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There’s a whole lot of ‘fodder’ in today’s lessons, but, 

I promise you won’t have to chew more than 12 minutes … 

Micha 6:8 – one of my 2 favorite ‘Words of Wisdom’ 

of all time:  what does God expect from us?  “To do justice; to 

love kindness, and to walk humbly with him.” In Hebrew: 3 

words: ‘mishpat’ = justice…‘hesed’ = kindness…and ‘hasnea’: 

humility.  

Badda, badda, BING!  There you have all it takes to 

make Christianity ‘work – for you and for the world as opposed 

to some who would make it as rigid and law-bound as 

Quantum Physics: do justice. Love kindness. And walk humbly 

with God. But, those traits are sometimes difficult for 

humanity to follow. 

Garrison Keillor – host of the decidedly Lutheran-

flavored ‘A Prairie Home Companion’ on NPR – talks about the 

mythical village of ‘Lake Woebegone’ where -  they proudly 

proclaim: “all the women are strong; all the men are good-

looking; and all the children are above average.” Seems like 

most of us feel that way about ourselves: that’s how we get 

thru life: believing that, somehow, we're all individually 

significantly different, better, and more worthy, than those 

around us: most women think they're beautiful. 60% of 

students think they're in the top 10%. And a majority of men 

believe themselves to be handsome – or at least ‘passable.’ 

We take comfort in unhumbly overestimating 

ourselves: take your driving skills – which are considerably 

better, I’ll bet you think, than the guy who crowded you out in 

the Martin’s parking lot, or the goon who pulled out in front of 

you on 277…or that slow-pokin’ ditz you got behind on Route 

11:  first thing we do is mumble about ‘what a crummy driver’ 

the other guy is…according to our higher, less flawed 

standards. If the house is a wreck - it's the kids’ fault: they 

didn’t pick up; If our taxes aren't done, it's the government's 

fault: the filing date is so inconvenient; if we’re too fat, it's 

McDonald's fault. No wonder we overlook the antics of one 

who never accepts responsibility for anything - but blames 

anybody - and everybody - else he can find…we’re the same 

way! 

It’s not that most of us claim to be ‘perfect’ – I think 

that would be a sign of a serious mental disorder or at least 

quite unbiblical – but we sure can readily spot those who fall 

short of our arbitrary standards. 

Most of the time, it seems: we’re like the man whose 

doctor told him he had rabies – and that he’d waited so long 

that nothing could be done. The doctor left the room for a 

minute, and when she returned, she noticed him writing 

something on a piece of paper.  

"Is that your will?” she asked.  

"Nope. It’s a list of everyone I'm gonna’ bite!" 

Micah, today – way back in the 8th century BC – was 

confronting a similarly smug Israel: with one of the greatest 

smirks of all time, Israel asks, "So, whataya’ want from us, 

God? Thousands of rams? 10,000 rivers of oil? Maybe our 

firstborn…would that make you happy? 

In infinite patience and Love, God says that they need 

do just 3 things:  ‘mishpat’: justice…‘hesed’: kindness. and, 

‘hasnea’: humility. Suddenly it’s clear just how far Israel - and 

we – have fallen - how much easier it would actually be to 

produce those thousands of rams, or 10,000 rivers of oil than 

it is to transform our lives into genuine expressions of mishpat, 

hesed, and hasnea. 

Israel was living in such a way that it couldn’t brag 

that offenders were treated justly - because the judges were 

all bribed…there was no kindness evident when the people 

who were suffering the most - the poor - were systematically 

ignored. And, Israel walked with no one but herself when 

shady deals deprived people of their houses and land. Are we 

– as a culture – that much different? We think of ourselves as 

kind people: we promote gentleness with animals; make 

unlawful the mistreatment of prisoners of war - well, at least 

we have in the past…we think of our judicial system as fair, but 

we know it’s much more "fair" for those who have money and 

power. Laws on the books claim to protect people from shady 

business practices and from those who would manipulate the 

tax Code - but thousands of people lose millions every year 

thanks to the special-interest loopholes. Sure, we give money 

for the relief of suffering, but we give out of our abundance - 

what we don’t really need – and it’s never nearly enough.  In 

short, we are a kind, and humble nation...only when it’s 

convenient to be.  

Remember those WWJD bracelets: “What Would 

Jesus Do?” Micah tells us that’s not the question. It’s the 

question of "What Would Jesus Have Me Do?" "What does the 

Lord require of me?" And, here it is in a nutshell: as valid today 

as it was 28-hundred years ago: ‘Do justice, love kindness, walk 

humbly with God.’  Badda, badda BING! 

A mob boss hired a lawyer to defend him on a charge 

of 1st- Degree Murder – saying he’d better win…or at least have 
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the charges reduced or he wouldn’t get paid. Everybody knew 

he'd done it - but the lawyer was willing to do whatever it took 

- so he bribed a juror to hold out for a verdict of ‘manslaughter’ 

- or the juror wouldn't get paid.  

They deliberated over a week, and finally returned a 

verdict of ‘manslaughter.’ The lawyer was ecstatic: "How’d you 

convince the others to reduce the charge to manslaughter?"  

"Well,” said the crooked juror, “you told me to get 

them to that verdict, or I wouldn't get paid. It took me the 

whole week to convince them to vote with me - everybody else 

wanted to acquit him…"  

Sometimes God takes care of the justice. But, you and 

I are called to do justice: to make sure that all God's children 

inherit their fair share of God's good gifts - and if they don't, 

because someone has swindled them, or if they weren’t strong 

enough to hold on to it, justice means working for fairness and 

equality for everybody.  

But justice isn’t about just being fair: Johnny Carson 

once said: "If life was fair, Elvis would be alive and all the 

impersonators would be dead."  Justice isn't about being fair. 

It’s about doing what’s right in God's eyes. It’s not enough to 

wish for justice, or to complain when it isn’t forthcoming. We 

are to do, to love, and to walk: action words -  imperative verbs 

that ask each of us – individually: What are you doing? Who 

are you loving? And with whom are you walking?  

And then there’s the expectation of humility…There 

was an MTV documentary on "The 7 Deadly Sins:" pride, 

covetousness, lust, anger, envy, gluttony, and sloth - which so 

clearly revealed the profound moral confusion of our culture: 

Queen Latifah said she didn’t even know pride was a ‘sin…’  

And, Kristie Alley added, "I don't think pride is a sin…I think 

some idiot made that up."  

But, elsewhere in Hollywood: there was Bob Hope – 

being honored at a dinner where they rattled off his many life 

contributions…When it was his turn, Hope said he was 

grateful, but that he never let those kinds of things go to his 

head…Seems a long time ago he’d gotten an invitation to a 

similar banquet - but, told the caller he was already committed 

for that evening. After a short pause,” Hope says, “the caller 

responded, ‘Well, by any chance do you have Red Skelton's 

number?'" 

Humility – the real kind: Bob Hope had it. and so did 

– at least in the end - the minister asked by a Maryland high 

school class to deliver their graduation sermon. He was thrilled 

– until he was told that he was chosen only after the students 

had visited a variety of churches: looking for whoever 

preached the shortest. 

We’re only here today because God loved us so much 

way back when - that he gave his only son up to death on a 

cross.  If our response is to shut ourselves off from the real 

world: of social injustice, authoritarian threats to freedom, and 

political impotence...if we take refuge in the hymns and 

prayers we mouth on Sunday but choose “business as usual” 

come Monday…if we choose to cower behind a totally 

fabricated – but widely propagandized – understanding of 

what ‘separation of Church and State’ really means: and that 

is, simply, not to create a government-sanctioned religion… 

If in all that, as Christians, we choose to simply watch 

the rest of the world go to hell on our big screen TVs, we are 

in deep spiritual trouble, and the whole world will suffer 

because of it.  

Being humble doesn't mean being a doormat! Being 

kind doesn’t mean being benign. And walking humbly doesn’t 

mean expecting God to do all the work. It means knowing what 

God has always wanted this sad, evil world to be – and being 

willing and daring enough to do our part to make it happen.  

A while back - a panel of doctors was appointed to 

draw up no more than 8 short guidelines for the government 

that – if followed - would assure better community well-being. 

But, they couldn’t find consensus. Finally, one of them came 

up with a cleverly unique idea: ‘repurposing’ the 8 Beatitudes 

of Jesus we heard this morning by simply replacing the word 

‘blessed’ w/the word ‘healthy.’ 

It, of course, never happened – but, how cool is that? 

guaranteeing a community’s well-being in 8 religious truths. 

Maybe we can make it even shorter – and clearer: 8 words 

instead of 8 statements: ‘Do justice.’  

‘Love kindness.’  ‘Walk humbly with God.’  That’s what’ll make 

us great again. Amen.
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