
EASTER WEEKEND 

 

TOMORROW   
  9am-3pm  Bake/Craft Sale 
        11am        Easter Egg Hunt 
Sunday        
  7am       Easter Breakfast  
              9:30am   Festival Eucharist 
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Our Invitation  
Trinity Church is a member congregation of the Virginia Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church In America [ELCA], 
one of the world’s largest Christian denominations—a “little: church—with a BIG Idea!  Our congregation was “gathered” in 
1765 by 16 German immigrants who had  migrated from Pennsylvania.  The building in which we worship was constructed in 
1906, and is the third worship space utilized by the congregation.  While our history is vital to who we are as a faith community, 
we focus on the future and on what God is calling us to be and to do in the present.  We are a dynamic, growing, joyful part of 
the family of God - and we invite you to be a part of our journey of faith. If you’re interested in uniting your heart and hands 
with Trinity Church, please contact the Church Office.  
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 Good Friday 

A Service of Shadows... 

 
 

 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
Fairfax at Valley Pike 
Stephens City, Virginia 

April 14, 2017 
7pm 

______________________________________ 
 

‘Tenebrae’ is a Latin word meaning ‘shadows’ or ‘darkness.’  The Tenebrae - or ‘Office of Shadows’ -  
is an ancient service of the Church.  By extinguishing the light of candles, the apparent victory of the powers of darkness 

over the power of the light of Christ is dramatized 

 
 

 

Prelude                                                 Ah, Holy Jesus           Todd Davis (b. 1977) 

  
Stand as Procession enters 

Silent Procession 

 

Prayer of the Day 

 [P]   Almighty God, we ask you to look with mercy on your family for whom our Lord, Jesus Christ,  
  was willing to be betrayed and to be given over to the hands of sinners and to suffer death on the  
  cross.  This same Jesus Christ who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,  now  
  and forever.  Amen. 
Sit 

 

Offering                                        The congregational offering is received 

There is no Offering Presentation 

 

The First Word 
Scripture            
 When it was evening, he took his place with the twelve; and while they were eating, he said, ‘Truly I tell you, 
 one of you will betray me.’   And they became greatly distressed and began to say to him one after another, 
 ‘Surely not I, Lord?’   He answered, ‘The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me.  

 The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed!  It 
 would have been better for that one not to have been born.’   Judas, who betrayed him, said, ‘Surely not I, 
 Rabbi?’  He replied, ‘You have said so.’ 
 



Reading   (read in unison)                                                                                  Psalm 17  
 Hear a just cause, O L���; attend to my cry; give ear to my prayer from lips free of deceit. 
 From you let my vindication come; let your eyes see the right.  
 If you try my heart, if you visit me by night, if you test me, you will find no wickedness in me;  my mouth 
  does not transgress. 
 Wondrously show your steadfast love, O Savior of those who seek refuge.  
 Guard me as the apple of your eye; hide me in the shadow of your wings, 
  from the wicked who despoil me, my deadly enemies who surround me. 
 They close their hearts to pity; with their mouths they speak arrogantly. 
 They track me down; now they surround me; they set their eyes to cast me to the ground. 
 They are like a lion eager to tear, like a young lion lurking in ambush.    

 Rise up, O L���, confront them, overthrow them!  By your sword deliver my life from the   
  wicked,  As for me, I shall behold your face in righteousness; when I awake I shall be satisfied,  
  beholding your likeness. 
Silence is kept 
 

Prayer 

 [P] Lord God, you vindicated your Son when he was unjustly condemned.  Deliver the oppressed from 
  their enemies.  Watch over your people as the apple of your eye, and guard our steps until we see 
  your face; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 [C] Amen. 

 

Hymn  (sung three times)                               WOV 667 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The 1st candle is extinguished 

The Second Word 
Scripture                        
 Judas, one of the twelve, arrived (at the garden); with him was a large crowd with swords and clubs, from 
 the chief priests and the elders of the people.   Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, ‘The one I 
 will kiss is the man; arrest him.’  At once he came up to Jesus and said, ‘Greetings, Rabbi!’ and kissed him.  

 Jesus said to him, ‘Friend, do what you are here to do.’  Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and  
 arrested him. 

 

Hymn  (sung 3 times)                                        ELW 616 

 Jesus, remember me, when you come into your Kingdom. 
 Jesus, remember me, when you come into your Kingdom.  
 

Reading   (Lectern side begins- alternating sides)                                                       Psalm 15               

 [Lec] O L789, who may abide in your tent?  Who may dwell on your holy hill?  
 [Pul] Those who walk blamelessly, and do what is right, and speak the truth from their heart; 
 [Lec] who do not slander with their tongue, and do no evil to their friends, nor take up a reproach  
  against their neighbors; 
 [Pul] in whose eyes the wicked are despised, but who honor those who fear the L���; who stand by 
  their oath even to their hurt. 
 [All] Those who do these things shall never be moved. 

Hymn   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading   (said in unison)                                    Psalm 23 

 The L#$% is my shepherd, I shall not want.  He makes me lie down in green pastures;  
  he leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths  
  for his name’s sake. 
 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil, for you  
  are with me. Your rod and your staff they comfort me. You prepare a table before me 
  in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil;  my cup runneth over. 
 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house 
  of the L#$% forever. 
Sit 

Prayer 

 [P] Lord Jesus Christ, our good shepherd, you give us new birth in the waters of baptism, you 
  anoint us with oil, and you nourish us at your table of grace with heavenly food.  In your 
  goodness and mercy, dispel the shadows of evil and death, and lead us along safe paths, 
  that we may rest securely in you and dwell in the house of the Lord now, and forever, for 
  your name’s sake. 
 [C] Amen  

Silence is observed 
The Christ Candle is removed. A LOUD noise is heard  
 Symbolizing that - by Christ’s death - all Scripture has been fulfilled.  

      

The Christ Candle is returned. 
 Foreshadowing the coming Light of the Resurrection  
 

Lights are brightened slightly 

Make Me A Channel of Your Peace                  (see white laminated sheet in pew rack) 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

There is no Benediction 

Worshipers leave in silence as the Great Tower Bell tolls 

ALL 

ALL 

 MEN 
 WOMEN 

 CHOIR 

 



Prayer 

 [P] O God, of never failing fountain of life, through the saving waters of baptism you call us from the 
  depth of sin to the abundance of mercy.  Do not forget the trials of our exile, but from the well-
  spring of your Word satisfy our thirst for you, that we may come rejoicing to your house; through 
  Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 [C] Amen.  
The 5th candle is extinguished. 
 

The Sixth Word 
Scripture               
 A jar full of sour wine was standing there.  So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of  
 hyssop and held it to his mouth.   When Jesus had received the wine, he said, ‘It is finished.’  It was 
 now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon.   

 

Reading (alternating Pastor and People)                         Psalm 46 

 [P] God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
 [C] therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, though the mountains shake 
  in the heart of the sea; 
 
 [P] though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
 [C] God is in the midst - we shall not be moved; God will help when the morning dawns. 
 

 [P] The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; God utters his voice, the earth melts. 
 [C] The L#$% of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. 
  
 [P] Come, behold the works of the L+,-; see what desolations he has brought on the earth. 
 [C] He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear; 
  he burns the shields with fire.       
  
 [P] ‘Be still, and know that I am God! I am exalted among the nations, I am exalted in the  
  earth.’ 
 [C] The L#$% of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. 
Silence is kept 

 

Prayer              

 [P] O God, our refuge, in the midst of violence be a tower of safety for all who cry out to you. 
  Strengthen our faith in your mercy, that we may sing your praise from generation to  
                generation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
The 6th candle is extinguished 
 
Stand 

The Seventh Word 
Scripture                        
  While the sun's light failed, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom.   
 When the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said,  
 ‘Truly this man was God’s Son!’ 
 

Silence is kept  

Prayer 

 [P] O God, our dwelling place, in Christ you made your home among us.  Lead us in the paths of truth 
  and integrity until you bring us to your holy mountain and we live forever in your presence; we 
  pray through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 [C] Amen. 

 

Stand 

Hymn  ELW 351                             O, Sacred Head Now Wounded 

Sit 

 
The 2nd candle is extinguished 
 

The Third Word 
Scripture             

 [P] So they took Jesus; and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is called  
  ‘The Place of the Skull,’ which in Hebrew is called ‘Golgotha.’  There they crucified him, and 
  with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus between them.  Pilate also had an  
  inscription written and put on the cross.  It read, "Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the  
  Jews."  When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into 
  four parts, one for each soldier.  They also took his tunic which was seamless, woven in 
  one piece from the top.  So they said to one another, "Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it 
  to see who will get it."  And that is what the soldiers did.  Meanwhile, standing near the 
  cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary  
  Magdalene.  When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside 
  her, he said to his mother, "Woman, here is your son."  Then he said to the disciple,  
  "Here is your mother."  And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home.  
 

Reading   (said in unison)                                                                                                         Psalm 26  
 [C] Vindicate me, O L���, for I have walked in my integrity, and I have trusted in the L��� without 
   wavering. 
  Prove me, O L���, and try me; test my heart and mind. 
  For your steadfast love is before my eyes, and I walk in faithfulness to you.    

  I do not consort with hypocrites; I hate the company of evildoers, and will not sit with the  
   wicked. I wash my hands in innocence, and go around your altar,    
  O L���, singing aloud a song of thanksgiving, and telling all your wondrous deeds. I love the 
   house in which you dwell, and the place where your glory abides. 
  Do not sweep me away with sinners, nor my life with the bloodthirsty, those in whose hands are 
   evil  devices, and whose right hands are full of bribes.     
  But as for me, I walk in my integrity; redeem me, and be gracious to me. 
  My foot stands on level ground; in the great congregation I will bless the L���.   
Silence is kept 

 

Prayer 

 [P] Faithful God, you cleanse us in the waters of baptism to serve you with lives of integrity.  Send us 
  from the assembly of your people to give thanks for your wonderful deeds in all that we say and 
  do; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 [C] Amen. 
The 3rd candle is extinguished 
 



Stand 

Hymn    ELW 349              Ah, Holy Jesus 
 

Sit 
The Fourth Word 
Scripture                 
 [P] From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon.   And about  

  three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, ‘Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?’ that is, ‘My God, my God, 
  why have you forsaken me?’   When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, ‘This man is calling 
  for Elijah.’   At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, 
  and gave it to him to drink.  But the others said, ‘Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to  
  save him.’ 
 

Reading  (alternating Men and Women)                                                    Psalm 22: 1-18, 21-30 

 Men  My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?  Why are you so far from helping me,  
   from the words of my groaning? 

       Women O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer; and by night, but find no rest.   

 Men  Yet you are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
        Women  In you our ancestors trusted; they trusted, and you delivered them. 

 Men  To you they cried, and were saved; in you they trusted, and were not put to shame. 
        Women All who see me mock me; they make mouths at me, they shake their heads; 

         ‘Commit your cause to the Lord; let him deliver— let him rescue the one in whom he  

   delights!’  
 Men  Yet it was you who took me from the womb; you kept me safe on my mother’s breast . 
 Women On you I was cast from my birth, and since my mother bore me you have been my God. 

 Men  Do not be far from me, for trouble is near and there is no one to help.  
        Women Many bulls encircle me, strong bulls of Bashan surround me; 

 Men  they open wide their mouths at me, like a ravening and roaring lion.  
        Women I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint; my heart is like wax it is  

   melted  within my breast; 
 Men  my mouth is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to my jaws; you lay me in the 
   dust of death.  
 Women For dogs are all around me; a company of evildoers encircles me.  My hands and feet  

   have shriveled; 

 Men  I can count all my bones.  They stare and gloat over me; 
 Women they divide my clothes among themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots.  

 Men  Save me from the mouth of the lion!  From the horns of the wild oxen you have rescued 
   me. 
 Women I will tell of your name to my brothers and sisters; in the midst of the congregation  

   I will praise you: 

 Men  You who fear the Lord, praise him!  All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him; stand in awe of 
   him, all you offspring of Israel! 
 Women For he did not despise the affliction of the afflicted; he did not hide his face from me,  

   but heard when I cried to him.  

 Men  From you comes my praise in the great congregation; my vows I will pay before those 
   who trust him. 
 Women The poor shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek him shall praise the Lord. May your 

   hearts live for ever!  

 Men  All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord;           
 Women For dominion belongs to the Lord, and he rules over the nations.  

 Men  To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; before him shall bow all who 
   go down to the dust, and I shall live for him. 

Silence is kept 

Scripture 
 One of the criminals who was hanged there kept deriding him and saying, "Are you not the Messiah?  
 Save yourself and us!" But the other rebuked him, saying, "Do you not fear God, since you are under the 
 same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what 
 we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong." Then he said, "Jesus, remember me 
 when you come into your kingdom."  He replied, "Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise."  
 

Stand  

Hymn  ELW 347  [vss. 1-3 only]                Go To Dark Gethsemane 

Sit 

 

Silence is kept  
Prayer 

 [P] Eternal God, your Son cried out in anguish from the cross, and you delivered him.  Do not  
  hide your face from those who cry out to you.  By his death and resurrection, bring life  
  where there is death: feed the hungry, strengthen the weak, and break the chains of oppress-

  sion, that all people may rejoice in your saving deeds through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 [C] Amen. 

 
The 4th candle is extinguished 
 

The Fifth Word 
Scripture                       
 When Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the Scripture), ‘I am thirsty.’  

 

Reading   (Pulpit side begins- - alternating sides)                                            Psalm 42 

 [Pulpit]  As a deer longs for flowing streams, so my soul longs for you, O God. 
 [Lectern] My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When shall I come and behold the face of 
   God? 

 [Pulpit]  My tears have been my food day and night, while people say to me continually, ‘Where 
   is your God?’            
 [Lectern] These things I remember, as I pour out my soul: how I went with the throng, and led 
   them in procession to the house of God, with glad shouts and songs of thanksgiving,  
   a multitude keeping festival. 
 [Pulpit]  Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you disquieted within me?  Hope in God;  
   for I shall again praise him, my help and my God.      

 [Lectern] My soul is cast down within me; therefore I remember you from the land of  Jordan  
   and of Hermon, from Mount Mizar. 
 [Pulpit]  Deep calls to deep at the thunder of your cataracts; all your waves and your billows have 
   gone over me. 
 [Lectern] By day the L��� commands his steadfast love, and at night his song is with me, a  
   prayer to the God of my life.  
 [Pulpit]  I say to God, my rock, ‘Why have you forgotten me?  Why must I walk about mournfully  
   because the enemy oppresses me?’ 
 [Lectern] As with a deadly wound in my body, my adversaries taunt me, while they say to me  
   continually,  ‘Where is your God?’         

 [Pulpit]  Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you disquieted within me?  Hope in God; 
   for I shall again praise him, my help and my God.    
 

Hymn  (sung three times)   
 Jesus, remember me—when you come into your Kingdom.       


