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Remember in Prayer 

Katty, Robert, Carlton, Virginia, Louise, Mike, Jeff, Pamela, Vic 

 

Prayer requests may be placed in the white box (cards for writing requests are in the box) on the table with the Memorial Candles 
each Sunday. The Pastor will pick them up weekly at the Peace and include them in the Prayers of the People. If you have a longer-
term request, please continue to notify the church office.  

Our Stewardship 
Last week 
Offering 

 Rec’d           $3703 

 Required $4589 

 Deficit  $866 

     Noisy: Newtown History Center: $173.50 

Attendance 

9:30:  94 

5:00:  27 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS  
Today  

Greeter         Nancy Huffman 

Lector             Nancy Huffman 

Eucharistic  Assts.  Amy Hall, Sue Scheulen 
Acolyte/Crucifer  Becca Hall 

 
Next Week   

9:30AM 
Greeter    Loretta Koontz, Carole Pfisterer 

Lector   Darla Wolf 

Eucharistic Assts.  Carole Pfisterer, Darla Wolf 

Acolyte/Crucifer   Cody & Will Wolf 

    

   11:00PM 
Greeter    Maxine Rogers 

Lector   Lynn Downs 

Eucharistic Assts.  Mary Anderson, Mike Lambert 

Acolyte/Crucifer   Sarah Chichester, Becca Hall, Cody Wolf 

Christmas Eve Worship 

Sunday, December 24 

9:30am—Family and Children’s Eucharist 
 

11pm—Festival Candlelight Eucharist 

Please consider bringing a wrapped gift (blue: boy; pink: girl; green or yellow: unisex) for a new-
born with you to worship on Christmas Eve. The gifts you bring will be distributed through  

Winchester Medical Center to new mothers in need. 

Advent Three 
December 17, 2017 

9:30am9:30am9:30am9:30am    

TRINITY CHURCHTRINITY CHURCHTRINITY CHURCHTRINITY CHURCH    
ELCA Lutheran 

Stephens City, Virginia 
Gathered 1765 

“A Creative Christian Community” 
____________________________________ 

Welcome 
The Confession is omitted during Advent 
 

Prelude              On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry        Martha Sobaje  (b. 1948)     
 
Stand 

Opening Antiphon    
 [P] The Promised One of God brings good news to the oppressed  
 [C] and binds up the brokenhearted. 
 [P] The Promised One of God proclaims liberty to captives and release to prisoners, 
 [C] and comforts all who mourn. 
 [P] The Promised One of God and gives a mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
 [C] We are witnesses to the light of Christ!  
 [P] Rejoicing always, praying without ceasing, holding fast to what is good, we are witnesses to the light of Christ! 
 [C] Let the Light shine into all the world!  Thanks be to God! 
    
Sanctus Bell                        Reminding us of God’s Triune Presence with us, now and forever 
 

ELW 249 Processional                        On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath                         The Shepherd’s Candle  —  Nancy Huffman 
 

[R]   The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad at the coming of the Lord. The desert shall rejoice and blossom  

  abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing. 

[C]  Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped. 

[R]   Then shall the lame man leap like a hart, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy! 

[C]   For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, 

 [R]  And the thirsty ground: springs of living water!  
  

The Third Candle  of Advent is lit  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Apostolic Greeting 
 [P] 2e grace of our Lod, Jesus Christ; the love of God; and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all!    
    [C][C][C][C]    And, also, with you.And, also, with you.And, also, with you.And, also, with you.    
    

 



2e Collect2e Collect2e Collect2e Collect    
 [P] We thank you, O God, for all those in Scripture who have pointed to Christ: your prophets Elijah and Isaiah, other 
   prophets, and for John. We thank you, too, for those in our lives who have pointed us to Christ: pastors and teachers, 
   strangers, authors, and friends. Give us eyes to see Christ today among those who are oppressed, imprisoned, 
   brokenhearted, or beaten down. And hear our testimony: how Christ releases and sets us free; how he turns ashes into 
   garlands; and repairs and builds up what was ruined. Show us how we, too, can point others to Jesus, the Light of the 
   world.  
  [C] Amen.  

    
Canticle of 2anksgivingCanticle of 2anksgivingCanticle of 2anksgivingCanticle of 2anksgiving    
    
        
    
    
    
    
 
Sit 

Just 4 Kidz! 
 As the Crucifer leads the children to Children’s Church, returning at The Eucharist, we sing 
 
   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The First Lesson                      See Insert 
 

The Psalmody   congregation sings refrain, cantor sings verses 
 

  

 

 
 
 
 
The Second Lesson                     See Insert 
 
Stand 

The Gradual 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Visitors: we are glad you have chosen to be in worship with us this morning. Please, take a 

brief moment to complete one of the Visitor info cards in the pew rack and place it in the of-

fering plate this morning. We’d like to get to know you. 

Evensong Concert Series Today at 5PM,  concludes with a duet consisting violin and cello.  Heather But-
ler owner of the Newtown Music Center is the violinist, Dottie Eddis is cellist.  The recital lasts approxi-
mately 20 minutes and is followed by a half hour evening service with Eucharist.     
 
Plan now! Sunday, December 31 is the last day for all donations to be designated for the 2017 tax year.  
 

The Vision’s Christmas party follows worship today. 
 
We continue collecting scarves for our homeless ministry. There’s a box in the Narthex for your donations, 
which will be hung on our fence with a “need one, take one” invitation. 
 
Take a moment this morning, and stop by the “You might be interested” bulletin board in the Parish Hall. 
Read all the lovely thank you notes and cards Trinity has received recently for your generosity at the holi-
days. Take another moment then, to thank Kim Begnaud for all her hard work throughout the year planning, 
organizing, getting donations from corporations and seeing that your gracious gifts got to those in need. 
 

Inquirer’s Class: Are you new to Trinity? Thinking about joining? Plan to meet with Pastor Cam 11:15am, 
Sunday, January 7 in the Reception Room (to the right as you enter the exterior doors). We will receive new mem-
bers on January 14.  If you plan to attend the class, let the Pastor or church office (849-4019; trinitychurch@ 

gmailcom) know.  
 

Body, Mind, Soul exercise class is taking a break until January. Anyone interested in participating in the 
new year, speak to Nicole Legare.  (nlegare@powerwellness.com) 
 
ELCA Good Gifts make great Christmas presents. Such a gift may be the perfect gift for the hard to please 
person(s) on your list. An animal can make a world of difference for a family in need. With one gift, you can 
help a family escape the cycle of hunger and poverty for good.  See Vickie Hollis to purchase.   
 
Farmer’s Market Coffee from Lutheran World Relief is available for purchase: see, or call Vickie Hollis 
(869-4373). 
 

Thank you everyone for faithfully contributing throughout the year to our monthly collection.  We continue 
on with the collection in order to complete the menu: December is spaghetti sauce.  And yes, come January 
we will start all over again.   And, remember the CCAP donation bin is always in the front stairwell for 
your donations. 
 

Last week, the Virginia Synod reached and surpassed our goal of raising $50,000, by contributing 
$52,319.09 to go towards purchasing mosquito nets for our partner synod, the New Guinea Islands Dis-
trict, of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Papua New Guinea! These funds have been sent quarterly to 
the ELCA Global Missions who have been sending it to ELC-PNG who have worked to distribute it in the 
Island District. Thank you, Virginia Synod, for all your prayers, support, and hard work to help fight against 
malaria. From Malaria Sunday to creative fundraising efforts hosted in our congregations, you have helped 
to make a real difference.  Trinity members are responsible for $585 of that donation. Thank you! 
 

The church office will be closed December 25-January 1. 



Sit 

The Distribution    
ALL Christians are invited to share in 2e Eucharist Communion may be received by Common Cup, Intinction or Individual Glass. 

If you desire only a Blessing, please fold your arms across your chest Glutton-free wafers are available upon request. 
Hymns to be sung during Communion:   243 / 260 / 438  

 
After all have communed: 
Stand 

The Blessing 
 [P] May the Body and Blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen us, and keep us in his Grace! 
 [C] Amen. 
    
Advent Acclamation 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
    [P] We give you thanks, loving God, that you have refreshed our spirits through these gifts of bread and wine: your 
  Body and Blood shed for all for the forgiveness of sin. Bless us as we leave this place—with words of joy on our lips and 
  thoughts of praise in our hearts for Christ, our Lord. 
 [C] Amen. 
    
Benediction  
 [P] Go forth rejoicing in this feast, and fill the hungry with good things.  
 [C] Amen. 

[P] Go forth blessed by God's truth, [†] and remove the tears of the weeping. 
[C] Amen. 
[P] Go forth in the power of the risen Christ [†] , and  

 [C] The blessing of the Holy Spirit [†]  goes with us. Amen. 

    
ELW 253    Recessional                                   He Came Down 
 
Sending    
    [P] ...Go in peace—to love and serve the Lord! 
    [C][C][C][C]    We We We We will!will!will!will!    2anks be to God!2anks be to God!2anks be to God!2anks be to God!    
    
PostludePostludePostludePostlude                                                    He Came Down     

                       Let       all    who seek   the Lord re   -joice and      proud -ly       bear   his      Name! 

																												Joy!            O,              Ad -      ngs      of          com-         fort    and       Joy! 

                        Lord,   let    your ser  -vants  go       in      peace your  Word has been ful- filled. 

                               O,       thank  the  Lord    and   sing his  praise; what he    has  done pro   -claim! 

                            O,             Ad     -ings   of        com           -fort  and        Joy,         com-fort and   

Portions of  today’s liturgy are reprinted under permission of one of several licenses held by Trinity Church: Augsburg Fortress Liturgies  
License 44465; CCLI License 11381030; OneLicense A-720634; HymnPrint.net; A Wee Worship Book, GIA Pubs, Chicago; Ministry Matters.com; Heal-
ing Liturgies for the Seasons of Life, and Feasting On the Word, Westminster John Knox Press, Louisville, KY.;  The People’s Psalter, Hal H. Hopson, 
©2008 Birnamwood/Morning Star Music Pubs;  Hymnary.com; Metrical Psalms Homestead.com; The Abingdon Worship Annual © Abingdon Press; A 
Hymn Tune Psalter, Revised Common Lectionary Edition © Carl P. Dew, Jr. and Kevin R. Hackett, Church Pub., Inc.; Diary of Daily Prayer © J. Barrie 
Shepherd;  Prayers for a Privileged People, Walter Brueggemann © 2008 Abingdon Press;  

The Holy Gospel 
 [P] The Holy Gospel, according to St. John the First Chapter  
 [C] Glory to you, O Lord. 
     The Gospel is Read 
 [P] The Gospel of the Lord! 
 [C] Praise to you, O Christ. 
Sit 

 
A Little ‘Good News!’               Pastor Keyser 
 
Stand 

ELW 246 Hymn for the Day           Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding 
 
The Apostles Creed    
    [P] Let us sing what we believe!    
      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Prayers of The People    
 [P] The Holy One, giver of Life and Light, through Word and Sacrament and prayer comes to illumine our hearts and  

   minds, that by the power of the Holy Spirit, our lives may reflect God’s glory, as we pray for the Church, the world, 
  and for all people according to their need… 

Sit 
 [P] You greet us this morning with new possibilities. Shine brightly, we pray, until we see into the dark places of this 

 world, and into the dark places of our own lives. Help us this day to follow you in paths of justice, speak up with you 
 for liberty, and bend with you toward the brokenhearted - even the broken places within ourselves. We trade in our 
 faint spirit for your mantle of praise — and with our whole being we will rejoice in you. Light of the world, 

 [C] Send your brightness.  
  [P] God who restores, you have done great things for us - and we rejoice! So often you have filled us with laughter, even  
   turning tears of sadness into shouts of joy. You send prophets, who point the way to justice and show the way to you. 
   We thank you for sending good news to us and repairing so much that we have devastated. In this season of Light, we 
  lift up in prayer so many who wait in darkness: 

 people oppressed by poverty and discrimination…  
 Light of the world, 

 [C] Send your brightness.  
 [P] those whose lives are being destroyed by political upheaval or dangerous rulers…  

 Light of the world, 
 [C] Send your brightness.  
 [P] people who are imprisoned wrongly…and also those imprisoned for cause… Light of the world, 
 [C] Send your brightness.  



 [P] Right what is wrong among us and in us and restore us: to you, to others, and to ourselves. Make the brokenhearted  
 whole again… Light of the world, 

 [C] Send your brightness.  
 [P] comfort those who mourn… Light of the world, 
 [C] Send your brightness.  
 [P] repair our ruined cities…  Light of the world, 
 [C] Send your brightness.  
 [P] In all the jostling and jingling of these days, do not let us lose sight of you or those whom you especially came to serve:  

   people who are in need of healing, especially…(pastoral petitions are offered) 
 Light of the world, 

 [C] Send your brightness  
  [P] to those who are overlooked or underserved… 
   the ones who are lost in the mesh of a confusing life… 
   the ones we have made to feel little and least… 
   and for all those we name before you – both in our hearts, and on our lips… 
   (congregational petitions are offered silently or aloud)      Light of the world, 

 [C] Send your brightness.  
  [P] And, as the rush of the day comes to a close, restore us, O God. Let our dreams this coming night be of all the  
   Marvelous things you have done.  As the darkness comes, and the lights in our homes glow dim, may we give thanks 
  for your greater Light that no darkness can overcome.  To all who mourn or sit in prison or fear danger this night, 
  bring the peace and assurance that only you can give – for you are faithful, and we know this you will do. In Christ.  

 [C] Amen.  
 

The Peace 
 [P] 2e Peace of the Lord be with you all! 
    [C][C][C][C]    And, also with you!And, also with you!And, also with you!And, also with you! 
Please share a Greeting with those around you 
Sit 

The Offering                 Our gifts to God’s Kingdom are joyfully and hopefully given 

  OCertory Anthem              View the Present through the Promise   2omas Troeger                        Trinity Choir 
 
Stand 

The Presentation 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Offertory Prayer 

  [P] Gracious God, we are so aware that at this time of year, the abundance of some and the needs of so many stand in 
  stark contrast. May our offerings, cause the heart of Christ to rejoice as the needs of others are tended. Thank you 
  for the privilege of sharing what we have with others, of giving ourselves away in love, and of receiving the gifts that 
  others share with us. With our whole being: spirit and soul and body, we rejoice and give you thanks through Jesus 
  Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
 

 

†  THE HOLY EUCHARISTTHE HOLY EUCHARISTTHE HOLY EUCHARISTTHE HOLY EUCHARIST  †  
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 [P] 2e Lord be with you!  
 [C][C][C][C]    And also with you.And also with you.And also with you.And also with you.     

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 [P] To this table, Christ invites us all: those who have known his blessing, and those who have felt the curse of Darkness; 
   those who have relied on riches, might and power; and those whose lives have joined ours in singing Mary's song of 
   Praise. This is who you have made us to be, O God. Draw near in love. Draw near in peace. 

[C] For in Jesus Christ, we are all forgiven, loved, and freed. And, our hearts are filled! Our hands we  
 raise with joy. 
[P]  Worthy of all thanks are you, Hope of the poor, Home of the outcast, Rewarder of the persecuted. Blessed are you,  
 Jesus Christ: whom the world makes poor,  

 [C] you make blessed. 
[P] Those whom the world starves,  

 [C] you feed bountifully –  
 [P] then, and now, and ever: as on the night you were betrayed. Taking bread, you blessed it. And, lifting a cup, you gave thanks, offer-

ing for us all to  
 [C] "Eat and drink my broken body, my covenant blood poured out for all, remembering me." 
 [P] We do remember, and so pour out our lives to you, in praise and thanksgiving, asking that you pour your Spirit now on us and on 

this bread and wine. 
 [C] Make them be for us the broken body, the covenant blood, that we may be for the world Christ's body, Christ's life-giving blood. 
 [P] By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world as 

we hold now before you in our prayers: the hungry,  
 [C] Give them daily bread. 
 [P] The sick and sorrowful, 

[C] Deliver them from evil 
 [P] The persecuted and our enemies, for 

[C] Yours is the kingdom. Your will be done! 
 [P] Make us one this day and for that day when Christ brings laughter to all the grieving world, and great joy to all the world has  
  destroyed. 
 [C] Through Christ, with Christ and in Christ, united by the Spirit, all honor, glory and praise are yours, O God: One in Three and 

Three in One, now and ever. Amen. 
 
Fraction and Invitation 
 [P] Alleluia! Christ the Lamb was sacrificed for us – therefore let us keep the Feast; for Christ has given us a new  
  Commandment: that we love one another as he has first loved us. So, come and eat: the Bread of Life, the Cup of Salva- 
  tion: the gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you- and feast on him in 
  your hearts with joy and thanksgiving. 
 [C] Thanks be to God! 
Memorial Acclamation   Celebrant sings first; Congregation repeats 
 

 

 

 

 

         P         When we     li	       up       our       hearts,   C    It ’s      to       God    that   we         sing 

           P  With   thanks-   giv   -     ing        and           hope         for    the    News    that     he        brings: 

      C    It          is       right     and       de —    light —  ful        our           joy         to       so         bring 

    P      As        the       man  -  ger        in           Beth —  le—    hem    C   wel—comes  our       King. 

Christ    has died;    Christ   has ris-en; Christ will come a- gain! 


