
Our Invitation  

Trinity Church is a member congregation of the Virginia Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church In America 

[ELCA], one of the world’s largest Christian denominations—a “little: church—with a BIG Idea!  Our congregation 

was “gathered” in 1765 by 16 German immigrants who had  migrated from Pennsylvania.  The building in which we 

worship was constructed in 1906, and is the third worship space utilized by the congregation. While our history is 

vital to who we are as a faith community, we focus on the future and on what God is calling us to be and to do in 

the present.  We are a dynamic, growing, joyful part of the family of God - and we invite you to be a part of our jour-

ney of faith which celebrated 250years last year.  If you’re interested in uniting your heart and hands with Trinity 

Church, please contact the Church Office.  

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

Martha; Bernie & Diane; Cody; Lonnie & 

Clarissa; Charlie & Louise; Robert & 

Frances; Joe; Febra; James & Charlo<e; 

Ruby Cornwell; Jeff; Winston;  

the Heidelberger  family; James; 

 To add a name to the prayer list please 

contact the church office 

 Trinity’s Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rev. Mr. Cameron P. Keyser                     Pastor 

Ricky Gearhart           Choirmaster/Organist 

Brenda Boldin                            Parish Administrator 

William Edmonson                                  Parish Treasurer 

Theresa Horn                          Housekeeper/Sexton 

Joe Hollis, Ralph Gregory, Bill Herrell                                             Trustees 

Jerry Rogers                                      Property Manager (vol.) 

Chuck Stern                                                                                        Vestry Chair  

Anne Vermillion                                 Vestry Vice-Chair 

Mark Greene, Stacey Gonzales-Herrera, Carolyn Gregory, Sid Dailey, Jerry Rogers, Damion Yowell                           Vestry Members 

 

The Rev
d
  Elizabeth Eaton, Presiding Bishop  The Rev

d
  Dr. James Mauney, Bishop 

                                       Evangelical Lutheran Church In America                    Virginia Synod ELCA 

 

The Rev. Martha Sims, Dean 

                                                                                    Northern Valley Synod Conference 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS  

Today  
Greeter    Nancy Huffman 

Lector  Dan Painter 

Eucharis�c Assts.    Hilda Painter, Carole Pfisterer 

Acolyte/Crucifer   Stacey & Aubrey Gonzales-Herrera 

 
Next Week  (Sept 18) 

Greeters                   Maxine Rogers 

Lector           Amy Hall 
Eucharis�c  Assts.   Tammy Craun, Joe Hollis   
Acolyte/Crucifer  Alex & Damion Yowell 

Our Stewardship 

 

September 4, 2016 

Received $2427 

Required $4619 

Deficit $2192 

 

World Hunger $92 

 

Our Attendance 

64 

The altar flowers  are given to the glory of God  
in loving memory of Vernon Ridings by Ruby Ridings. 

Trinity Lutheran Church [ELCA] 
Fairfax at Valley Pike  ▪  Stephens City, Virginia 

Gathered 1765 

“A Creative Christian Community” 

September 11, 2016  ▪   Pentecost 17-C 

 

Thanks for worshiping with us today! We hope you’ll  leave refreshed — and challenged — for the week to come! 
At Trinity, Visitors aren’t only expected …They’re anticipated  

 

If you’d like more information about our congregation: 

Phone (540) 869-4019   ▪ Email trinitychurchvirginia@gmail.com  ▪ Website www.trinitychurchvirginia.com 

Facebook Trinity Lutheran Church Winchester, Virginia 

 

Before worship — speak to the Lord � During worship — let the Lord speak to you � A�er worship — speak to each other! 

Stand 

Entrance Rite              9-11 LITANY     

 [P] Today, on this 15
th

 anniversary of the 911 tragedy in New York, together, we pray for the vicEms of 

 terrorism, war and violence everywhere:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 [P] for the 3,000 innocent vicEms in the towers and on the planes: God of incomprehensible mercy, 

 [C] Let your light perpetual shine upon them, grant them all the peace that the world has denied, and 

 bring them into your eternal rest. 

 [P]  For children who have been made orphans, women who have been made widows, and parents who 

 have buried a child: those who conEnue to weep this day and forever for their departed loved ones. 

 Fill the arms of mothers leH empty, and heal the hearts of fathers who strain to remember the sound 

 of fading childhood laughter now gone; God of incomprehensible mercy, 

 [C] transform their mourning into dancing and surround them with your great cloud of witnesses for 

 comfort and support. 

 [P] For those who answer the calls to serve: soldiers, firefighters, police officers and all public servants; 

 God of incomprehensible mercy 

 [C] protect them by your grace, and bring them to the safety of their homes at the end of each day. 

 Grant all comfort from sadness, strength, and peace. 

 [P] For those who conEnue live in fear amid wars they do night fight: those broken physically and psycho-

 logically by violence and terrorism across the globe; those suffering from separaEon, fragmented rela-

 Eonships, missing limbs and mental illness; and for our young who have never known a Eme when 

 America was not at war. God of incomprehensible Mercy, 

 [C] grant them security and hope, healing and lives restored.  

 [P] For those who would fragment the human family into categories of “friend” and “foe” and jusEfy their 

 unrealisEc animosity towards others in your holy name; we pray - as hard as it may be - for the 19  

  hijackers who turned the skies that day into fields of hate and destrucEon; for members of the  

  Taliban, al-Qaeda and other terrorist networks who seek to repress the human spirit. May that day of 

 infamy which exhibited the worst in humankind, be the constant catalyst in revealing the best in our 

 human hearts to love each other. God of incomprehensible mercy, 

  [C] create in us gentle spirits that respond to pain with compassion, weaving hope from the torn fabric 

 of tragedy. In our pain, may we not forge swords, but ploughshares. In tragedy, may we not despair, 

 but, through your Spirit, create good news of hope and peace for a broken world.  

 

 



 [P] For all your children who have lost the ability to forgive and for the “us” and the “them” in every war, 

 grant us strength and courage to offer forgiveness to all as you have so graciously forgiven us, and 

 bring them into your eternal rest. God of incomprehensible mercy, 

 [C] enable all, as you have commanded, to forgive seventy /mes seven - even those who would cause us 

 and our loved-ones harm. 

 [P] Like stars in our night, give us Light in the midst of life’s dark places. Let the message of your love  

  extend not only to those who mourn, but, also, to those who hate. Guide them to the Light of your 

 love. Teach the power of that love, and the enduring riches of your peace.  

 [C] God of incomprehensible mercy, 

 [P] hear our prayer. Help us return to your help; and from the destrucEon of precious lives and presumed 

  security,  God of incomprehensible mercy 

 [C] bring forth faith, hope, and courage for you are God of the resurrec/on. From safety weapons can-

 not offer, let us find security in you as we work both to combat evil and to cherish goodness. 

 [P] God of hope, do not let our hopes be overcome by our fears or our souls be crippled by despair. Be our 

 source of hope and guidance in all Emes of sorrow and mourning.  Remind us of the love of Christ 

 which leapt over all boundaries to feed the hungry, seek the lost, and care for the least. Make of your 

 children - no ma<er how we name You - one human family, bound together in the work of jusEce and 

 peace. Make us one with the Light that shines in the darkness and illumines a path toward understand-

 ing and reconciliaEon. God of incomprehensible mercy,    

 [C] may your grace and solace strengthen us as we follow You all the way home, for you are the God of 

 all people - the father of every soul - so, teach us all to love each other as much as we profess to love 

 you.  

 [P] In Christ Jesus s name we pray. 

 [C] Amen. 
 

Entrance Hymn 

 

 

 

 

 

Sanctus Bell 

 

Confession and Absolu�on 
 [P] TrusEng in God’s grace, let us confess our sin: 

 [P] O Lord, forgive your foolish people. We are skilled in doing evil, but we do not know how to do good. 

 Create in us a clean heart, O God;  

 [C] and put a right spirit within us. 

 [P] In the folly of our hearts, we live as though there is no God, forgeMng what you have done for us, and 

 making  false idols to be our gods.  

 [C] Do not abandon us to our foolishness. In judgment, illumine our darkness un/l we recognize your 

 presence wherever evil is confronted, truth is spoken, and life is restored. 

 [P] Create in us a clean heart, O God; 

 [C] and put a right spirit within us. 

 [P] When we act faithlessly, violently, and scorn your name, create in us a clean heart, O God; 

 [C] and put a right spirit within us.  

 [P] LiH us; love us; keep us in your forgiveness and grace. 

 

The Distribu�on 
 Agnus Dei 

  
  
  
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Chris�ans - regardless your denomina�on - are invited to the Eucharist  

Come by the center aisle, receive by Common Cup, in�nc�on, or individual glass 

 Return to your seat by the side 

   Hymns        ELW 484 / 608 / 473 

A!er all have communed,  

Stand 

The Blessing 
 [P] May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus, Christ, bless us and keep us now and forever. 

 [C] Amen. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving   

 [P] We give you thanks, O God, that you have refreshed our souls through these giHs of bread and wine 

  by your promised presence in, with and under it all. Strengthen us through these giHs to a deeper 

  faithfulness to you, a renewed spirit to serve others, and hear us as we share a prayer for Trinity 

  Church: 

 [C]     Lord God you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as 

  yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage not knowing 

  where we go, but only that your hand is leading us, and your love supporting us, through Jesus 

  Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

Benedic�on  
 [P] We can stand on the margins of the feast, grumbling about the other guests, or we can join in the 

  dance of seeking and saving, feeding and being fed. Go now in the strength of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

  who appoints us to serve and makes us faithful. And, may the Creator’s holiness burn away our com-

  placency.  May the Living Word expose our foolishness. May the Spirit of mercy turn us home that 

  God’s grace might spill from our lives, giving hope to a perishing world. In the name of the Father, 

  and of the Son [†], and Holy Spirit.   
 [C] Amen 

 

ELW 807  Recessional                  Come, Thou Font of Every Blessing 

 

Dismissal 
 [P] ..Go in peace—to love and serve the Lord! 

 [C] We will! Thanks be to God!  
 

Postlude                                        Voluntary                                                                     John Marsh  (1752-1828)  

Portions of  today’s liturgy are reprinted under permission of one of several licenses held by Trinity Church: Augsburg Fortress Liturgies  
License 44465; CCLI License 11381030; OneLicense A-720634; HymnPrint.net; A Wee Worship Book, GIA Pubs, Chicago; Ministry Matters.com; Healing 
Liturgies for the Seasons of Life, and Feasting On the Word, Westminster John Knox Press, Louisville, KY.;  The People’s Psalter, Hal H. Hopson, ©2008 
Birnamwood/Morning Star Music Pubs;  Hymnary.com; Metrical Psalms Homestead.com; The Abingdon Worship Annual © Abingdon Press; A Hymn Tune 
Psalter, Revised Common Lectionary Edition © Carl P. Dew, Jr. and Kevin R. Hackett, Church Pub., Inc.; Diary of Daily Prayer © J. Barrie Shepherd;  Prayers 
for a Privileged People, Walter Brueggemann © 2008 Abingdon Press;  



 [P] When last we celebrated this Sacrament, we heard the pastor say that 

  “On the night in which he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disci

  ples, saying: ‘Take and eat: this is my Body broken for you—and for all people—for the forgiveness of 

  sin. And, remember me.” 

  Then, aHer supper, he took the Cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: ‘This cup is the 

  New Covenant in my blood—shed for you to bring new life. Drink from it all of you, and when you do, 

  remember me.’ 

  Blessed are you, O Lord our God. Receive our hearts and lives as we share this meal with you, joining 

  our voices with choirs of angels and with all the faithful of every Eme and place: 

The Sanctus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 [P] And blessed is Jesus Christ, the one who comes in your name. In his life, he called unlikely people to 

  follow him: fisherfolk, tax collectors, children, sinners, deniers, betrayers. On the cross he gave himself 

  up to the powers of this world, showing in his body your great foolishness, O God, for loving such a 

  wayward world. Yet by this very cross, you have undone and remade the wisdom of this world, draw-

  ing light from darkness, power from humiliaEon, and life from death itself.  Remembering your  

  gracious acts in Jesus Christ, we proclaim together the mystery of faith:  
      Celebrant sings first; Congrega�on repeats: 

 
 
 

  [P] Come, then, life-giving Spirit, brood over these human things and make us into one body with Christ, 

  that we - who are bapEzed into his death, may walk in newness of life; that what is sown in dishonor 

  may be raised in glory and what is sown in weakness may be raised in power. 

 [C] Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

 [P] Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

  Our father, 

 [C] who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom, come; thy will be done on earth –  

   as it is in heaven. 

Give us, today, our daily bread – and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

 against us.  And, lead us not into tempta/on – but, deliver us from evil.  For thine is  

 the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Invita�on 
 [P] Alleluia! Christ is our sacrifice. Therefore, let us keep the feast—for Christ has given us a new  

  commandment: that we love one another as he has first loved us.  So, come and eat: the bread of 

  life, the cup of salvaEon – the giHs of God for the people of God.  Take them in remembrance that 

  Christ died for you - and feast on him in your hearts with joy and thanksgiving. 

 [C] Thanks be to God. 
Sit 

 

 

 

 [C] Amen. 

 [P] Christ Jesus came into the world not to condemn the world, but that we might be saved through him. 

 The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, and God’s mercies never come to an end. Hear, then the 

 Good News: in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. That’s God’s promise. 

 [C] Thanks be to God.  
 

Apostolic Gree�ng  
 [P] The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the presence of he Holy Spirit be 

  with you all! 

 [C] And, also, with you! 

 

Collect 
 [P] Gracious God, when our spirits liH at the beauty of the day, we know you are Lord; and when chaos 

 threatens to overwhelm and we dread the next news — sEll, you are Lord: always creaEng, redeeming, 

 and sustaining. Speak then to us unEl we discover the courage to open our eyes, unclench our hands, 

 unEl all the world rises and moves with the rhythm of your grace. In Christ’s own breath we pray.  

 [C] Amen. 
Sit 

Welcome and Gree�ngs! 

Just for Kids!                                 

 Children’s Procession                                     He’s Got the Whole World

  Children are invited to follow the Crucifer to the Nursery. They’ll return in �me for The Eucharist 

 (singing) God’s got the whole world—in his hands.  God’s got the whole wide world in his hands. 

   God’s got the whole world in his hands—he’s got the whole world in his hands! 

    He’s got the children and their Mommas in his hands, 

    He’s got the children and their Daddies in his hands, 

    He’s got all the li!le children in his hands, 

   God’s got our whole world in his hands! 
 

First Lesson                                See Insert  

The Psalmody             
 
 
 

            
 
  

Second Lesson                              See Insert 

Stand 

The Gradual      
    
 

 

The Holy Gospel                       See Insert 

 [P] The Holy Gospel, according to St. Luke the fiHeenth chapter.   

 [C] Glory to you, O Lord. 

 [P] May the words of our mouths and the meditaEons of our hearts be acceptable to you, O Lord,  

  our rock and our redeemer. 

 [C] Amen.  
                                           The Gospel is read  

 [P] The Gospel of the Lord! 

 [C]  Praise to you, O Christ. Amen. 

Sit  

 



A Li-le Good News!                                                    The Rev
d
 Mr. Robert Clark, Jr. 

Stand    

ELW 789  Hymn of the Day                            Savior, Like A Shepherd Lead Us 

 

Apostles Creed  

 We believe in God, the father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 

  He suffered under Pon/us Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic Church, 

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrec/on of the body, and the life everlas/ng. Amen 

 

Prayers of the People 

 [P] We come with empty hands and heavy hearts to share with God all our burdens… 

Sit 

 [P] Mighty God, you spoke the world into being; speak now to our hearts. By the power of your Spirit, give 

 flesh to  your future that we might be shaped into your people, eager to bear your claim in the world. 

 Lord, 

 [C] hear our prayer. 

 [P] In the beginning you hovered over creaEon; and sEll you brood over the world. We pray for the earth 

 that mourns:  for rivers smeared with waste and ground stripped and ravaged. Lord, 

 [C] hear our prayer. 

 [P] We pray for your sca<ered children: for the people of HaiE, Congo, Syria, PalesEne and Israel…whose 

 heartbreak is old news, and where loss is relentless. We pray for all who cannot rest in safety, who 

 must remain alert to signs of danger in countries riven by war, violence, or famine. Help us to move 

 with compassion toward those who are  in need. Lord, 

 [C] hear our prayer. 

 [P] We pray for neighbors who are troubled in mind or body or spirit: for mothers who face hard illness, 

 for brothers haunted by anxious thoughts, for children who do not know whom they can trust, and for 

 those we name before you from our hearts…(congrega�onal pe��ons may be made aloud) 
  In the silence, we liH the names and faces we know into the light of your love, especially… 

  (pastoral pe��ons are offered) 
  Search them out; heal their hearts and bodies, and bring them home. Lord, 

 [C] hear our prayer.    

 [P] Help us neither to bow to fear, nor be silenced by chaos. Move us resolutely toward your world in need 

 unEl we share the Mercy we have found in your name. Lord, 

 [C] hear our prayer. 

 [P] We thank you for the songs of children, the lingering sunlight, the repair of sha<ered bones and resto-

 raEon to health, for you are present in each – as a reminder of life’s Grace. May that grace and mercy 

 overflow from our lives into those of others. Lord, 

 [C] hear our prayer… 

 [P] for your church, your world, and all those whom we love. For those who face disaster: deliver them 

 from evil by your mighty hand. For those who are lost or lonely: seek them out and bring them home 

 to safety. Lord, 

 [C] hear our prayer. 

 [P] We pray for those who suffer persecuEon and violence that you might help them and heal them; for 

 those who are poor and hungry: that you might provide for them by your generous Spirit.  We pray for 

 those who cannot believe: be their refuge and show them your Grace. Lord, 

 [C] hear our prayer.  

 [P] As the day unfolds, when our hearts stray, call us back. If we are deaf and saEsfied; if we resent the 

 needs of others, blow strong against us. And, at the close of this day, we will offer the day-that-has-

 been to you, knowing that we were not alone, even when our hearts filled with shallow noise. As dark-

 ness falls, seek us again as we dream, calling to us in ways beyond our knowing that we might find  

  renewed strength. For we know the Mercy of the Christ will sustain us and the Power of the Spirit send 

 us forth in the new day. Have mercy on us this day according to your steadfast love. Create clean 

 hearts and renew a right spirit in our hearts. Open our lips to declare your praise; and receive all for 

 whom we pray through Jesus Christ our Savior.  

 [C] Amen. 
  

Peace 
 [P] May Christ’s peace be with you all! 

 [C] And, also, with you! 
Please feel free to move about and share Christ’s Peace with one another! 

 

Sit 
Offering   Noisy offering benefits the MAMA Program                The fruits of our labor are joyfully shared with Christ’s Church 

      Holy Ground       Geron Davis                   Trinity Choir    
 

Stand 

The Presenta�on                        
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 [P] Holy One, receive these offerings as you receive our lives. Gather our false starts and uncertain efforts, 

 our generosity and our reluctance. Enliven us with your breath and make your purposes known that 

 our lives might show forth your Love for all. We pray in the power of your Spirit. 

  [C] Amen. 
 

†  The Holy Eucharist  † 
Great Thanksgiving 
 [P] The Lord be with you. 

 [C] And also with you. 

 [P] LiH up your hearts. 

 [C] We liD them to the Lord. 

 [P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 [C] It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


