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Came across an interesting ‘take’ on today’s 

gospel…you might not agree with it – it has a decidedly 

‘feminist’ tone – I’m not even sure I can buy all of it - but, 

the writer does make some observations worth noting… 

She begins by recalling the recent demeaning 

political slaps by men toward women with strong 

personalities: among them Hillary Clinton, Meryl Streep, 

and Sen. Elizabeth Warren…Then, she describes a new 

statue in Manhattan’s Financial District called the 

‘Fearless girl:’ posed defiantly directly facing the iconic 

‘c=Charging Bull’ on wall street – a statue commissioned, 

by the way - somewhat surprisingly, I guess, by a financial 

advising firm to raise awareness of women in leadership 

roles, and to promote gender equality. 

Then, she imagines the Samaritan woman in the 

gospel today as ‘the spiritual matriarch’ of fearless 

women across the centuries: a woman whose story 

doesn’t fit the ‘approved narrative of what a male 

dominated society says that ‘good girls’ do. ‘She was a 

nasty woman,’ the writer offers, ‘in the best sense of that 

word: she persisted in the face of those who would 

silence her. she knew her stuff, and welcomed 

productive debate:’ a strong woman – who may not have 

felt very strong – surviving – and even thriving - in a 

society that favored male power.  

She’s bold. She’s informed. She stands her 

ground – in short – she was ‘authentically courageous 

and courageously authentic.’ And, because she was, she 

was able to cross borders: she crossed the border of 

societal expectations between men and women. She also 

crossed a major cultural border by actually talking to a 

Jew – and Jesus does the same, vice versa. He crosses a 

serious gender border by meeting a woman alone at a 

well: wells were often the meeting place of future 

spouses. Both she and Jesus are willing to be vulnerable 

and to really risk something for the sake of the other.  

And Jesus saw her potential: like the man 

travelling by train across the Arizona desert, who was the 

only person not to pull down the shades to keep out the 

glare of the hot sun on the parched earth. He seemed to 

actually enjoy the dismal scenery… 

After a while his aisle-mate asked, ‘Excuse me: 

what do you see in that wasteland that makes you 

smile?" 

"Oh," he replied," I'm in the irrigation 

business…and I was thinking….if we could only get water 

out here….” 

That's what Jesus is trying to get over to us: to 

see the ‘potential’ in people and things: to see the world 

as he sees it: that thru God’ Grace, everything can 

become a new creation - if we’re willing… 

But, it’s such a familiar story, we often miss its 

subtleties. I can’t count how many times I’ve heard 

sermons call this this woman a ‘slut, a ‘harlot…’ even 

worse - I may have even preached it once or twice early 

on - God forgive me. But nobody ever brings sympathy – 

or even empathy – for a woman in a very vulnerable 

position.  

I n antiquity - and often even today - a woman 

without a husband or sons had absolutely no social or 

economic standing. She was a ‘persona non-grata’ – 

forgotten, and literally ignored: the very kind of person 

Jesus had in mind when he told us to care for the 

‘orphans and widows…” The Bible has plenty of words for 

‘whore’ and ‘prostitute.’ And, she doesn’t fit any of them. 

In fact, Arnold Prater in his book The Presence says that 

the Greek word which Jesus used is not a term of 

contempt, but of great endearment - used lovingly…and 

best translated as ‘special lady.’  

Think of it: the village outcast…had 5 husbands, 

and still shacks-up with a guy to whom she’s not 

married…yet Jesus, seeing the possibilities in her, calls 

her ‘special lady:’ the same word he used for his mother 

at the wedding in Cana, and on the cross. Now that’s 

crossing a border! Maybe Jesus didn’t know about this 

cultural and economic and social and gender ‘glass 

ceiling’…or, maybe, he just wasn’t going to stand for it. 

I would dare say that this – not his little ‘slight of 

mind’ trick about her ex-husbands – is what really struck 

this woman the most: in fact, it’s probably what made 

her pay any attention to him at all: Jesus showed her 

genuine dignity and respect – which is always where any 

kind of meaningful relationship begins: you gotta’ have 

integrity:  

Trinity Church (ELCA) 
Stephens City, Virginia 

Sunday’s Sermon 
March 19, 2017               The Rev. Mr. Cameron P. Keyser                            Lent 3A 



2 

 

Harper’s Magazine once reviewed a book titled 

Staying Married And Loving It…sounds good, doesn’t it? 

But, reality showed than – between them, the 2 authors 

had been married 5 different times. We all know the 

charlatans of the faith: Joel Osteen, Jimmy Swaggert, Jim 

and Tammy Bakker…on and on… 

The Samaritan lady was bold and decisive and 

became a great evangelist for the gospel – despite her 

undeniably shady past. ‘Many Samaritans ended-up 

believing in him,’ says John, ‘because of the woman’s 

testimony.’ 

Well, how in the heck did that happen?:  this 

coarse – probably habitually immoral-rough-and-tumble,   

“been-thru-the-ringer-and-then-some,” “seen-a-few 

things” – many things, probably - and did many things-a-

church going Christian-would-never-even- consider” kind 

of person: ignored in disgust by her fellow villagers, a 

total social outcast: how was she so darned effective as 

the faith’s first major teller of Good News?:   

She was real.  She was honest. And, Jesus saw her 

potential - that’s how! What happened there at the well, 

had transformed her life. The other Samaritans listened 

because they could tell that – somehow, in a very 

tangible way, something about her had changed. 

That’s the kind of person everybody wants to 

hear from when it comes to stuff like ‘religion:’ 

somebody who’s ‘real’ and honest – whose faith’s been 

tested…who has questions and doubts and struggles 

with life and faith just like them – and is honest enough 

to admit it…someone authentic: in short – someone who 

knows what it is to experience ‘Grace.’ 

That’s the legacy the ‘Samaritan Woman at the 

Well’ leaves for us this morning: of being willing to cross 

borders, the honesty of being authentic…the humility of 

being open to the Spirit. The most effective gospel 

messengers are real people: who’ve had their lives 

transformed – and let others see how God is working in 

their lives. 

A woman once claimed she was having visions of 

Jesus – but, the Archbishop was dubious. 

'Is it true?,’ he asked her. 

'Yes,' the woman replied. 

'Well, the next time you have a vision, ask Jesus 

to tell you the sins that I confessed in my last confession,’ 

the Archbishop asked. ‘Call me if anything happens.' 

10 days later the woman called...  

'Well, what did Jesus say?' the archbishop 

anxiously asked. 

The parishioner took his hand, gazed deep into 

his eyes and said: ‘These are his exact words – I swear 

they are’ – he said,  ‘I can't remember.'   

Think about it… 

‘Special lady, special gentleman,’ Jesus says 

today: ‘my Grace is sufficient. Accept my gift of Love.’  

Think about that, too. 

Amen.
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