
Trinity Lutheran Church 
810 Fairfax St. 
Stephens City, VA  22655 
 
Address Service Requested 

SEPTEMBER WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

 Greeters  Lector   Communion Asst.                   Acolyte/Crucifer  
3 Monica Lambert Sue Scheulen  Mike Lambert, Sue Scheulen  Will Wolf  
10 Maxine Rogers Dan Painter  Dan Painter, Tammy Craun  Becca Hall 
17 Sid Dailey  Sid Dailey  Mary Anderson   Cody & Will Wolf 
24 Nancy Huffman Lore,a Koontz  Mary Anderson, Carole Pfisterer Sarah Chichester 

You are invited to the installation of 
The Reverend Robert F. Humphrey  

as the third Bishop 
of the 

Virginia Synod 

of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

He will be installed at a festive service of Holy Communion  
Saturday, the ninth of September, two thousand seventeen  

at one o'clock in the afternoon.  
First Presbyterian Church 

249 S. Wayne Avenue, Waynesboro, Virginia  
The doors at First Presbyterian Church will open at 12:00 PM.   

 

The Reverend Elizabeth A. Eaton  
Presiding Bishop of the ELCA will preside.  
Your prayers and presence are requested.  

Reception to follow at 
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church  
500 S. Wayne Avenue, Waynesboro, Virginia  

                  Trinity Times   
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Dear Friends in Christ – 

“Pastor” Paul - better known as the Apostle - once said something to the effect that, “I am bound by the Gospel” – that 
is, he was compelled to declare it. My paraphrase is: “I have a job where I get paid to tell folks what they sometimes don’t want 
to hear.” But, like Paul, I didn’t drop my “former” life at age 38 to attend Seminary without some kind of “compassion” for pro-
claiming the “good news” of Jesus – even if, sometimes (as Frederick Buechner says, “The Gospel is bad news before it is good 
news.”*  

It’s the bad news that “we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves…” and the bad news that “we were born chil-
dren of a fallen humanity…” But, it’s the Good News that God loved us all the same – enough to give his Son to free us from 
having to remain in that bondage, and that “in the waters of baptism we are re-born and made children of God.”  That having 
been said, the Gospel can also be wildly offensive to our fallen human nature as well – especially, it seems, when applied to sec-
ular government. 

Far too many equate “government:” “the system by which a nation, state, or community is governed,”** with “politics:” 
“the process of making decisions or the practice of the distribution of power and resources within a given community,”**  as 
they hide behind the dignified-sounding - yet faulty – demand of “Separation of Church and State.” That’s not even in the First 
Amendment, only: "Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there-
of…” Without the Church reminding and admonishing both “politicians” as individuals, and the “government” as an entity, 
where else will a moral compass for them be found?  (“Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life!) 

 

A Sad Reminder in Charlottesville 
In WW2, the Lutheran Church in Germany was nearly 100% complicit with the reign of terror and inhumanity un-

leashed by Adolph Hitler – to the extreme that swastikas were required to be displayed on altars, and many clergy – under duress 
– took ‘loyalty oaths’ (heard that before recently?) to the 3rd Reich. The Church’s silence contributed directly to the loss of 
400,000 American GIs in combat. Thankfully, a few in our ELCA have today been emboldened – even compelled - and honest 
enough to speak out: “We recognize the violence witnessed in Charlottesville is very real and affects us all,” Presiding ELCA 
Bishop Elizabeth Eaton declared. “We need to stand up firmly against racism and anti-Semitism, show up for and advocate with 
others. Jesus, who makes visible those who are invisible, is already there.” 

But, I see a confusing and hidden “transference” in all this because, to me, none of the current  
"Confederate Monument" debacle is about statues at all. They have merely become the "identified patient" (“that who/which has 
been identified as a ‘problem’ and on whom the ‘problem’ is blamed”).***  There is a much deeper – and troubling – reality 
lurking underneath. 

Those on the "Left" are at least partially upset that slavery is a real - but disgusting - part of our  
history as a nation (Bravo! for them!), and want to minimize its reality as much as possible. While their compassion, insight and 
empathy are laudable, many fail to recognize that removing the statues will inavoidably contribute to a reconstruction of Ameri-
can history.  

Those on the “Right” have "sight," but lack sufficient intellectual cultivation to appreciate “depth” or “breadth.” They 
seem to still be "mad" that the South lost the war. Why?: because of the generations of family which have taught - as a prime 
‘value’ - hatred and bigotry for those who “won” (i.e. African Americans) and, this has become their sad and only legacy.  
 But, from the dawn of the Protestant Reformation, Lutherans have searched for similarities -  “common ground” - with 
others, rather than promoting differences. I’m trying to do the same here.  
 
An Even Sadder One From Germany 

Like many African Americans apparently offended by the mere existence of these statues, I, too, am disturbed when I 
read of the complicity of the Lutheran Church in Germany with Hitler. But history "is what it is:" and it is a gift from which we 
should (but never, ever do) learn. Removing a few statues across the land will not change either of those facts. I don't try and 
forget the WW2 Lutheran complicity, I just try to make sure that – to the extent I can - it doesn’t happen again. 
 So, it appears (to me), the "monuments" aren’t the issue at all – they’re just innocent bystanders to an on-going  
cultural divide which continues to widen and grow more hideous. Seems to me that even calling the statues "monuments" is a 
pejorative attempt to vilify them instead of seeing them as pages in a living history book - whether you like that part of our histo-
ry or not. People – as usual - are the issue. And, removing the statues does indeed - in some quite tangible manner - dilute our 
history, and cannot avoid contributing to a rewriting of the American narrative for future generations.   
              continued  



Another Angle… 
Seen from another perspective (mine), the statues 

could be used as opportunity for shared conversation about 
the broader panorama of a nation which found itself brutally 
divided by culture and heritage – but had the moral tenacity to 
rid ourselves of the turpitude that engulfed us, and sought that 
common ground where wounds could be healed and reunifica-
tion become reality.  

Just as I don’t think the 10 Commandments should be 
banned from public display (they are only because people 
don’t want to be reminded of their humanness and brokenness 
and sinfulness every time they pass by); neither do I think the 
arbitrary removal of the “scapegoat” statues should be used to 
enable us to excuse and avoid the necessary and demanding 
work – as individuals and as a nation – to once again find 
common ground. As far as I’m concerned – regardless of who 
runs the political show – Christians of all stripes are called to  
be in the vanguard of redoubling the commitment to assure 
we remain “one nation, under God; indivisible; with liberty 
and justice for all” – and to continue as that beacon of hope 
for the world – to  "Make America KIND Again" as Jesus 
would have it be for us all. And, he will help. 
That is the Gospel Truth!  Amen. 
 

Pastor Cam 

 
“The ELCA is a church that belongs to Christ and Christ’s Church 

universal, where there is a place for everyone to celebrate the diver-
sity of God’s creative work and embrace all in the spirit of 

Love.”**** 
 

*Frederick Buechner, Telling the Truth” 
**Wikipedia definitions 

***Milton Friedman, From Generation To Generation 
****Bishop Elizabeth Eaton’s Letter On Charlottesville 

 

Sewing for the Savior:  
We will start fresh on Tuesday, September 12 at 
9:30 anyone interested in doing some light sew-
ing/quilting and enjoying fellowship is more 
than welcome to join us in room 204.  Meetings 
are the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month. 
 

LCW will get together at 7PM on Wednesday 
September 6 to start unpacking and pricing Yard 
Sale items. 

 

The Vision will have its fall 
planning meeting following 
worship on September 10. 
We’ll organize for the Ghost 
Walk and set a regular meet-

ing schedule. All youth age 13-19 are welcome 
and encouraged to attend 

Anyone (ages 13 to adult) interested in partici-
pating in this year’s Ghost Walk, October 27 & 
28, please speak to Lynn Downs (394-5798), or 
plan to attend the first part of The Vision’s meet-

ing, right after worship on September 10th. 
This is open to all ages. 
 

Birthdays/Anniversaries 
(These are the ones we have “of record”. If you don’t see your 
birthday or anniversary here, please contact the church office 

with those dates) 

Birthdays:    Anniver-
saries: 
06-Pastor Cam  06-Greene 

07-Phyllis Wilson  17-Herrell 
10-Linda Rudy  27-Paul & Mary 

11-Lynn Downs      Anderson 

13-Chuck Stern  28-Vermillion 

15-Joe Hollis 

17-Holly Landes 

     Stacey Gonzales-Herrera 

19-Ruby Ridings 

22-Chris Landes 

23-Vince Legare 

27-Frances Sharp 

28-AJ Ortiz 

30– Will Wolf 
       Kathy Caroll 
       Jeff Shifflett (turns 50!) 
 

 

The LCW is hosting a yard 
sale at Trinity on Saturday, 
September 9. Clean out your 
basement, garage, attic, closets 
and other rooms! Donations 
will not be accepted at 

church until following worship on Sunday, 
September 3. 

 

Welcome back to Sunday School! Parents, 
beginning Sunday, September 17, the chil-
dren will gather  during the worship service. 

They will be learning about the lessons the 
adults are hearing during worship. More in-
formation will be coming soon.  
 
Collecting Canned Goods!  In an effort to 
eliminate some of the pressure of collecting 
so much food at the holidays, each month we 
will spotlight a certain canned food item. You 
are asked to bring that particular item in dur-
ing the month.  These will be saved until 
Nov/Dec and used for our holiday baskets.  

September is peanut butter 

The Vision 

September 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

9-12 Farm Mkt 

3 

9:30 Worship 

4 

Office Closed 

 

5 

 

6PM Choir 

7PM Blue Ridge 
Singers 

7PM Vestry 

6 

 

 

 

 

7PM   LCW 

7 8 9    9-12 Farm   

            Mkt 

 

8AM-?? 

YARD SALE 

10 

9:30 Worship 

Noisy offering: Win. 
Rescue Mission 

 

10:30 The Vision 

11 12 

9:30Am Sewing 

 

 

 

6PM Choir 

7PM Blue Ridge 
Singers 

13 14 15 16 

9-12 Farm Mkt 
 

 

10:30 Mind, 
Body, Soul—PH 

17 

9:30 Worship 

18 19 

 

 

 

 

6PM Choir 

7PM Blue Ridge 
Singers 

20 21 22 23 

9-12 Farm Mkt 
9-3 BRS Retreat
– PH 

 

10:30 NO Mind, 
Body, Soul—PH 

24 

9:30 Worship 

25 26 

 

9:30AM Sewing 

 

 

6PM No Choir 

7PM Blue Ridge 
Singers 

27 28 29 30 

9-12 Farm Mkt 
 

10:30 Mind, 
Body, Soul—PH 

12-3PM PH in 
use for private 
event 

Community Meal 

Menu 
Manwich/buns 

Corn, applesauce, 

cole slaw 
dessert 

Church office hours: 

Monday– Thursday, 8:00AM-1:00PM 

Parish Hall in use for LCW Yard Sale 


