
PRELUDE   Prelude     Samuel Wesley (1766-1837) 
 
GATHERING SONG VS.  1,4       Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

 

 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into our 
hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises, which 
exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 10:44-48 
A reading from Acts. 
44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The 
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit 
had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues and 
extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people 
who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them to be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 
 
SECOND READING: 1 John 5:1-6 
A reading from 1 John. 
1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves 
the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love 
God and obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his 
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God 
conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that 
conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
  6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with 
the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 
 
GOSPEL: John 15:9-17 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you keep 
my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments 
and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that 
your joy may be complete. 
  12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do 
what I command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know 
what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you 
everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I 
appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever 
you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                      Pastor JMe Lowden 



 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who 
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
 
Creating God, the earth praises you. The seas roar and the hills sing for joy. Fill the earth with 
your love so that by their song, all creatures of land and sea and sky, burrowing and soaring, may 
call us to join with them in praise. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Faithful Savior, you conquer the world not with weapons but with undying love. Plant your 
word in the hearts of the nations’ leaders and give them your Spirit, so that the peoples of the 
world may live in peace. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Caring Healer, you forget no one and accompany the lonely. Be present with those who are sick 
or suffering especially Bill, the family of Justice Boldin, the family of Danny Vermillion, Edwin, 
Pauline, Shirley, Charlotte, Louise, Rodney, Yvonne, Carroll, Ruby. Care for the emergency and 
first line responders everywhere, especially John, Stacy, Mike, Liz, Dixie, David, Evan, Bill, 
Hillary, Helen, Emily and James. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Gracious God, as a mother comforts her child, you comfort us. Bless mothers and mothering 
people in our lives. Comfort those who miss their mothers, mothers who grieve, those who 
grieve because they cannot be mothers, and those who have never known a loving mother. Hear 
us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
VIRTUAL OFFERING  If you have not already prepared your offering to mail to the church, please take a 
moment now to do so.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG vs. 1,3               Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing 

 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE         Postlude   J.H. Knecht (1752-1817) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
The chancel flowers are given to the glory of God in loving memory of their son Danny by 
Anne and Jim Vermillion. 
 
Anyone with an interest in sewing quilts (no experience required) is welcome to join the Sewing 
for the Savior group. They are resuming the group beginning Tuesday May 11 at 9:30 AM in 
Room 204.  Please wear your mask.   
 
Lutheran Church Women will meet May 16 immediately after worship in the Parlor for a short 
meeting to discuss ideas for beginning to meet on a regular basis once again. 
 
 
 
Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   Meeting ID: 893 0840 5981   Passcode: 321080 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89308405981?pwd=TDY0SkxiUWgvNHpUZDBHdGk0aWRqZz09 
Dial  +1 646 876 9923 US (New York)         +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C) 
at the prompt, enter Meeting ID: 893 0840 5981   Passcode: 321080 
 

Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account  
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/ 
 

Call to Worship, First Sunday of the month 11AM  Phone (not toll free)  1-971-224-6593 
Conference Code:  423612 
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