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 One of the things they talk a lot about in 

seminary – and something i still don’t quite understand 

– is what they identify as the ‘authority’ – the power, the 

influence – of the “Office of pastor. just the “Office:” the 

power of just being a pastor.  In fact, they keep talking 

about it 25 years later: just got through with 12-hours of 

required on-line training about maintaining boundaries 

as a pastor: the care – and abuse – of power that comes 

with the office. 

 Maybe I don’t get it because being ‘powerful’ in 

the way most of us I think define it – has never interested 

me.  The title of ‘boss’ tends to ‘puff you up;’ to be 

defined as ‘just an ‘employee’ seems, a little demeaning. 

Why can’t we just work on whatever it is together? 

Cooperatively – with the common good as our goal? As 

Larry the Cable Guy says “Jist git-er dun!? 

 A little too naive, huh? Too much faith in 

humanity? Probably so – I know power when I see it: cops 

have power - and they frequently abuse it…politicians 

have power and, boy, do they abuse it –seems to just 

come with the turf.  But, many of them do get caught and 

punished. 

 The Courts have power – and they abuse it day-

in and day-out: playing the game of ‘to the victor go the 

spoils’ - no matter how much truth gets crushed in the 

process: arrogantly rejecting justice making it only about 

who wins the case…at any cost.  

 But, pastors? at least for me, I don’t see it…there 

used to be an old adage that “nobody can say ‘no’ to the 

pastor.” O yeah? Ya wanna’ bet?  Must be a lot of people 

who never heard that! 

 I guess I just have a somewhat different 

understanding of how ‘power’ works, and what 

‘leadership’ looks like.  Jesus did, too. 

 The first thing a ‘leader’ needs to do is not to 

want to be one. ‘Jockeying for position’ is a sure 

indication that your motivation is suspect.  The first and 

foremost responsibility of a leader –the way I see it - is 

not to start barking orders, and – certainly not to strike 

the fear of God into those with whom you’ll be working.  

The first job of a leader is to define reality - that is: to look 

over the landscape, and make sure you know what’s 

really going on. Jesus certainly did:  even today – he was 

willing to stop what he was doing and listen to the shrieks 

of a rude, crazed, demon-possessed man. And healed 

him. 

 I didn’t know that’s what I was doing when we 

had our little give-and-take ‘Q & A’ 7 years ago this 

summer - but, somehow, God empowered me to “define 

our reality:” a declining congregation in a declining 

facility with lots of shared health issues: discouragement, 

chin-wagging, mistrust…a palatable void of clarity and 

focus…a sense of frustration as strong as I’ve seen in any 

group…not a “foot in the gave” as I so rather “un-mildly” 

said – “but a leg - and a half.” 

 Yet, I also saw a people who were uncommonly 

and genuinely kind, well-meaning, and anxious to do 

what God was calling them to do – as soon as they could 

figure out what that was… 

 A congregation which realized its part in some of 

the abuse it had suffered; people who wanted to be 

loved back into health again…and which longed to ‘get 

on’ with Kingdom business. That was our reality - and 

‘coloring outside the box’ was the only way I could see 

that any of that would change. 

 The second responsibility of a leader is to help 

others see that reality - honestly and clearly. And, that’s 

what we’ve been doing ever since. I didn’t show-up here 

hustling to be your leader – just, hopefully, introducing 

you to a compassionate shepherd. 

 I think that’s some of the leadership style Jesus 

may have had. But, he also “told it like it was” – meeting 

people where they were, and challenging them to do and 

be better. And, expected them to take a role in their 

healing: “Glad I could help.  Now, go…and sin no more.” 

 His was authority not like that of the scribes: who 

piled Scripture upon Scripture, quoting one ancient rabbi 

and another to prove the irrefutable logic of their 

positions. But, Jesus didn't do that. He appealed to the 

Source of that authority, and so do we. 

As far as the Jesus encounter with demons:  if the 

gospels are true, then there must be real demons in the 
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world, don’t you think? – even now. They didn’t just give 

up and go back to Hell, did they?  In our effort to explain 

them and legitimize them, we’ve just renamed them, 

promoted them, sterilized them – into more respectable-

sounding words like “psychoses” and “disorders…” or 

made-up words like: “imagi-nite-us,” “scare-coma,” 

“apprehend-di-ci-tis,” and that non-specific: “fear-o-sis 

of living."  We still don’t know where they come from, do 

we? If it’s a chemical imbalance, what sparked it?  If it’s 

a genetic one what influenced the abnormality?   

You can attribute Creation to the scientific 

phenomenon of the ‘Big Bang:’ nobody up here’s gonna’ 

disagree – but, what was behind it? What put the “bang” 

in the “big?” Like I tell our confirmands:  science tells us 

how things happen. Religion tells us “why.” 

Was the Vegas shooter just “misguided” 

suffering from a simple case of “improper transfer of 

anger?” Was the kid in Benton, Kentucky just 

“immature?” Were the 9-11 conspirators only 

responding to their “unconventional perception of 

reality?” 

You can re-mold demons into anything you want 

– but, a “rose is still a rose:” pornography is still evil, 

prostitution is still vile… What causes that horrifying, 

mutilating crash on the Interstate…that malevolent 

cancer cell that grows into a tumor almost as big as the 

little girl herself…and that uncontainable need for 

alcohol that devastates families and wrecks human lives? 

Throw-in racial hatred and poverty, and human 

trafficking – and you’ve got just about everything you 

need to halt construction of that “Peaceable Kingdom”  

God has longed for us to build here on earth.   

Oh sure, those things are ‘evil’ - but they’re just 

“everyday” things - and demons don’t mess with that 

kind of stuff…right? 

 Where, then do all these specific and systemic 

“bad things that happen so consistently to good people” 

come from?  Harold Kushner would suggest they’re small 

pieces of primeval “chaos” left over from creation:  

fragments of Evil Darkness that still exist in the universe 

where God’s Creative and Redeeming Light has yet to 

penetrate.  

 The apostle Paul in Ephesians would cast it a bit 

more dramatically: “Our struggle is not against enemies 

of blood and flesh but against the rulers, the authorities 

- against the cosmic powers of darkness: the spiritual 

forces of evil in the heavenly places. Take up the Whole 

Armor of God:  the belt of Truth around your waist, and 

the breastplate of Righteousness.  Shod your feet with 

whatever will make you ready to proclaim the Gospel of 

Peace.  And, with all of these, take the shield of Faith, the 

helmet of Salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is 

the Word of God.” 

That is assuming Christian leadership – going 

back to the same Authority Jesus relied on. It worked for 

him – why not us?  

That’s what I’d call real power.  Amen. 
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