
PRELUDE  Voluntary         John Stanley (1712-1786) 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the 
rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. Amen. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over 
the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in 
which you took delight. 
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy 
Spirit. 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG    As the Sun with Longer Journey 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our prayers. 
Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and death we may live in 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 12:1-6                   Sue Scheulen 
A reading from Isaiah. 
1You will say in that day: 
 I will give thanks to you, O LORD, 
 for though you were angry with me, 
 your anger turned away,  and you comforted me. 
 2Surely God is my salvation; 
 I will trust, and will not be afraid, 
 for the Lord GOD is my strength and my might; 
 he has become my salvation. 
3With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 4And you will say in that day: 
 Give thanks to the LORD,  call on his name; 
 make known his deeds among the nations; 
 proclaim that his name is exalted. 
 5Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; 
 let this be known in all the earth. 
 6Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, 
 for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 
 
PSALM 51                  Pastor JMe and Christine Cornwell 



SECOND READING: Hebrews 5:5-10 
A reading from Hebrews. 
5Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who said 
to him,  
 “You are my Son, 
  today I have begotten you”; 
6as he says also in another place,  
 “You are a priest forever, 
  according to the order of Melchizedek.” 
  7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, 
to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent 
submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; 9and 
having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, 
10having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL: John 12:20-33 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21They came to 
Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip 
went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, 
“The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of 
wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 
25Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for 
eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. 
Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 
  27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it 
is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came 
from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd standing there heard it 
and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, “This 
voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler 
of this world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people 
to myself.” 33He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON Shema Series #5          With all Your Strength     Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 

You wash us through and through and remember our sin no more. Make your church a 
community of forgiveness throughout the world. Give your people courage to forgive; through 
them show the world new possibilities. Bless ministries of repentance and reconciliation. Hear 
us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

You fill the earth—from tiny grains of wheat to the mighty thunder—with your presence, and 
you call us to attend to your will for all creation. Grant weather that prepares the soil for seeds; 
protect all from violent storms, flooding, and wildfires. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

For the efforts of teachers, healthcare professionals, first responders and all those who find 
themselves in harm’s way, especially, John, Stacy, Mike, Liz, Dixie, David, Evan, Bill, Hillary, 
Helen, Emily and James. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

You promise to write your law on our hearts. Guide citizens throughout the world to shape 
communities that reflect your mercy, justice, and peace, and give them creativity to work for the 
welfare of all. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

You sustain us with your bountiful Spirit. Restore the joy of all who need to know your 
presence: those who are lonely or feel unforgivable, those who need healing of mind or body, 
those who are dying, and all who grieve especially Pauline, Shirley, Charlotte, Louise, Rodney, 
Yvonne, Carroll, Edwin, Ruby, Robert, the Hall and Shryock families. Hear us, O God. Your 
mercy is great. 
 

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



VIRTUAL OFFERING If you have not already prepared your offering to mail to the church, please take a 
moment now to do so. This is also a time you may share your experiences with the Shema practice last week. 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
Let us pray. 
O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with the 
words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end 
bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you 
and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.  Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
 

 
 
 
 



SENDING SONG  vs. 1, 5        Give Me Jesus 
 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE          Hornpipe                  Henry Purcell (1659-1695) 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service 
obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLI, copyright Lic. 11381030, Streaming lic. 20167089 

Prelude and Postlude Public Domain 

 
 

 
 
 
Now that we are going back to in person worship, Chancel flowers are needed.  Call Martha 
Cooley (869-4751), the church office or sign up on the list posted on the bulletin board at the 
foot of the ramp in the Narthex.  



 
 
 
 
 
Each Wednesday in Lent at 7PM there is a virtual worship service. Using the same phone 
numbers listed below for calling in to Sunday worship, use the following Meeting ID: 899 4797 
0595  Passcode: 443220. Use this log in information for all the Wednesday 7PM Lenten 
worship services. 
 
We are looking for those willing to participate in worship services by being Lector, Usher, or 
Greeter.  If you have not volunteered in the past but would like to going forward, please call or 
email Brenda in the church office and she will put you on the volunteer list(s) of your choice.  
We need more folks in every category. If you'd like to be a part of the Altar Guild, which sets up 
the altar for worship each week, speak to Maxine Rogers, they need more hands too! 
 
Holy week services will be virtual at 7PM. There will be service on Thursday, April 1, and Good 
Friday, April 2.  Zoom log in information will be in next week’s bulletin. 
 
Living the Shema:  Daily Devotion During Lent            using Mark 12:29-30 
“Hear, O insert your name: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.”  
 

Take a moment at the beginning of the day to say the passage and pray that you will live 
according to the commandment that day.  Then, at bedtime, take time to repeat the passage and 
to pray for forgiveness for the ways that you forgot to live the total love that is our response to a 
totally loving God. Rest in knowledge of God’s promised forgiveness and awake to a new day to 
serve our Lord.   
 

Write a few notes about how this practice affected your life this week and send your answers to 
Pastor JMe or be prepared to share them at the “Virtual Offering” on Sunday.  Your witness will 
be an inspiration for others!  (pastor@trinitychurchvirginia.org). 
 
 
Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   Meeting ID: 893 0840 5981   Passcode: 321080 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89308405981?pwd=TDY0SkxiUWgvNHpUZDBHdGk0aWRqZz09 
Dial  +1 646 876 9923 US (New York)         +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C) 
at the prompt, enter Meeting ID: 893 0840 5981   Passcode: 321080 
 

Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account  
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/ 
 

Call to Worship new # and code , Every Sunday 11AM  Phone (not toll free)  1-971-224-6593 
Conference Code:  423612 
 

Videos of the service are uploaded each week to Trinity’s YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIYPLbYZ1RE_IZGJ9GDakIw 
 



TAKE HOME NOTES FOR LENT 5, March 21, 2021 
“You Shall Love the Lord with all Your Strength.”  Mark 12:30 

Readings:   Isaiah 12:1-6; John 12:20-33 
 

'Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.'    Mark 12:29-30 
 

1. As you have been remembering this passage and striving to live out this Great 
Commandment over the past five weeks, what impact has it had on your lives?  What have 
you learned about God…about yourself?   

 
 
 

2. What does it mean to “love God with all your strength”?    If possible, turn to someone near 
you and share what you think this means.  In the space below, write down both your 
thoughts and those of your neighbor. 

 
 
 
 

3. Deuteronomy ___: _______ is the passage that Jesus quotes in his teaching on the 
“Greatest Commandment” in Mark 12:29-30. 

 
4.  Loving God with “all your strength” means: 

A. Loving God “exceedingly” “richly”, “lavishly”, with reckless abandon and out of simple 
devotion.  

B. Giving God 110%-  all you’ve got and more.   
C. Going  all-out in your desire to make things “right” between yourself and God and 

between yourself and others.  
D. If we fall down, we know we can pick ourselves back up and keep going forward.  
E. All of the above. 

 
 

5. 1 John 3:18  states: “Dear children, let us not love with _________ or tongue but with 
actions and _______________.”  Loving God with all your strength, means using all the 
energy, abilities and spiritual gifts you have as means to glorify God and to serve the Lord in 
all parts of your life.   

  
6. In Hebrews12: 1 Paul  writes,  “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 

witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run 
with perseverance the race that is set before us.”  Loving God with all your strength means 
to pursue the purpose that the Lord has given you with patience and 
__________________.. 
 
 

7.  Jesus’ means of loving God with all his strength was to give up his own life out of love for 
____________________________. 
 

8. True?  Or False?  “The purpose for our lives as followers of Jesus is to prepare for eternity 
during our lives today.”  On back of the page, give an explanation for your answer to #8.  

Answer Key:  3. Deuteronomy 6:4-5; 4. E; 5. Words, in truth; 6. Persistence; 7. The world 


