
PRELUDE   Prelude      J.K.F. Fischer (1650-1746) 
We welcome you to worship. If you are participating in-person you are kindly asked to make your 
responses in a quiet, whisper-like voice. You are encouraged to read and follow the italicized instruction 
throughout this bulletin. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, in whose image we are made, 
who claims us and calls us beloved.  Amen. 
 

Holy One, we confess that we are not awake for you. We are not faithful 
in using your gifts. We forget the least of our siblings. We do not see 
your beautiful image in one another. We are infected by sin that 
divides your beloved community. Open our hearts to your coming, 
open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, open our hands to serve your 
creation. Amen. 
 

Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to 
us. Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus 
you are called to rejoice! Let us live in the promises prepared for us from the 
foundation of the world. Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG  v. 1    Let Streams of Living Justice 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and you give us all that 
we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day of 
your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18       Will Wolf           
A reading from Zephaniah. 
 7Be silent before the Lord GOD! 
  For the day of the LORD is at hand; 
 the LORD has prepared a sacrifice, 
  he has consecrated his guests. 
 12At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, 
  and I will punish the people 
 who rest complacently on their dregs, 
  those who say in their hearts, 
 “The LORD will not do good,  
  nor will he do harm.” 
 13Their wealth shall be plundered, 
  and their houses laid waste. 
 Though they build houses, 
  they shall not inhabit them; 
 though they plant vineyards, 
  they shall not drink wine from them. 
 14The great day of the LORD is near, 
  near and hastening fast; 
 the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter, 
  the warrior cries aloud there. 
 15That day will be a day of wrath, 
  a day of distress and anguish, 
 a day of ruin and devastation, 
  a day of darkness and gloom, 
 a day of clouds and thick darkness, 
  16a day of trumpet blast and battle cry 
 against the fortified cities 
  and against the lofty battlements. 
 17I will bring such distress upon people 
  that they shall walk like the blind; 
  because they have sinned against the LORD, 
 their blood shall be poured out like dust, 
  and their flesh like dung. 



 18Neither their silver nor their gold 
  will be able to save them 
  on the day of the LORD’s wrath; 
 in the fire of his passion 
  the whole earth shall be consumed; 
 for a full, a terrible end 
  he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
A reading from 1 Thessalonians. 
1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have 
anything written to you. 2For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come 
like a thief in the night. 3When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction 
will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! 
4But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; 5for you are all 
children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. 6So then let us not 
fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; 7for those who sleep sleep at night, 
and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and 
put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has 
destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died 
for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 11Therefore encourage one 
another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 25:14-30 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 14“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and 
entrusted his property to them; 15to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to 
each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16The one who had received the five talents 
went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. 17In the same way, the one 
who had the two talents made two more talents. 18But the one who had received the one talent 
went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19After a long time the master 
of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20Then the one who had received the five 
talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five 
talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and 
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many 
things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 22And the one with the two talents also came forward, 
saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 23His 
master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few 
things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 24Then the one 
who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh 



man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; 25so I was 
afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his 
master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, 
and gather where I did not scatter? 27Then you ought to have invested my money with the 
bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. 28So take the 
talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. 29For to all those who have, more will 
be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they 
have will be taken away. 30As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ” 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON              Video Guest Preacher 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
We pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the church, the world, and all in need. 
 

Lord of the church, ignite your people with the passion of your love. By the fire of your Holy 
Spirit, unify us across ministries, congregations, and denominations, and refine us to participate in 
your activity throughout the world. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Lord of creation, we stand in awe at the works of your hands and praise you for the beauty of 
nature. Bless the earth for your glory and restore its integrity where exploitation has caused ruin. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Lord of all in need, search out all who cry to you in distress. Scatter the heavy clouds of 
depression, chronic illness, unemployment, and loneliness with your radiant light. Send us as 
encouragement and signs of your healing. We pray especially for Pastor JMe, Pauline, Charlotte, 
Louise, Rodney, Yvonne, Carrol, and Edwin. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Lord of the stranger, stir up holy restlessness in us to extend love to those at the margins. Release 
our desire for control and open us to learn from the perspectives of others. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all 
creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  spoken in a soft whisper 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
PEACE we ask that you remain in your seat, exchanging the peace with your neighbors using a nod of your head 
or sign language 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 



OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to become one 
bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for 
yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG     v. 3       Let Streams of Living Justice 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE    Voluntary   Samuel Wesley (1766-1837) 
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Pastor JMe is home, recuperating from surgery. Please keep her and Bob in prayer. A warm 
thank you to Darla and Will Wolf for lending a hand by leading worship this week.  Pastor 
JMe anticipates being back in the pulpit next Sunday and back in the office on the 23rd. Just in 
time for Advent! 
 
The Angel Tree is going on line. Trinity will be using signup.com for the Angel Tree this year.  
The list web address will be posted here and in the weekly email hopefully next week.  Members 
can then go and sign up for their angels. Gifts are to be wrapped and dropped off at church 
absolutely no later than December 16.  Those with no internet access but wishing to participate in 
the Angel Tree, should contact Kim Begnaud at 664-8088 or the church office. 
 

Adult Faith Formation: For Such a Time As This 
Four Week Bible Study—Advent 2020 

 

 
Join Pastor JMe and other members of Trinity as we explore the message of the scriptures in light 
of our challenging times.  This study will be held both in person and virtually during the season of 
Advent.  We’ll be gathering on Sunday afternoons at 1 p.m. beginning Nov. 29, the first Sunday of 
Advent.  Please contact the Church Office by Wednesday, Nov. 25th, to register for this course. 
 
Trinity is continuing to collect donations of boxed dessert mixes for holiday baskets. The 
Thanksgiving baskets will be assembled this week and recipients will pick them up this Saturday. 
Continued donations are needed for the Christmas baskets which will be assembled the week of 
December 13th. And still, there is a constant need for food for many families in our 
community.  Donations (of non-dessert items) to the bin outside the Narthex doors, or in the 
reception area are donated to the drive through food pantry at Life Church.  Keep this list handy 
and grab a few items each time you shop. Cereal, ramen noodles, mac and cheese, sloppy joe mix, 
canned pasta, toaster pastries (Pop-Tarts® etc.), granola bars, instant oatmeal packs, fruit snacks, 
laundry detergent. The pantry is getting more calls for foods children can have for lunch when 



parents are at work. 
 
Ralph Gregory has 1,000+ daffodil bulbs that he is will to “give” away to anyone who would 
like some of them. In return he asks you make a donation to Trinity. Contact the church office if 
you are interested in getting some of these bulbs. 
 
Those who wish to provide flowers on the chancel, we have openings between now and 
Advent. Speak to Martha Cooley (869-4751) or call the church office. 
 
Trinity has begun live streaming worship on FaceBook. Communion will also be offered on the 
first Sunday of the month to those wishing to commune through Zoom or Facebook with the in-
person congregants. Those wishing to participate must notify the church office of your intent no 
later than 10AM the Tuesday prior to that Sunday. Pick up of the elements will be at the Narthex 
doors between 10-11AM on the Thursday prior to the first Sunday.  If you need the elements 
delivered, please let the church office know when you notify them of your intent to participate. 
For Dec.  reservations must be in by 10AM Dec. 1, and pick up is Dec. 3) 
 

As the holidays approach and many are looking to do more online 
shopping, remember if you shop at Amazon, to shop through Amazon 
Smile and designate “Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church” as your 
charitable recipient.  You can link directly by using the button in the 

Amazon Smile button at the bottom of Trinity’s website home page (trinitychurchvirginia.com) 
 
 
Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89667529763?pwd=R3cxTTZSbGgvbVpMeFc1RGtpTWczZz09  
  Meeting ID number  896 6752 9763 Password 071559.     You may, also, join by telephone 
(mobile or landline).  To do this, dial the long-distance number 1-646-876-9923 and, at the 
prompt, enter the Meeting ID number 823 730 844 
 

Facebook page for Facebook Live (you must have internet, but you do not need to have a 
Facebook account) https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheran.church.96/ 
 

Call to Worship, 11AM  Phone # 1-712-832-8330 (Not toll-free)  Participant PIN 3504615 
Next Dec. 6 
 

Videos of the service are uploaded each week to Trinity’s YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIYPLbYZ1RE_IZGJ9GDakIw 
 
 
 

Today     Next Week 
Greeters  Maxine Rogers, Monica Lambert  Maine Rogers, Anne Vermillion 
Lector   Will Wolf     Anne Vermillion 
  


