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If – in the off chance the Gospel of Luke doesn’t 

do anything else for ya’, it should make you think –

primarily and deeply about ourselves: our relationships – 

to each other, our relationship to God – and vice versa; 

and our culture: our values, our standards of behavior, 

our hope: what we hope for – and what good is it 

anyway? 

Same is true about how Luke approaches the 

nature of ‘prayer.’ You may know a lot about prayer – 

how it works and what it’s done for you, but I don’t. It 

remains as mysterious to me as Einstein’s “Theory of 

Relativity:” I know that must be important – of some sort 

of ultimate importance, evidently: I’ve heard about it 

ever since 8th grade math…so I respect it – but I have no 

idea what it means or how it works. Jesus prayed a lot – 

which must indicate it’s important…but, ask me about 

the “nitty gritty” of it, and you’ll get a blank, empty stare. 

Did all those prayers people all over the world 

lifted up for our daughter, Ashley, when she was battling 

a very rare cancer at age two, somehow – change God’s 

mind? – which – by the way is the one thing I don’t think 

prayer does…or, did the brilliance of her physicians in 

making their one, last-gasp change of her chemo 

protocol do the trick? Or was it maybe a little of both? A 

little of God and a little bit of them? 

  I would have to say that – maybe – the decision 

to make that one last available change came because 

God stirred the intellect of the physicians to dig deeper 

than, perhaps, they ever had into their medical 

knowledge; to think beyond the confines of anything 

they had done before and to give what they told us – in 

all honesty - was “the last thing they knew what to do” a 

shot. 

Had god “intended” to let Ashley’s body 

succumb to the disease, but all those prayers changed his 

mind? Can’t imagine that of the God I know. Did the 

prayers – maybe sorta’ move thru God’s heart stirring up 

in the physicians the dim recollection of something they 

casually encountered back in Med School, causing them 

to put 2 and 2 together and hope it still added up to 4, 

with the resulting: “Oh, wait! Maybe…just maybe… we 

ought to try this…”? 

If prayers were even a part of Ashley’s saving 

equation, that – to me – would have to have been the 

way it all worked – and that, in itself, would be a miracle. 

Most every concept in Christianity is – at least to 

me – somewhat illusive. That is, understanding 

Christianity is no easy task – one reason I believe that 

nobody could have just made all this stuff up! the 

“Trinity,” “Holy Spirit,” “Atonement,” “Original Sin,” 

“Grace,” “Evil” – even – maybe even Especially -  

“Prayer.” A “Masters of Divinity” degree – however 

“pretentious” it may sound – doesn’t even come close to 

grasping it all. I’ve probably learned more since seminary 

than before.   

But, maybe that’s called “age.” 

I’ve learned – for one thing – that patient 

waiting, persistence…faithfulness: all of which are 

addressed in today’s rather strange Gospel story – aren’t 

the most bountiful of human resources -  because they 

all hinge on our holding to the Promises of God: a holding 

that reflects our confidence in the integrity of God. 

Lutherans affirm that God answers every prayer 

– but, often it seems, it’s not soon enough.  Was that way 

for those in the early Church as well? Peter, who was 

writing as Nero’s severe persecution of the Church was 

growing in severity, and when believers were beginning 

to wonder if Jesus really was going to return - Peter was 

asked one day: “How can we continue to trust God?” He 

responds in 2nd Peter:  

“Don’t let this fact escape your notice, beloved: 

that with the Lord, a day is like a thousand years…the 

Lord is not slow about his Promise - God is patient – not 

wishing for any to perish but for all to come to 

repentance.” But, ours is a “add water and stir” world: 

an instant, “www.com” culture – and the problem often 

is that we have Timex watches and God has a Rolex.  

Everybody who’s honest with themselves – has 

trouble with prayer.  The disciples surely did – that’s why 

Jesus told them today’s parable. 
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Ehen Leonard Bernstein was composing his 

famous contemporary “Mass” – he wanted it to be ‘an 

honest Mass’- wanted the words and music to ring true 

even to people who didn't see themselves as particularly 

religious, or ‘churchy.’ Bernstein knew that the most 

demanding moment would not be the “Credo:” that is, 

the “I Believe” section:  most people - at least - vaguely, 

believe something about God…He felt the toughest 

moment to stay ‘real’ would be the “Oremus:” “Let us 

pray,” because – when you do that, there’s no “hedging 

our bets” about whether God “is” or God “isn’t:” you 

gotta’ move beyond abstraction and into a relationship. 

And we don’t always wanna’ do that. 

In Bernstein’s Mass - when it comes time to pray 

- the chorus begins to intone a traditional Prayer of 

Confession, but – before long, a lone tenor soars above 

the others to sing: 

“If I could, I'd confess: good and loud, nice and 

slow - get this load off my chest - yes…  

“But how Lord, I don't know: what I say, I don't 

feel…what I feel, I don't show…what I show, isn't real.  

What is real, Lord? I don't know. No, no, no…I 

don't know.”   

Ya’ can’t get much more ‘real’ than that. And, 

frankly, that’s precisely what I think God wants to hear: 

honesty, doubt, thanksgiving, praise…anger, fear, love- 

the whole 9 yards: prayers that acknowledge – 

sometimes admit – that we can’t go it alone…that we’re 

really not as cocky and self-assured as we let on that we 

are. Like Bernstein’s Mass, God wants our prayers to be 

real: unafraid to ‘tell it like it is’ – or, at least how we think  

it is…not worried about ‘offending’ him when we shake 

our fist to the sky in anger and disappointment and fear  

over the latest crap life’s thrown our way…to cry for his 

help, his Guidance, his Providence from the very deepest 

parts of our heart, because prayer is a conversation - one 

which God initiates: The Holy Spirit speaking to us, calling 

us to prayer. Our response completes the transmission. 

God is always communicating. Unfortunately, we  

aren’t always listening. And, sometimes even when we 

are, the ‘static’ of the world around us, and the darkness 

that still cowers within us, gets in the way and garbles 

the message. 

The Good News is that – for Christ’s sake - God’s 

heart cuts thru all the static, hears us loud and clear – 

and answers: not with blaring trumpets or the flutter of 

a million angel wings hovering around us…not in a voice 

that shouts – as Elijah tried to find him in the 

“whirlwind,” or one that speaks in strange and 

indefinable tongues - but in a still, small voice of 

confidence, reassurance and peace.     

 “Even so, Lord – not my will, but thine be done,”  

we end our petitions. And then we listen. Amen,
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