
Pentecost 18-A    October 8, 2017    Sermon Thoughts 
 

Guess what? It’s your turn to ‘preach!’  

In light of so many recent tragedies: the Las Vegas massacre; hurricane disasters; earthquake in Mexico, (ad 

nauseum), I wanted us to have time for a dialogue around the question: Where Is God In All This?   

There are no ‘right’ or ‘wrong’ answers – just thoughtful, heart-felt responses. 

Read the following quotes (the highlights indicate the central thoughts). Be prepared to join the dialogue 

between pastor and people at the Sermon.  Can’t wait to see what we learn from each other.   

            - Pastor Cam 

Questions to consider 

Who/what is God to you? 

How do you see God active in the world? 

How do bizarre human tragedies affect your concept/relationship with God? 

Do you think tragedies affect non-believers’ understanding of God? 

______________________________________ 

"The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light…"  (Isaiah) 

We walk in a dark world: where nobody can see very well (themselves or each other); of uncertainty, lostness, 

fear; and conflict. Darkness is what our newspapers are about.  

If we pray, darkness is apt to be a lot of what our prayers are about. If we don’t, then darkness is probably what 

stopped us.                                     -                                                                     - Frederick Buechner 

+++ 

 

“Why did God not stop the Holocaust? Having given humankind freedom to choose between good and evil, 

there was nothing God could do about it”…                                                                                                 

+++ 

 

“Laws of nature do not make exceptions for nice people. A bullet has no conscience…” 

+++ 

 

“Suppose God didn’t quite finish creating the world by closing time on the ‘6th day’ – that Creation (replacing 

chaos with order) is continuing, but that pockets of chaos still exist in those dark places of the universe where 

God’s creative Light has not yet penetrated? Chaos is evil because it causes tragedies at random, and blocks 

people from believing in God’s goodness… 

+++ 

 

“Would you rather have the concept of a God who is ‘all-powerful,’ or ‘all-good?’  

+++ 

 

Have we encrusted the term “Almighty” with too much, molding our understanding to fit our concept of 

“power?”   

+++ 

“I don’t believe in a God who has a weekly quota of (mass murders) to distribute, and knows who deserves one 

most or who could handle it best…” 

 “Three things we’d all like to believe: 

             1. God is all-powerful and causes everything that happens. 

             2.  God is just and fair  

             3. I am a (relatively) good person 

As long as we are healthy and wealthy, we can believe all three at once. But, when we suffer, we can affirm only 

two of the three propositions by denying a third.   

Which of the 3 are we prepared to sacrifice (to make sense of our faith)? 



If #3: we blame the victim – a way of reassuring ourselves that the world is not as bad a place as it 

seems, and that there are good reasons why people suffer… 

If #2: we say that God is so powerful that he doesn’t have to be fair or just… 

If we ‘redefine’ #1: bad things do happen, but it is not God who wills it – nor can God  

                      always arrange for people to get what they deserve… This position takes the  

                      problems of innocent victims seriously: if God is a God of justice and not power,  

                      then He can still be on our side when bad things happen to us”… 

Would God still be all-powerful if we could compel him to protect and reward us? Or would He be reduced to 

our personal cosmic vending machine?...”  

+++ 

 

“’What did I do to deserve this?’ is an understandable outcry, but it is really the wrong question. The better 

question is ‘Since this has happened to me, what do I do now, and who is there to help me do it?’ It becomes 

much easier to take God seriously as the source of moral values if we don’t hold Him responsible for all the 

unfair things that happen in the world.” Because the tragedy is not God's will, we need not feel hurt or betrayed 

by God when tragedy strikes. We can turn to Him for help in overcoming it, precisely because we can tell 

ourselves that God is as outraged by it as we are. If our misfortunes are none of his doing, so we can turn to him 

and ask, not “God, why are you doing this to me?” but, instead, “God: see what’s happening to me? Can You 

help me?”   

+++ 

 

“I recognize God’s limitations: laws of nature, and human moral freedom. I can worship a God who hates 

suffering but cannot eliminate it more easily than I can worship a God who chooses to make children suffer and 

die, for whatever exalted reason...” 

+++ 

 

“Being angry at God won’t hurt God, and neither will it provoke Him to take measures against us. If it makes us 

feel better to vent our anger at God over a painful situation, we are free to do it. The only thing wrong in doing 

that is that what happened to us was not really God’s fault…”                                                                                                     

- All by Rabbi Harold Kushner 

+++ 

 


