
Trinity Lutheran Church 

810 Fairfax St. 

Stephens City, VA  22655 

 

Address Service Requested 

JANUARY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

 Greeters  Lector   Communion Asst.                   Acolyte/Crucifer  

07 Maxine Rogers Lore�a Koontz  Mike Lambert, Carole Pfisterer Cody & Will Wolf 

14 Dan & Hilda Painter Dan Painter  Mary Anderson, Hilda Painter Michael Perry 

21 Odie Whi%ngton Sue Scheulen  Mary Anderson, Sue Scheulen Cody & Will Wolf 

28 Linda Rudy  Sid Dailey  Mary Anderson, Joe Hollis  Michael Perry 

Bishop Bob Humphrey, Bishop of the Virginia Synod, will be with us in 

worship on Sunday, January 14 as we welcome new 

members. Please plan to be with us that morning to 

welcome him and join in a special reception following 

worship. More details to follow. 
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 Churches often misgauge the effectiveness of their ministries when they compare their “success” or “failure” based sole-
ly on black-and-white figures plugged into an Excel spreadsheet. In so doing, they lose sight of the vital, living component of the 
faces and lives of those ministries reflect.  

 
It’s nice to know weekly “worship attendance” numbers – but, our mobile culture makes them vary widely week-to-

week – and what do those numbers really tell us anyway?  The little numbers on the thermostat in the Sanctuary are far more 
important - or, at least those are the ones I hear about most often!   

 
Some numbers, on the other hand, are important: the Vestry and I have a fiduciary obligation to the congregation to 

oversee stewardship/contribution numbers and budgeting; and, of course, the numbers of baptisms and new disciples help gauge 
our definitive outreach for the Kingdom.  But, other than those, a ministry’s “success” is most accurately seen in those who are 
served – and whose lives are changed (even in a small way) by what was done.   

 
I think it’s important for a congregation to have a comprehensive overview of the kinds of ministry in which they have 

been involved over the course of a year – so, here goes! 
 
2017 was an especially busy year for Trinity. Our on-going ministries included space for the Middleburg-based Commu-

nity School of Music, and a weekly rehearsal area for the 100+ Blueridge Singers Community Chorus. During the warmer 
months, the Stephens City Farmer’s Market utilized our upper parking lot on Saturday mornings, and every month you con-
sistently provided a mountain of canned goods and staples for the Congregational Community Action Project (CCAP) and the 
Stephens City United Methodist Church Food Banks. Our long-standing free Community Meals (averaging 80 guests) con-
tinued monthly, as did your monthly support of providing specific foodstuffs for our Thanksgiving and Christmas food baskets 
(which served over 250 people in 108 families) throughout Frederick County.  “MAMA Bags” were stuffed and distributed to 
provide children with sufficient nutrition during long school breaks; and in addition, we directly served 50 “differently-abled” 
children through the Lutheran Family Services summer camp program by providing funding and food for a “pool day” (plus 
gifting some with a Thanksgiving and Christmas food basket).  We also annually serve a winter’s meal to the 40+ guests at 
WATTS (Winchester Area Temporary Thermal Shelter).  And our unique, affordable, and ecumenical “Just for Kidz” after-
school learning program served 15 deserving elementary-age children each week throughout the school year with homework as-
sistance, enrichment activities, nutritious food, and faith-building programs. 

 
One of our newest additions was the Saturday morning adult exercise program Body, Mind and Soul complemented by 

a CPR class, and Blood Mobile.  We continued our annual fall Blessing of the Animals and Pet Fair involving a variety of 
local vendors and adoption agencies. And, our free Advent Evensong Community Concerts, and innovative “Ashes To Go” 
and “Palms To Go” ministries touched hundreds of lives with Trinity’s unique expression of God’s Love for all. 

 
You bought 55+ mosquito nets to counter malaria as part of our Synod’s assistance to our partner Synod in Papa New 

Guinea; donated nearly 100 new and gently used outer coats which were distributed to disadvantaged adults and children 
throughout the community; brought over 60 gifts for newborns to our Christmas Eve worship services, given to new mothers at 
Winchester Medical Center; filled the “Little Red Wagon” to overflowing with diapers, wipes and other necessities; and pro-
vided over 200 winter scarves/hats/gloves which were hung on our fence in our “Need One? Take One/ Have One? Give 
One” program.  You also supported Lutheran World Relief through the purchase of “fair trade” coffee and the “Good Gifts” 
program.  

 
Our “Souper Bowl of Caring” in February netted a 5-foot-tall display of soup which was given to area feeding minis-

tries.  Our various seasonal Bazaars (Easter, Christmas, Newtown Car Show, “Yard Crawl,” and LCW Yard Sale) – in addition 
to the annual Veteran’s Day Pancake Breakfast - brought significant income all of which was distributed to various community 
support organizations (Hospice, the Evans Home for Children).  And our Day of Service: God’s Work; Our Hands put our 
bodies to “clean-up/straighten-up” work for shut-ins Louise Poffenberger and Carlton and Virginia Snapp. Our regular 
“Noisy Offering” of loose change netted over $1,000 given to a different local charity each month.   

 



Sewing for the Savior:  We will gather for sewing 
at 9:30 on January 9 and 23. 
 
LCW meets at NOON during the wintery months. 
Our meeting will be Jan. 9. Bring a bag lunch.  
 

Birthdays/Anniversaries 
 

Birthdays:              Anniversaries: 
1-Kim Begnaud  9-Lambert 
4– Tracey Legare,   18-Hockenberry 
      Kavin Kowis 
13-Loretta Koontz 
19-Emily Pyne 
21-Ralph Gregory, Amy Hall 
22-Virginia Snapp 
23-Maxine Rogers 
29-Cody Wolf 
 
 
Vestry Spotlight 

We focus our attention this month on 
Sue Scheulen, who works at Bank of 
Clark County. Something you may not 
know about Sue is that she was Home-
coming Princess for James Wood High 
School when she was in her senior year 
there.  She hopes to help the member-

ship increase and that the church will continue to 
remain active in the community. 
 
The congregation is invited to 
witness the marriage of Sarah 
Chichester and Christian Downs 
on Sunday, January 21 at 4PM, at Trinity. 

 A reception for the congregation to 
express their congratulations will be 
held the following Sunday, January 28, 

after worship. 
 
Our monthly canned good collection for holiday 
baskets continues on, because the need never ceas-
es. January is soup. 
 And, remember the CCAP donation bin is 
always in the front stairwell for your donations. 

 
New Year! Resolutions? Are you think-
ing about getting in shape, or just be-
coming a little more flexible? The Body, 
Mind and Soul exercise class will start 

up again Saturday, January 6 at 10:30AM. If you 
wonder if this is the class for you, speak to Nicole 
Legare—she’s in the Nursery most every Sunday 
looking after our youngest members.  
(nlegare@powerwellness.com) 
 
The Vision will meet Sunday, January 
7 after worship! 

Sometimes, we even made time for a little fun for 
ourselves with our: February Sweetheart Luncheon; 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper; the St. Patrick’s Day 
luncheon, Easter Breakfast, Newtown Parade, Mother’s 
and Father’s Day luncheons, the annual Young at Heart 
Banquet, our July 4 Cookout and Hayride on the Ander-
sons’ hilltop; and the observation of the 500th Anniversary 
of the Protestant Reformation German Potluck and Fes-
tival. 

 
We were blessed to have a number of other commu-

nity organizations serve as partners with us in many of these 
ministries including the Kohl’s Cares volunteer program; 
Sherando Presbyterian, Stephens City Mennonite and 
United Methodist Churches; Papa John’s Pizza; Van-
guard EMS Services; Andersen Medical Gas; Richards 
and McDonald’s Fruit Markets; Riviana Pasta; PCA of 
America; CCC (Corrugated Container Corporation); Cindy 
& Eric Coleman Adams; Andy Christian Roofing; Sweet 
Frogs; Chick-Fil-A; and Crims Concessions. 

 
In addition, consider the legions of Trinitites who 

serve internally as:  
 Lectors, Greeters and Communion Assistants (Loretta 

Koontz, Coord.);  
 Ushers (Matt Mathison, Coord.);  
 Altar Guild (Charlotte Bailey, Coord.);  
 Acolytes and Crucifers (Darla Wolf, Coord.);  
 Martha Cooley and Vickie Hollis (Community Meal 

Coordinators);  
 Jerry Rogers, Volunteer Property Manager;  
 Mary Anderson who coordinates the Kitchen; and  
 Your Vestry members:  Mark Greene, Chair; Dan 

Painter, Vice Chair; Mike Pyne; Damion Yowell;  
 Sue Scheulen; and Tracey Legare;  
 The Vision (youth group) and their Coordinator, Lynn 

Downs;  

 Anne Vermillion and Hilda Painter, Coordinator of 
Christian Discipleship and Nursery; 

 Nicole Legare, Nursery Attendant  
 Organist/Choirmaster Ricky Gearhart and his faithful 

band of Choir Members;  

 Your Trustees:  Ralph Gregory, Bill Herrell, Joe Hol-
lis (Financial Sec.);  

  
 Our Parish Administrator, Brenda Boldin*;  
 and the one who organizes, coordinates, recruits, en-

courages, supports and – sometimes – cracks the whip:  
 Kim Begnaud*, Trinity’s Coordinator of Outreach  
 Ministries.                

          *who supplied much of this data for me 

 

Trinity is blessed beyond measure, gifted beyond belief, and 
committed to “God’s Work – Our Hands” in a “Little 
Church – with a 
big Heart.”  Thank 
you in words be-
yond description. 
 

Pastor CamPastor CamPastor CamPastor Cam    
December 31, 2017 

Church office hours: 

Monday– Thursday, 8:00AM-1:00PM 

January 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
6PM Choir 

3 4 5 6 

 
10:30 BMS 
 
1PM Private 
event 

7 

9:30 Worship 
11:25 Inquirer’s 
Class 
The Vision-after 
worship 

8 9 

 
9:30AM Sewing 
Noon LCW 
 
6PM Choir 
7PM Vestry 
7PM BRS 

10 11 12 13 

 
11AM private 
event 

14 
Noisy: Red Wagon 
9:30 Worship w/ 
Bishop Humph-
rey 

15 16 

 
 
 
 
 
6PM Choir 
7PM BRS 

17 18 19 

 
 
 
 
 
7PM wedding 
rehearsal 

20 

10:30 BMS 
 
Noon-9PM 
BRS retreat 
 

21 

9:30 Worship 
 
 
4PM Chichester/
Downs wedding 

22 23 

 
9:30AM Sewing 
 
 
 
6PM Choir 
7PM BRS 

24 

 
 
 
 
 
5:30PM Com-
munity Meal 

25 26 27 

10:30 BMS 
 
 
Noon-9PM 
BRS retreat-
snow date 

28 

9:30 Worship 
Wedding recep-
tion follows wor-
ship 

29 30 

 
 
 
 
 
6PM Choir 
7PM BRS 

31    

CMS– Community Music School 

BRS– Blue Ridge Singers 

BMS-Body, Mind Soul class 

Those two up there 

are nuts, this is a 

much be�er way to 

spend January. 


