
 
PRELUDE The Day is Surely Drawing Near    J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 
GATHERING SONG Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  

 

 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his 
coming strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH   Will Wolf 
Reader:  Last Sunday we lit the candle of Hope, remembering the hope 
which comes in Christ. (Light Candle). Today we light the second candle of 
Advent, the candle of Peace. God has a peaceful dream for the world, and 
we dream it too. We dream of peaceful world full of wolves and leopards and 
lions eating and sleeping and dancing with lambs, kids, and calves. We dream 
of a peaceful world where nations come together, where war is a memory, 
and we eat at one table.  
We light this candle in Peace.  
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Congregation: On this day, we remember the Lord of All who brings peace surpassing all 
understanding. 

 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 40:1-11       Diann Dailey 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 1Comfort, O comfort my people, 
  says your God. 
 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
  and cry to her 
 that she has served her term, 
  that her penalty is paid, 
 that she has received from the LORD’s hand 
  double for all her sins. 
 3A voice cries out: 
 “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 
  make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
 4Every valley shall be lifted up, 
  and every mountain and hill be made low; 
 the uneven ground shall become level, 
  and the rough places a plain. 
 5Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
  and all people shall see it together, 
  for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
 6A voice says, “Cry out!” 
  And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
 All people are grass, 
  their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
 7The grass withers, the flower fades, 
  when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; 
  surely the people are grass. 
 8The grass withers, the flower fades; 
  but the word of our God will stand forever. 
 9Get you up to a high mountain, 
  O Zion, herald of good tidings; 
 lift up your voice with strength, 
  O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 
  lift it up, do not fear; 
 say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” 



 10See, the Lord GOD comes with might, 
  and his arm rules for him; 
 his reward is with him, 
  and his recompense before him. 
 11He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
  he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
 and carry them in his bosom, 
  and gently lead the mother sheep. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALMODY: Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13              Christine Cornwell 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? 
Alleluia. You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
GOSPEL: Mark 1:1-8 
The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
  2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,  
 “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
  who will prepare your way; 
 3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight,’ ” 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 
locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after 
me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with 
water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON          Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. 



On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
God of power and might, comfort your people and come quickly to this weary world. Hear our 
prayers for everyone in need. 
 

Faithful God, you teach us to wait for you with faithfulness and patience. Sustain and support us 
in our doubts and questions. Nurture our faith as we discern and enact your mission. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Loving God, you set the stars in the sky and breathe life into the earth. Renew the face of creation 
where it needs your healing touch. Mend the wounds of environmental damage and restore 
balance to ecosystems so that all creation can declare your praise. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great. 
 

Steadfast God, you never tire of seeking justice. Where people suffer from discrimination, 
judgment, and injustice, speak words of truth and comfort. Lead us toward a world where 
faithfulness will sprout underfoot and righteousness rain down from above. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Leading God, you ask us to make uneven ground smooth. Make even the disparities between your 
people. Sustain and support people with physical and intellectual disabilities. Accompany disability 
advocates who work for a world accessible to all. Teach us to celebrate the great diversity in our 
midst. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Tender God, you know sorrow and joy alike. We pray for those in our families and congregation 
who are not joyful in this holiday season. Comfort those who grieve, be a companion to all who 
are lonely, tend those who are sick or struggling with depression, and gather all people in your 
healing embrace. We prayer especially for Ruby, Terry, Grant, Pauline, Charlotte, Louise, Rodney, 
Yvonne, Carroll, Edwin, Juanita and others we name in our hearts.  Hear us, O God. Your mercy 
is great. 
 
Eternal God, we give thanks for the saints who have prepared your way in the wilderness and 
taught us to continue their faithful work especially Nicholas of Myra. Make their generous lives an 
example for all. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 



God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. Fill us 
with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, 
our redeemer and Lord. Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good.  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ given and shed 
for you. Those communing virtually may partake of the elements at this point. 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING: 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this 
gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love 
toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
VIRTUAL OFFERING  If you have not already prepared your offering to mail to the church, please take a 
moment now to do so. Please keep in mind the last day to make a donation to the church for 2020 is Sunday, 
December 27th. If you mail your donations, please mail in time for them to be received by Wednesday, December 
23. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 



BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG Comfort, Comfort Now My People 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE   Tocatta and Fugue         18th C. Anonymous 

From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-720634. All rights reserved. Prelude and postlude Public Domain 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Today     Next Week 

Lector   Diann Dailey          Dan Painter 
Advent Reader Will Wolf           Dan Painter 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Trinity's Annual Congregational meeting will be virtual this year. The meeting will be held 
next Sunday, December 13 following worship.  The meeting will have a different log in/address 
for Zoom, so you will log out and log back in – those calling in must hang up and call in- with the 
with the new information at 10:30. Those without internet access are strongly urged to phone in and be present 
as well. If you did not receive a letter from Pastor JMe with details on the meeting and a copy of 
the 2021 budget, please call the church office right away. Here is the ID and Password Meeting 
ID: 875 7784 7090 Passcode: 117389 
 
Please keep in mind the last day to make a donation to the church for 2020 is Sunday, 
December 27th. If you mail your donations, please mail in time for them to be received by 
Wednesday, December 23.  
 
2021 offering envelopes were mailed this week.  If you do not receive them by December 
20th, please notify the church office. If you did not receive a set in 2020 and would like a 2021 
set, please call the church office. 
 
The Angel Tree is online.  Members can go to the following website to choose angels this year: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B48ADAF22A0FA7-angel.  Gifts are to be wrapped, 
clearly marked with the child’s information (i.e.: FAM-MTOWN #1), and dropped off at church 
absolutely no later than 9AM December 16.  Those with no internet access but wishing to participate in the 
Angel Tree, should contact Kim Begnaud at 664-8088 or the church office. 
 
Back to virtual worship: an opportunity for visiting with one another! Beginning THIS 
SUNDAY, you will have an opportunity for conversation time with your church family after 
worship each week. Following the postlude Facebook live will be turned off, but the Zoom 
connection will stay until about 10:30/45AM. This is your chance to visit with one another and 
catch up on the news.  Please take advantage of it. 
 
For Such a Time as This the Adult Formation Bible study Pastor JMe is leading on Sundays 
in Advent at 1PM is still open to those who wish to participate. The Zoom Meeting ID: 848 5751 
8871 Passcode: 057558. 
 
Updated list for Christmas baskets.  Trinity members are asked to donate boxed cake or 
dessert mixes and, additionally, packs (not cups) of ramen noodles and cans of kid friendly 
soup.  These donations may be placed in the bin outside the Narthex doors anytime. 
 
Poinsettia orders are now being accepted (see next page). Cost is $8.00 per plant.  Completed 
forms and payment are to be mailed to the church to arrive no later than NEXT SUNDAY, 
December 13.  
 
Well done, good and faithful servants! Trinity joined with 9 other area churches, a bakery,  
several individuals and the Packaging Corp. to provide Thanksgiving meals to approximately 40 



local families from 8 local schools.  When volunteer employees of the bakery delivered bread and 
rolls and learned of the work Trinity does to feed the community they returned to work and 
purchased items needed for local school children. They came back to Trinity with half a dozen 
boxes weighing over 35lbs each to donate to the pantry. That is the example Trinity is setting. 
That is how you spread the word of Christ’s love into the world. 
 
Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM  

Note: the following is updated Zoom meeting number and password: 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86180657165?pwd=RHBQNVJSR2daamVDWDV1bm1vNXRqQT09 
 

 Meeting ID number  861 8065 7165  Password 964979.     You may, also, join by telephone 
(mobile or landline).  To do this, dial the long-distance number 1-646-876-9923 and, at the 
prompt, enter the Meeting ID number 861 8065 7165 and password 964979 
 

Facebook page for Facebook Live (you must have internet, but you do not need to have a 
Facebook account) https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheran.church.96/ 
 

Call to Worship, Every Sunday11AM  Phone # 1-712-832-8330 (Not toll-free)  Participant PIN 
3504615   
 

Videos of the service are uploaded each week to Trinity’s YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIYPLbYZ1RE_IZGJ9GDakIw 
 

Poinsettias 
  

DEADLINE FOR ORDERING IS DECEMBER 13  
Complete one form per plant    

 

 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY:  
  

Color choice _____red    ____white           Phone  ________________________________ 

 

Name as you wish it to appear in the bulletin  __________________________________________ 
  

In honor of  __________________________________________________________________ 
  

OR 
In memory of _________________________________________________________________ 
  

Cost: $8.00 per plant       
  

You may staple your orders together and make one check, payable to   
Trinity Lutheran Church with “poinsettia” in the memo line.  

Mail to: Trinity Lutheran Church  810 Fairfax St.  Stephens City VA 22655 


