
PRELUDE     Variations 1, 4 on “All Things Bright and Beautiful” James Esmond (b. 1975) 
We welcome you to worship. If you are participating in-person you are kindly asked to 
make your responses in a quiet, whisper-like voice. You are encouraged to read and follow 
the italicized instruction throughout this bulletin. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, in whose image we are made, who 
claims us and calls us beloved. Amen. 
Holy One, we confess that we are not awake for you. We are not faithful 
in using your gifts. We forget the least of our siblings. We do not see 
your beautiful image in one another. We are infected by sin that 
divides your beloved community. Open our hearts to your coming, 
open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, open our hands to serve your 
creation. Amen. 
Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to 
us. Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus 
you are called to rejoice! Let us live in the promises prepared for us from the 
foundation of the world. Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG  v. 1, 2    vs. 3 & 4 as closing hymn In Heaven Above 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical body of 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and 
commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love you, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Revelation 7:9-17       Sue Teal 
A reading from Revelation. 
9After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, 
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed 
in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, saying,  
 “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 
11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, 
and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12singing,  
 “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might 
 be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
  13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where have 
they come from?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These 
are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb. 
 15For this reason they are before the throne of God, 
  and worship him day and night within his temple, 
  and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 
 16They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 
  the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat; 
 17for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 
  and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 
 and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING: 1 John 3:1-3 
A reading from 1 John. 
1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what 
we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are 
God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he 
is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope in him 
purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came 
to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
  3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
  4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
  5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
  6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
  7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
  8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
  9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
  10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 
  11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 
you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the 
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
The gospel of the Lord.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN’S CHAT               Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
SERMON                 Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the 
church, the world, and all in need. 
 

Lord of all the saints, we praise you for evangelists and martyrs whose sacrifices witness to your 
gospel across time and space. Inspire us by their courage to carry our faith to new people and 
places around us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Lord of every nation, guide this country—red states and blue states, rural voters and urban voters, 
young and old—as we share in another national election. Kindle hearts eager to understand our 
common needs and seek our common good. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

We pray for those who need your healing especially Pauline, Charlotte, Louise, Carroll, Rodney, 
Yvonne, JMe, Jim and the Lambert and Rogers family. 
  

All Saints Commemoration.  During the following petition, the hymn “For All the Saints” will be played.  As 
each name is called, a member or representative of the family will come forward to light a candle and place a leaf for 
Trinity’s All Saints Banner on the table. 
Lord of every time, countless are the multitudes you have called by name and gathered to yourself. 
Comfort us as we grieve those who have died in the past year, Bill Herrell, Carlton and Virginia 
Snapp, Cathy Lovett and Loretta Ruths. In faith, may we join with them in ceaseless praise. Hear 
us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all 
creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. Amen. 



PEACE we ask that you remain in your seat, exchanging the peace with your neighbors using a nod of your head 
or sign language 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. Fill us 
with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, 
our redeemer and Lord. Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER whispered softly 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good.   
Please wait for an usher to direct you to the Pastor. Communicants will receive the bread only. Those seated in the 
Parish Hall will receive the element at their seat by the Pastor once the congregants in the sanctuary have received. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this 
gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love 
toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 



BLESSING 
The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus. Amen. 
 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG    In Heaven Above v. 3, 4 see page 1 of the bulletin 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE   Variation 5 on “All Things Bright and Beautiful”   James Esmond (b. 1975) 
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Today     Next Week 
Greeters  Maxine Rogers, Sue Teal   Hilda Painter, Maxine Rogers  
Lector   Sue Teal     Hilda Painter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All Saints' Day celebration has a long history in the worship life of the Christian Church. It 
began as a commemoration of the martyrs who had died for the faith, and it has since become a 
day when we honor and remember those who, in death, have joined the Church Triumphant, as 
well as the faithful saints of the present who serve Jesus Christ. Martin Luther held that all 
Christians are simultaneously sinner and saint--a sinner because of our rebellious nature, but a 
saint because of salvation in Jesus.  
Today, by reading their names and by ringing a bell and lighting a candle for each, we remember 
those of our congregation who have died during the past year. 

Carlton Raymond Snapp  August 21, 1926- November 11, 2019 
William Henry Herrell April 25, 1944 – November 22, 2019 

Virginia Elizabeth Snapp  January 22, 1927- December 29, 2019 
Catherin Leo Cooper Lovett  October 18, 1921- January 10, 2020 

Sudie Loretta Ruths       October 25, 1939-July 20, 2020 
 
Trinity Virtual Faith Formation for Children will begin today via Trinity’s YouTube channel, 
https://youtu.be/P-G0GtH4qbk 



 
Pastor JMe will have surgery on Wednesday, November 4. Please keep her and Bob in prayer. 
Pastor will be out of the pulpit, and the office for the next two weeks. She anticipates being back 
in the pulpit on November 22 and back in the office on the 23rd. Just in time for Advent! 
We will have The Service of the Word (no Communion) for the two Sundays that Pastor will be 
out.  These services will be led by lay members with the sermons provided by members of the 
synod staff via video projection. 
 

The Lutheran Church Women of Trinity will resume monthly meetings in November.  The 
first meeting, on Tuesday, November 10th, will be held at 1 p.m. in the Parish Hall.  Please come 
with ideas for future activities and the opportunity to spend a little time together after so long 
away.  Remember to wear your face mask for the meeting.  Protocols for COVID19 protection 
and prevention are still in place at Trinity until further notice. 
 

We will soon be telling you about donation needs for the holidays. But in the meantime, there 
is a constant need for food for many families in our community.  Donations to the bin 
outside the Narthex doors, or in the reception area are donated to the drive through food pantry 
at Life Church.  Keep this list handy and grab a few items each time you shop. Cereal, ramen 
noodles, mac and cheese, sloppy joe mix, canned pasta, toaster pastries (Pop-Tarts® etc.), granola 
bars, instant oatmeal packs, fruit snacks, laundry detergent. The pantry is getting more calls for 
foods children can have for lunch when parents are at work. 
 

Beginning today Trinity will be live streaming worship on FaceBook. Communion will also 
be offered on the first Sunday of the month to those wishing to commune through Zoom or 
Facebook with the in-person congregants. Those wishing to participate must notify the church 
office of your intent no later than 10AM the Tuesday prior to that Sunday. Pick up of the elements 
will be at the Narthex doors between 10-11AM on the Thursday prior to the first Sunday.  If you 
need the elements delivered, please let the church office know when you notify them of your 
intent to participate. For Dec.  reservations must be in by 10AM Dec. 1, and pick up is Dec. 3. 
 

As the holidays approach and many are looking to do more online 
shopping, remember if you shop at Amazon, to shop through Amazon 
Smile and designate “Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church” as your 
charitable recipient.  You can link directly by using the button in the 

Amazon Smile button at the bottom of Trinity’s website home page (trinitychurchvirginia.com) 
 
Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89667529763?pwd=R3cxTTZSbGgvbVpMeFc1RGtpTWczZz09  
  Meeting ID number  896 6752 9763 Password 071559.     You may, also, join by telephone (mobile or landline).  
To do this, dial the long-distance number 1-646-876-9923 and, at the prompt, enter the Meeting ID number 823 
730 844 
 

Facebook page for Facebook Live (you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account) 
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva 
 

Today, Call to Worship, 11AM  Phone # 1-712-832-8330 (Not toll-free)  Participant PIN 3504615 
 

Videos of the service are uploaded each week to Trinity’s YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIYPLbYZ1RE_IZGJ9GDakIw (or search for: Trinity Lutheran Church 
Stephens City VA) 


