
PRELUDE   In Thee Lord Have I Put My Trust    Johann Christoph Bach (1642-1703) 
 

We welcome you to worship. If you are participating in-person you are kindly asked to make 
your responses in a quiet, whisper-like voice. You are encouraged to read and follow the 
italicized instruction throughout this bulletin. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us 
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, 
attentive to your Word, we may confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, and 
grow into the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 
unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that 
we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of 
your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen    
 
GATHERING SONG Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise  vs. 1 & 4 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts 
of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21                             Susan Scheulen 
A reading from Genesis. 
15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge 
against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16So they approached 
Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, 
forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please 
forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to 
him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 
19But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even though you 
intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as 
he is doing today. 21So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way 
he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12 
A reading from Romans. 
1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. 
2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3Those who eat must not 
despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for 
God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before 
their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them 
stand. 
  5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all 
be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the 
Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those 
who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. 
  7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, 
and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 
9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the 
living. 
  10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your 
brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11For it is written,  
 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 



  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
12So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how 
often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell 
you, seventy-seven times. 
  23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 
accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents 
was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his 
wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his knees 
before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for 
him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he 
went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him 
by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, 
‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and threw him into 
prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were 
greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord 
summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you 
pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 
34And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my 
heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from 
your heart.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN’S CHAT                          Pastor JM Lowden 
 
SERMON                            Pastor JM Lowden 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 
 

You welcome us when we are weak in faith. Uphold your church throughout the world; make it a 
place of welcome. Strengthen faith through Bible studies and Sunday schools, confirmation 
classes and youth ministries. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

The heights of the heavens show us the vastness of your steadfast love. Have compassion on your 
creation. Where human selfishness has brought ruin and destruction, we look to you to heal, 
renew, and redeem your world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Make your ways known to the nations. Speak kindness to our bitter grudges. Settle our hearts 
when we want to settle accounts with violence. Bless our leaders with patience and wisdom. Lord, 
in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Shelter all who are vulnerable in body, mind, or spirit especially Pauline, Charlotte, Louise, 
Rodney, Yvonne, Kim, Carrol.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

God of wisdom, your Son came among us as a teacher. Send your blessing on all who are engaged 
in the work of education: give them clearness of vision and freshness of thought, and enable them 
so to train the hearts and minds of their students that they may grow in wisdom and be prepared 
to face the challenges of life. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Teach us to forgive. Remind us that you do not always accuse us. Still our tongues when we are 
tempted to pass judgment and argue over opinions. Make this congregation a community of 
mercy for one another and for all our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 
 
PEACE we ask that you remain in your seat, exchanging the peace with your neighbors using a nod of your head 
or sign language 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with 
these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in 
feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER Spoken softly 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Please wait for an usher to direct you to the Pastor. Communicants will receive the bread only. Those seated in the 
Parish Hall will receive the element at their seat by the Pastor once the congregants in the sanctuary have received. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this 
gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love 
toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 



BLESSING 
 The God of compassion, hope and joy 
 Our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer 
 Bless your feet to carry you in to places of need. 
 Bless your lips to proclaim love and mercy. 
 Bless your heart to love and listen to those you encounter. 
 Bless your hands to care for the needs of your neighbors. 
 Bless you to be a blessing to others. 
 Now and always.   Amen 
 
SENDING SONG Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE   Praise Be to You, Jesus Christ       Johann Heinrich Buttstedt (1666-1727) 

 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. 
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Prelude and Postlude, Public Domain 
 

 
 

Today     Next Week 
Greeters  Monica Lambert, Maxine Rogers  Monica Lambert, Maxine Rogers 
Ushers  Jerry Rogers     Diann Dailey 
Lector   Sue Scheulen     Diann Dailey 
 



 
 
 
 
 
The chancel flowers are given to the glory of God by Martha Cooley and Mary Anderson in 
celebration of Ruby Ridings’ 100th birthday on September 19th.  
 
Pastor JMe’s Zoom check-in visits have resumed Tuesdays at 10AM followed at 10:30AM by 
a Bible study on the Messianic prophesies of Isaiah. This will be a 4-week study. Here is what 
you need to participate: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85984658839?pwd=Q0swREVYQWZlbXV0YmF0RTlOdGhJZz09 

Or call:  1 646 876 9923  or 1 301 715 8592  
Meeting ID: 859 8465 8839    Passcode: 900719 
 
Saturday, Trinity celebrates with Ruby Ridings who turns 100 this coming Saturday.  (She 
made the Living Lutheran this month, did you notice?) You can send cards to 1028 Germany Rd., 
Stephens City VA 22655. On the 19th you are welcome to stop by anytime in the afternoon for a 
short visit, or there will be a drive by parade (feel free to make signs or decorate your car).  Those 
participating in the parade can gather in the church parking lot at 1:45.  
 
Lutheran Disaster Response is responding to many needs right now: wildfires, COVID-19, 
severe storms, hurricanes and more. Even as we face multiple crises, by working together, we can 
reflect Christ’s light and hope to our neighbors in their time of need. You may donate on line 
through the elca.org website, or make a check payable to Lutheran Disaster Response and place it 
in the offering box/mail it in. If you want your donation to go to a specific disaster, indicate that 
on the memo line of your check (ie: “US Wildfires” or “US Hurricanes” etc.) 
 
This year, the Virginia Synod helped launch our first new congregation in many years. The 
congregation is called Micah Street Church: a Community of Hope and is located in 
Fredericksburg. This is an ecumenical congregation focused on individuals experiencing 
homelessness. One of the needs that has emerged since the congregation launched is the need to 
provide bibles for church participants. You can provide a NRSV Bible to Micah Street Church by 
making a $10 gift. Write your check to Trinity and put Micah Bible in the memo line. 
 
Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89667529763?pwd=R3cxTTZSbGgvbVpMeFc1RGtpTWczZz09  
  Meeting ID number  896 6752 9763 Password 071559.     You may, also, join by telephone (mobile or 
landline).  To do this, dial the long-distance number 1-646-876-9923 and, at the prompt, enter the 
Meeting ID number 823 730 844 
 

Call to Worship,  First Sunday of the month, 11AM  Phone # 1-712-832-8330 (Not toll-free)  
Participant PIN 3504615 Next: October 4 
 

Videos of the service are uploaded each week to Trinity’s YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIYPLbYZ1RE_IZGJ9GDakIw 



 
 
 

 


