
We welcome you to worship. If you are participating in-person you are kindly asked to 
make your responses in a quiet, whisper-like voice. You are encouraged to read and 
follow the italicized instruction throughout this bulletin.  
 
PRELUDE  Abide With Us, O Lord Jesus Christ Marcel Dupré (1886-1971) 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy 
Spirit. 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.   Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG    Alleluia, Alleluia Give Thanks to the Risen Lord 
Congregation hum refrain with hand signs 

 

 

 



GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us into 
your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure 
the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3:5-12                  Marcie Stern 
A reading from 1 Kings. 
5At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I 
should give you.” 6And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your 
servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and 
in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, 
and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7And now, O LORD my God, you have 
made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not 
know how to go out or come in. 8And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you 
have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9Give your 
servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good 
and evil; for who can govern this your great people?” 
  10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11God said to him, “Because you have 
asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, 
but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12I now do according to 
your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you 
and no one like you shall arise after you.” 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
SECOND READING:   Romans 8:26-39 
A reading from Romans. 
26The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that 
very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who searches the heart, 
knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to 
the will of God. 
  28We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called 
according to his purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed 
to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30And 
those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and 
those whom he justified he also glorified. 
  31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32He who 
did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us 
everything else? 33Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 
34Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right 



hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35Who will separate us from the love of Christ? 
Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is 
written,  
 “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
The holy gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
31[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard 
seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it 
has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and 
make nests in its branches.” 
  33He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took 
and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 
  44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; 
then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
  45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46on finding 
one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
  47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish 
of every kind; 48when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets 
but threw out the bad. 49So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and 
separate the evil from the righteous 50and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
  51“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52And he said to them, 
“Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a 
household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN’S CHAT              Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
SERMON                         Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and 
all who are in need. 
 

Merciful God, your reign is revealed to us in common things: a mustard shrub, a woman 
baking bread, a fishing net. Help your church witness to the surprising yet common ways you 
encounter us in daily life. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

When your word is opened, it gives light and understanding. Increase our understanding and 
awe of your creation; guide the work of scientists and researchers. Treasuring the earth, may 
we live as grateful and healing caretakers of our home. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

As the birds of the air nest in branches of trees, gather the nations of the world into the 
welcoming shade of your merciful reign. Direct leaders of nations to build trust with each 
other and walk in the way of peace. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Your Spirit helps us in our weakness and intercedes for the saints according to your will. Help 
us when we do not know how to pray. Give comfort to the dying, refuge to the weary, justice 
to those who are oppressed, and healing to the sick especially Pauline, Charlotte, Louise, 
Rodney, Mike, Nancy, Carrol, and the Ruths family. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

You show steadfast love and direct us to ask of you what we need. Help this congregation ask 
boldly for what is most needed. Refresh us with new dreams of being your people in this place 
and time. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Bless nurses, doctors, midwives, chaplains, counselors, first responders and hospice workers 
as they care for those in need. We remember especially William, John, Stacy, Mike, Liz, 
James, Dixie, David, Evan, and Bill. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
PEACE   we ask that you remain in your seat, exchanging the peace with your neighbors 
using a nod of your head or sign language 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to become 
one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into your 
kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER spoken quietly 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Please wait for an usher to direct you to the Pastor. Communicants will receive the bread 
only. Those seated in the Parish Hall will receive the element at their seat by the Pastor once 
the congregants in the sanctuary have received. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of 
this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in 
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 

 
 
 
 



SENDING SONG   Seek Ye First         hum second verse 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE       Lobe den Herren             Johann Gottfried Walther (1684-1748) 
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In addition to in-person worship at Trinity, other worship opportunities are available. 
  
Zoom to Worship  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86180657165?pwd=RHBQNVJSR2daamVDWDV1bm1vNXRqQT09  
Phone in to Zoom: 
Dial +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 646 876 9923 US (New York) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 
  
Meeting ID: 861 8065 7165    Password: 964979 
  
Call to Worship, 11AM  Phone # 1-712-832-8330 (Not toll-free)  Participant PIN 3504615 
 
Videos of the service are uploaded each week to Trinity’s YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIYPLbYZ1RE_IZGJ9GDakIw 
 

 
 

A word of warm thanks from Amy Groah and her family for the expressions of sympathy upon 
the death of her father. 
 
Special thanks to Michael and Monica Lambert for accompanying us this morning on the hand 
chimes! 
 
Beginning in August Call to Worship will only take place on the first Sunday of the month.  In 
August, that will be Sunday, August 2.  Then the next Call to Worship will be on Sunday, 
September 6.  
 
Bible Study is taking a break and will return with a new topic sometime in August. Topic then 
will be Messianic prophesies in Isaiah. 
 
Trinity continues to help folks in our community with food needs. There is a bin outside the 
Narthex doors for your donations of the following much needed items: Ramen noodles, 
spaghetti-o’s or other quick meals for children, snack packs of crackers and cheese, cookies or the 
like, granola bars, boxes of cereal, cookies, hamburger/tuna/chicken helper, bread.  
 


