  

o Worshippers will be ushered out after service, leaving in an orderly fashion according to where they 
are seated.  

o If you have had any symptoms such as nasal congestion, sore throat, fever, aches, cough, shortness 
of breath, please do not attend worship 

o In order to limit mobility around the building, you are asked to limit your morning fluid intake so as 
few people as possible use the restroom facilities. Yes, it sounds absurd, but there are no restroom 
attendants to disinfect between uses. 

 

 
 
 

 

If you have not already notified the pastor/church office of your intention to be in worship on Sunday, 
July 12, please do so. Call during regular office hours of Monday through Thursday 8AM-1PM  540-869-4019. 
This will help make certain there is room for everyone in attendance. 


