TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

OFFICE@TRINITYCHURCHVIRGINIA.ORG

SepTEMBER 12 2021 Gop’s Work, Our HANDS

[540] 869-4019

810 FAIRFAX STREET

9:30AM

STeEPHENS CiTY, VA

PRELUDE Consolation Joset Low (1800s)
GATHERING SONG ». 7,2 God's Work, Our Hands
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1 God’s work, our hands: work - ing to - geth - cer,
2 God’s work, our feet: trav-’ling to - geth - eer,
3 God’s work, our voice: sing - ing to - geth - cer,
4 God is at work in and a - round us:
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build - ing a fu - ture, re - pair - ing the world,
fol - low - ing Je - sus to plac - es un - known,
prais - ing, pro - claim-ing to all who will hear,
seed - lings are sprout-ing and bread’s on  the rise!
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rais - ing up homes, plant - ing  new gar - dens,
walk - ing as friends, march - ing  for free - dom,
pray - ing for peace, shout - ing  for jus - tice,
Washed and set free, hum - bled and hon - ored,
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feed - ing the hun - gry and shelt-’ring  the cold.
run - ning the race with God’s fu - ture the goal.
claim - ing God’s love for the lost and the least.
gift - ed by grace, we re - spond in God’s love.
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Bless, God, our hands as we work in your name,
Bless, God, our feet as we fol - low your  way,
Bless, God, our voice as we speak in your name,
Bless, God, our lives as we an - Swer your call,
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shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.

Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954

Music: EARTH AND ALL STARS, David N. Johnson, 1922-1987
Text © 2019 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Music © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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Ky - ri-e e - lei - son. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Chris -te e - lei - son. Christ, have mer - cy.
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Ky - ri-e e - lei - son. Lord, have mer - cy.
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1 Glo -ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
2 Glo -ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
3 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
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yours is the prom - ise, the bless - ing, the birth.
yours the ho - san - nas, the dy - ing, re - birth.
yours the a - noint - ing, the ra - di - ant worth.
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Ours the re - joic - ing for Word giv - en frame;
Ours the re - joic - ing for na-ture re - claimed;
Ours the re - joic - ing for spir-its a - flame;
N | ——
Y D | | | 1 M P —r— f
> | f N | 1 | |
ours the thanks - giv - ing to your ho-1ly  name.
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Ours be  the tell - ing of deeds great - ly done;
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yours be  the glo - ry, O God, yours a - lone.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

By your word, eternal God, your creation sprang forth, and we were given the breath of life. By
your word, eternal God, death is overcome, Christ is raised from the tomb, and we are given
new life in the power of your Spirit. May we boldly proclaim this good news in our words and
our deeds, rejoicing always in your powerful presence; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.

Amen.



FIRST READING: Genesis 2:4b-7,15-17; 3:1-8 Christine Cornwell
A reading from Genesis.

“These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.

In the day that the Lord GOD made the earth and the heavens, "when no plant of the field was
yet in the earth and no herb of the field had yet sprung up — for the Lord GOD had not caused
it to rain upon the earth, and there was no one to till the ground; ‘but a stream would rise from
the earth, and water the whole face of the ground — 'then the Lord GOD formed man from
the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a
living being. "The Lord GOD took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and
keep it. "’And the Lord GOD commanded the man, "You may freely eat of every tree of the
garden; ''but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that
you eat of it you shall die."

‘Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had made.
He said to the woman, "Did God say, 'You shall not eat from any tree in the garden'?" “The
woman said to the serpent, "We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; ‘but God said,
"You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch
it, or you shall die."" "But the serpent said to the woman, "You will not die; *for God knows that
when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil."
°So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes,
and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also
gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. "Then the eyes of both were opened,
and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for
themselves. “They heard the sound of the Lord GOD walking in the garden at the time of the
evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord GOD

among the trees of the garden.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 116:1-9 read responsively
'Tlove the LORD, who has heard my voice,
and listened to my supplication,
“for the LORD has given ear to me
whenever I called.
“The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me;
I came to grief and sorrow.
“Then I called upon the name of the LORD:
“O LORD, I pray you, save my life.”
"Gracious is the LORD and righteous;
our God is full of compassion.
“The LORD watches over the innocent;
I was brought low, and God saved me.
"Turn again to your rest, O my soul.
for the LORD has dealt well with you.
‘For you have rescued my life from death,
my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling;



’I will walk in the presence of the LORD
in the land of the living.

GOSPEL Mark 8:27-38
The holy gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord.

*"Tesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked
his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” *And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and
others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” #He asked them, “But who do you say that
I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” ?And he sternly ordered them not to tell
anyone about him.

'Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise
again. **He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. *But
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you
are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”

**He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. *For those who want
to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the
gospel, will save it. **For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life?
‘Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? **Those who are ashamed of me and of my
words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed
when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor JMe Lowden

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting God at work in and among us, we raise our hearts and voices in prayer for the needs of
the world.

For your work in the church, we give thanks. Plant and tend relationships among faith
communities, both ecumenical and interfaith, that in faithful listening, speech, and action, our
hands work to bear fruit for the sake of all in need. God of grace, we pray, hear us when we
call.



For your work in creation, we give thanks. Sustain peoples and places affected by climate
change, ecological devastation, and natural disasters. Prosper the work of creation-care ministries
locally and globally, that with our minds and hearts opened, our hands work to lovingly care for
the earth. God of life, we pray, hear us when we call.

For your work among the nations, we give thanks. Direct leaders in paths of honest service, that
both their words and actions are carried out on behalf of those whom they serve. God of
righteousness, we pray, hear us when we call.

For your work in places of need, we give thanks. Sustain all who are wearied by unemployment
or lack of adequate food or housing, that we advocate for relief and just policy. Bring healing to
all who are sick through the skillful hands and compassionate hearts of physicians, nurses,
therapists, and caregivers We pray especially for Pamela, Pauline, Shirley, Charlotte, Louise,
Rodney, Yvonne, Ruby. God of restoration, we pray, hear us when we call.

For your work in our neighborhoods, towns, and cities, we give thanks. Guide our common life
together so that children, youth, and adults of all ages flourish. Teach us to listen attentively to
our neighbors, that any new endeavors consider those who may be left out or under served. God
of wisdom, we pray, hear us when we call.

For your work this worshiping community, we give thanks. Bless the service project(s) of this
day and throughout the year. Foster deeper connections among those who serve and a spirit of
accompaniment as we work alongside those in our community. Strengthen our faith, that we
trust God moving in and among us. God of love, we pray, hear us when we call.

Receive these and all our prayers, Gracious God. We pray in the name of Jesus and by the power
of the Holy Spirit. AMEN

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

OFFERING
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING AND SENDING FOR MISSION
Friends in Christ: Today we give thanks to God and seek God’s blessing as we go to do God’s
work with our hands. Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. You made the whole earth for your
glory; all creation praises you. We lift our voices to join the songs of heaven and earth in
thanksgiving for the many blessings you have given us. Renew in us the commitment to use our
gifts in the service of others, and especially of those in need. Let us be your hands to feed the



hungry, shelter the homeless, clothe the naked, comfort the weary and outcast, welcome the
stranger, care for creation, and be loving neighbors to all people.

Bless those who go out from here to labor. Prosper the work of their hands. Bless those who
receive them and the fruits of their labor, and may those who are sent receive blessing in return.
May the gifts they use and share be signs of your love to all people.

Bless these hygiene items. May those who receive them be cared for and healed, and may these
gifts be a sign of your love to all people.

To you, O God, be glory and honor through your Son, Jesus Christ, in the unity of the Holy

Spirit, in your church and in the world, now and forever
SENDING SONG 1. 3,4 see page 1 of bulletin God's Work, Our Hands

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service
obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLI, copyright Lic. 11381030, Streaming lic. 20167089
Prelude © 1989 Belwin Mills Pub. Co.

Guring its September 7 meeting, Trinity’s Congregation Council members had a lengthy \
discussion regarding the increasing COVID infection rate. It was decided that beginning today
(September 12), everyone will be required to wear a mask while in the church and social hall. The
decision did not come lightly but with much thought on how we protect our Trinity family from
this pandemic. Additionally, the Council also decided to postpone the Yard Sale due to
concerns about the volume of visitors. The Council asks for your support in these decisions that

wﬂl hopefully keep our members safe during this pandemic.

Choir rehearsals have begun. They are on Thursdays at 6PM. The choir is open to all voices, so
if you enjoy singing, speak to Ricky Gearhart, Trinity’s organist and choirs director.

Ruby Ridings turns 101 next Sunday. Trinity is showering her with cards. 1028 Germany Rd.
Stephens City VA 22655

Sunday, September 19 will be the start of Sunday School. Children's Sunday School will take
place on the third Sunday of each month, during worship. The children will be taken out as a
group prior to the reading of the lessons. They will return in time for Holy Communion.

Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM Meeting ID: 893 0840 5981 Passcode: 321080
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/893084059812pwd=TDYO0SkxiUWevNHpUZDBHdGk0aWRqZz
09 Dial +1 646 876 9923 US (New York) +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C)

Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/




