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Prelude                   Carols of the Season        Ricky Gearhart, organist; Heather Butler, violin 
  
Opening Dialog 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light! 
 Those who lived in a land of deep darkness, on them, light has shined! 
For unto us a child is born – unto us, a Son is given. 

 And his name shall be called: Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace! 

He is light  
 Whom the darkness shall not overcome! 
  
The Entrance Hymn v, 1 & 2           O Come, All Ye Faithful 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God be with you all. And also with you. 
 
  



 
Prayer of the Day 
Gracious and loving God, the coming of your light into the world brightens weary hearts with 
peace. Continually call us into the light of your love and empower us to proclaim the birth of 
Jesus, our Savior and Lord, this and every day of our lives.  Amen. 
  
The Lesson   Isaiah 9:2-7        Anne Vermillion 
  2The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
  and all the garments rolled in blood 
  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 6For a child has been born for us, 
  a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
  and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7His authority shall grow continually, 
  and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
  He will establish and uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 
  from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
Sing verses 1 and 2 prior to the reading the Gospel. At the conclusion, verse 3 is sung. 
 
The Gospel Verse                                Angels We Have Heard on High 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Holy Gospel According to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
Glory to you, Lord. 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth 
in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her 
child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in 
a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
  8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of 



David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
  15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let 
us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known 
to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and 
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these 
words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for 
all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
Sing verse 3 of Angels We Have Heard on High.  
  
Children’s Message                                Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
The Sermon                                 Pastor JMe Lowden 
  
Hymn    O, Little Town of Bethlehem 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
The Prayers of Intercession 
 Gathered with all who seek the Christ child, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are 
in need. 
A brief silence 
Wonderful counselor, on this holy night your church throughout the world celebrates the Word 
of God being born among us. Endow your church with a zeal for sharing your love and grace 
with all. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

Lord of hosts, the heavens are glad, the earth rejoices, and the trees sing for joy at your coming. 
Grant us wisdom to care for your creation in ways that benefit all of your creatures. Hear us, O 
God.  Your mercy is great. 
  

Prince of peace, your grace has appeared and brings salvation to all. Bring healing to people and 
nations divided by violence. Direct the leaders of the nations, so that in self-controlled, upright, 
and godly living, they may work toward peace. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
  

Mighty God of mercy, you come among us as a vulnerable infant. Protect all in need: those 
without homes or caregivers, those who grieve, all who are hungry, and all who are ill especially 
Terry, Grant, Pauline, Charlotte, Louise, Rodney, Yvonne, Carroll, Edwin, Juanita. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
  

Gracious God, we praise you for gathering us tonight to worship in holy splendor. Direct our 
worship, fellowship, and service, so that our lives and Christian witness may be pleasing to you. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
  



Everlasting God, your steadfast love never ends. Thank you for revealing your faithfulness and 
love to us through the saints of every time and place. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

  

Into your gracious hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your steadfast mercy; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Musical Offering             Ave Maria  Franz Schubert (1797-1828)              Heather Butler, violin 
 
Offering Prayer 
Holy God, your beauty shines forth from the manger and your love flows from the cross. As we 
gather the signs of your love come among us. Warm us to extend your care among the hungry and 
all in need. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
  
The Eucharist 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Holy God, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
All praise and glory are yours, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most-High, now and forever.  Amen. 
  
 
 



Together we pray, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
  
Invitation to Communion  
Come to the table where Christ meets you.  Eat, rejoice, and be glad!  
 those at home may take their elements at this time. 
Musical Interlude         Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming                   Johannes Brahms (1837-1897) 
 
The Post Communion Blessing 
The bread of life and cup of salvation strengthen you and keep you in the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
 
Prayer after Communion  
God of wonder, in Jesus we behold the light of the world come near. As you have come among 
us now, send us out in joy, hastening to share the good news of your love. We ask this in the 
name of Jesus, through the Spirit dwelling among us now and forever. Amen. 
  
Candle Lighting Everyone is encouraged to light candles in their home, whether wax or artificial.  
  
Hymn              Silent Night, Holy Night 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Blessing  
Emmanuel, God with us now and forever, grant us light and joy that your peace which passes all 
understanding may abound in this and every day of our lives. Amen. 

 
Recessional Hymn                  Joy to the World 
   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
Commission 
Let your light so shine before others that they see your good works and give glory to Jesus Christ, 
our Lord and Savior.  We will. Thanks be to God! 
  
Postlude           On this Day Earth Shall Ring arr. Gustav Holst                   Piae Cantiones 1582 
     
  
The church office will be closed December 25-January 4.  In cases of a pastoral emergency, 
Pastor Lowden may be reached by phone (717) 621-9600. 
There is no live or phone worship service on Dec. 27. Those without computer access may 
come to the parish hall to watch the Lessons and Carols service presented by the Winchester 
Guild of Organists with Pastor JMe. It can be found at http://winchesterago.com 
Our warmest thanks to Heather Butler for her talents on the violin this evening. She is a music 
therapist and plays in orchestras, and Celtic and country music groups. 



Poinsettias 
  
Donor       In Honor of 
The Cornwell family 
  

Bernetta Jenkins      The Dailey & Garber families  
  
Donor       In Memory of 
Sue Scheulen       Dennis Richard 
        Leonard & Annabelle Richard 
        Harry & Bertha Scheulen 
  

Bernetta Jenkins      J. Warden Jenkins 
  

The Wolf family      Dan Wolf, Ed and Jane Bolton 
  

Ed and Elizabeth Streun     Laura O’Brien 
  

Jerry and Maxine Rogers     David & Opal Long 
        Janet Parrill 
        Norman Collier  
        Calvin & Virginia Rogers 
  

Your loving family “always”     Carlton Snapp 
        Virginia Snapp 
  

Your loving daughter, Kim Begnaud    Jerry & Barbara Christian 
  

Pastors JMe and Bob Lowden     Our Parents 
  

Chuck and Marcie Stern     Our grandparents, Foster & Mildred Judy,  
Charles & Edith Stern, Harold Metz,  
William & Frances Edmonson 

      

        Richard “Kyle” Metz, beloved cousin 
  

        John Edmonson, beloved uncle & brother 
 

Louise Poffenberger      Charles Poffenberger 
  
 
NEW YEAR NEW LINK. to 9:30am WORSHIP EFFECTIVE JANUARY 3, 2021. 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89308405981?pwd=TDY0SkxiUWgvNHpUZDBHdGk0aWRqZz09 
 

Meeting ID: 893 0840 5981 
Passcode: 321080 
Dial   Phone Numbers remain the same 
        +1 646 876 9923 US (New York)          +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
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