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 Sometimes when I research for a sermon, I find 

little that I didn’t already know – that is, not much “new” 

information, and very few “Ah-Has!” But, then, there are 

weeks like this one: where I – somehow – got into what 

social scientists have identified as “Postmodernism:” the 

most recent stage in human intellectual and moral 

development. So, we’ll start off with a little “Intro to 21st 

Century Human Behavior.” 

 First, there was “Premodernism:” a time when 

the worldview we had was that “truth” was absolute and 

universal. “True” was always “true,” and “false” was 

always “false” – no matter when or where or how…and 

it was God who declared which was which. 

 Then, we moved to a “Modern” worldview: 

where Truth was still absolute – but the primary source 

of finding Truth moved from God to human “reason.” 

Since science had shown it took millions of years of 

natural processes for the universe to evolve to its present 

state, then – as an example – the story of God creating in 

6 days had to seen as a non-literal truth -  if Truth was to 

be found in it at all.  

 Now, we’re in the “Postmodern” era: where 

“Truth” itself has been redefined into both “local” and 

“relative:” what something “means” – and that can be 

different for every living soul on earth – is, now, far more 

important than concern for “Truth.” Results are what 

matter – not whether something is actually “true.” 

Instead of discovering “truth” as something outside of 

our “self,” we now construct our meaning of the external 

world to the extent that something is either useful to me, 

or not.  ‘Experience’ is the primary authority for creating 

meaning to life - not “truth” or “falsehood.”  

 In this Postmodern world view, you can pick a 

pinch of biology, throw in a dash of Christianity, add a 

spoonful of Tao: and – Voila! you make your own 

meaning to life. Or, as we’ll see a little later, you can 

choose a central source for making meaning – say, 

Christianity – and still be comfortable with others who 

choose a different path. 

 This new-found disdain for “facts” - which, 

together, make the foundation for “Truth” - now allows 

our culture – and this is a sociological fact, not a political 

opinion – to comfortably make accusations without 

evidence, deny past actions or claims - even when 

confronted with facts to the contrary – all of which boils 

down to: “Well, I can’t be wrong factually – because 

there no longer is any such thing – so, my opinion can’t 

be wrong either.”  

 Postmodernism is more concerned with how 

things speak to our unique and individual life experiences 

as opposed to either universal truths or even reason. We 

are living in a Postmodern, “post-truth” society: 

sublimely comfortable with the “end” truly justifying 

whatever “means” it takes to get there. 

 Even that guy from North Carolina who –

believing the fake news about a Clinton-backed child sex 

trade – shot up that pizza joint in D.C…and after it was all 

over, still refused to dismiss the “truth” of the stories – 

admitting only that he didn’t find the kids where he’d 

“heard” they’d be.  

 “Facts” no longer matter…only that which I – 

personally accept as factual makes any difference.  It’s an 

“anything goes” approach to reality that’s shaping our 

culture today – and, well, a lot of folks are just fine with 

that:  if I want something to be meaningful, then it is – 

doesn’t matter how the facts look; doesn’t matter what 

others say. It doesn’t even matter what harm a claim that 

I find meaningful might have on others.  If I believe it, 

then it’s true. Period. 

 That’s the reality we – as Mainline Christians – 

are up against these days as we discover that Truth and 

Knowledge are simply unable to put even a chink in the 

armor of sin. And none of this even touches on how we 

rationalize our participation in structural sin – that is, in 

social systems that oppress and cause suffering.  

 Where “Modernism” valued “intellect” over 

“emotion,” the new reality in which we find ourselves is 

one in which “whatever I believe is right – and if you think 

differently, you’re wrong no matter what “facts” you try 

and dredge-up.  If I don’t believe them, then they’re 

“fake news.” 
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Wil Willimon and Stanley Haweras raised this 

issue at Duke a while back in relationship to today’s 

Gospel text: “The popular idea that all religions are 

essentially the same and merely a matter of personal 

opinion,” Willimon believes, “is both intellectually 

dishonest and ultimately intolerant. It’s merely a way of 

saying, ̀ religion is wonderful – as long as we first all agree 

that it doesn't mean anything.” But, world religions are 

very different from one another: in the way they 

understand the Divine, the human, and the world.  

“It is far “more honest and more respectful to 

know what you believe - and claim it. That doesn’t mean 

you don’t respect other’s religious beliefs, or refuse to 

find common ground where it exists…and it doesn’t 

mean you have to be arrogant or intolerant. 

“Sometimes,” says Willimon: “the biggest 

challenge is to admit that all of us are living by some 

point of view or another. All of us are betting our life on 

something. Maybe we’re betting on the point of view 

that says, "I try not to have any point of view other than 

there are no points of view worth acknowledging or 

living- and dying - by."  Or, the other view which says, "I 

still have lots of questions about Jesus - and there’s still 

much about all this that I don't understand… 

nevertheless, I’m trying – even though I fall constantly 

short of being a faithful follower. I remain convinced that 

Jesus is  “The Way, the Truth, and the Life - and I’m doing 

my best to be faithful to that." 

As we honor our graduates: their freshly-minted 

skills of the intellect – hungry for new knowledge, and 

vigilant in assuring scholarly honesty…and our mothers: 

whose nurturing and love cover a multitude of sins – 

theirs and ours: both confronting and calculating how to 

live – and live abundantly – in a confusing and imprecise 

culture of hedonism and selfishness, I’m gonna’ be old-

fashioned enough to share a couple of statements that I 

believe still to be “factual” and true:  

 The first is from Jesus: “I am the Way, the Truth 

and the Life” even as I value those plots of common 

ground on which all people of faith can stand… 

And, the other is from the unlikely source of Tim 

McGraw: 

“You know there's a lot that goes by the front 

door – so, don't forget the keys under the mat… 

Go to church 'cause your momma says to, and  

visit grandpa every chance that you can –  

always stay humble and kind… 

Hold the door, say “Please,” say “Thank You;” don't steal, 

don't cheat, and don't lie… 

I know you got mountains to climb but…always  

stay humble and kind.  

When the dreams you're dreamin' (come true);  

when the work you put in is (found): let yourself feel the 

pride but - always stay humble and kind. 

Don't take for granted the love this life gives you, 

and when you get where you're goin', don't forget to turn 

back around - help the next one in line…and, always stay 

humble and kind… so that the Truth of the Love of God, 

the Presence of Christ, and the Strength of the Holy Spirit 

may remain with you every day: no matter what dilemma 

you may face in this world that’s been turned upside 

down.  Just remember: Jesus “upset the apple cart” first. 

Amen. 
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