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 The Long Green Season 
 
Summer brings the promise of fresh vegetables from the garden, whatev-
er your favorite. After all, it is the green season, the season of growth. 
Here in the valley the time for fresh asparagus, a cooler weather crop, has 
come and gone; strawberries have nearly reached an end. Fresh beans, 
squash of various varieties, blueberries, raspberries are plentiful. Signs 
posted at local markets now read, “local sweet corn from our garden,” 
offer yet another summer favorite. There’s nothing quite like fresh fruits 
and vegetables for taste and nutrition. 
  

The church has a green season, too. In fact, it is the longest season of the 
year, lasting roughly half of the church year, depending on the moveable 
date of Easter. An early Easter means a long-
er green season; a later Easter, as in this year, 
will cut it short by a few weeks. The green 
season of the church is about growth as seen 
first of all in the teachings of Jesus for the 
disciples and first followers; then, following 
the end of his earthly life, growth encom-
passed a reach far beyond the region of Gali-
lee and Jerusalem around the Mediterranean 
before expanding over time to circle the 
globe.   
 

This long green season of the church is re-
ferred to as the Season of Pentecost and with 
it we hear the core teachings of Jesus that 
come in a variety of forms: sayings 
(statements) such as: “But I say to you, lis-
ten, love your enemies, do good to those 
who hate you.” Then are parables, stories 
that still capture the minds and imaginations 
of readers today; and, with each reading, depending on one’s place and 
experience or life’s circumstance, the parable can take on a different 
meaning. Miracles of Jesus also point to another way people of old and 
today can envision God’s hand at work in people’s lives. Brief conversa-
tions between Jesus and those he encountered also give insight, wisdom, 
and opportunity for understanding his central teachings. But more than 
this, the long green season of Pentecost, stretching from early June to the 
end of November, demonstrates how God’s people are to be examples 
and models of a godly life. Therefore, we are not only students, but 
teachers. It is an on-going, life-long process with more to learn and 
teach. As we hear the gospel readings during this long green season, let 
us remember we are called to grow in our understanding, living, and 
serving. This season is about our continuing growth and a GPS to guide 
us. 
 

LUTHER 
ဣ7KLV� OLIH� WKHUHIRUH� LV�
QRW� ULJKWHRXVQHVV�� EXW�
JURZWK� LQ� ULJKWHRXV�
QHVV�� QRW� KHDOWK�� EXW�
KHDOLQJ�� QRW� EHLQJ� EXW�
EHFRPLQJ��QRW� UHVW��EXW�
H[HUFLVH�� :H� DUH� QRW�
ZKDW� ZH� VKDOO� EH�� EXW�
ZH�DUH�JURZLQJ� WRZDUG�
LW�� 7KH� SURFHVV� LV� QRW�
\HW� ILQLVKHG�� EXW� LW� LV�
JRLQJ� RQ�� 7KLV� LV� QRW�
WKH� HQG�� EXW� LW� LV� WKH�
URDG�� $OO� GRHV� QRW�
JOHDP� LQ� JORU\�� EXW� DOO�
LV�EHLQJ�SXULILHG�´ 
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Birthdays 
July  
9-John Ryan 
10-Matt Mathison 
17-Bernetta Jenkins 
20-Reagan Manspile 
26-Alexis Ruths 
30-Cooper Greene 
 

August  
2-Lauren Manspile 
5-Alex Yowell 
13-Robin Cibroski 
20-Juantia Ryan 
21-Carolton Snapp 
23-Holly Kowis 
25-Ashley Landes, Julian Reyna 
29-Kim Barna 
30-Greg Rogers, John Defilippi,  
      Carole Pfisterer 
31-Ken Cibroski 

 

Anniversaries 
July   
9-John & Juanita Ryan   
21-Chuck & Marcie Stern 

August  
29-Richard & Lynn Downs 

 Sewing for the Savior is taking the 
summer off. The next gathering will be 
August 27 at 9:30AM 
 
LCW summer time eat out is Tuesday 
July 9th. Dutch treat at Donato Italian 
Restaurant on 522 North (where the 
Continental restaurant used to be). 
Meet at church parking lot at 5PM or 
arrive at restaurant by 5:30PM. not All 
Trinity women are invited just let 
Phyliss Wilson know by Sunday July 7 
(869-2252). There will not be a meet-
ing in August. 
 
The July 14 Noisy Offering will ben-
efit the F.R.E.E. Foundation 
(Foundation Rehabilitative Equipment 
Endowment).   F.R.E.E. is a volunteer-
led non-profit that 
provides mobility re-
habilitation equip-
ment to help people 
regain their mobility 
and independence.  
F.R.E.E. collects, sanitizes, repairs and 
gifts donated mobility equipment to 
uninsured and underinsured adults in 
Virginia.  When F.R.E.E. gifts equip-
ment, falls and medical costs drop by 
over 80%.  Those in need regain their 
mobility and independence and Virgin-
ians save millions of  dollars annually. 
 
In 2017, F.R.E.E served 2,077 people 
with 3,606 pieces of  equipment at a 
value of  $1,016,000!  The foundation 
has six offices in  Virginia, including a 
Winchester office that serves the 
northern Shenandoah Valley.    

Cont. p. 3 

Luther captured the spirit of life’s journey in 
these words. “This life therefore is not right-
eousness, but growth in righteousness; not 
health, but healing; not being but becoming; 
not rest, but exercise. We are not what we 
shall be, but we are growing toward it. The 
process is not yet finished, but it is going on. 
This is not the end, but it is the road. All 
does not gleam in glory, but all is being puri-
fied.” 
 

May the church in every age, here and now, 
always find the need, capacity, and will to 
grow spiritually, numerically and care of oth-
ers by following the teachings of Jesus. 
 

Pastor Sims 
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To Trinity Members  
 
Thank you for sending Diann Dailey 
and I to the Virginia Synod Assembly 
June 7 & 8, 2019 at Roanoke College; 
it was an event that all the members 
of  Trinity should experience at least 
once in their life.  Robin attended as a 
visitor. 
  
The weekend got off  to a very trying 
start since we left at 6 AM from Win-
chester in order to be in Roanoke at 
10 AM. Everything was fine until we 

saw a sign of  a tractor trailer acci-
dent 4 miles ahead. Luckily, Robin 
was driving and she had the fore-
sight to immediately pull off  at the 
rest stop and there we sat for the 
next 2-1/2 hours. Since a number 
of  Synod Assembly attendees 

where on Rt. 81 the Synod held up 
lunch for us. 
  
Upon arrival, we were warmly greet-
ed by the Synod staff  with materials 
for the Assembly. Thanks to Pastor 
Sims and Pastor Martha Sims who 
had reserved tables for Trinity and 
Grace Lutheran. We were able to 
quickly get involved in the assembly. 
  
In addition to the many business 
items on the agenda, such as the elec-
tion of  Synod officers and members 
of  Synod Council, the main focus 
was to briefly review many mission 
and outreach programs affiliated with 
the Synod, such as retirement homes, 
camps and conference center, foreign 

Cont. p. 4 

The August 11 Noisy Offering will 
go to the Middletown Area Meal Assis-
tance (MAMA) program., which pro-
vides weekend meals for children in the 
public school system. 
 

Please gather that loose change, and 
give generously to these worthwhile 
endeavors. 
 
Synod Assembly Reflections 
(An additional summary written by the Synod office 
is printed on page 5 of this newsletter) 
 
When I was asked to attend this year’s 
Virginia Synod Assembly, I wasn’t 
sure if  I had the time to juggle the 
weekend away, along with looming 
work obligations.  However, after 
consideration, I thought “sure, let’s 
experience something new.”  This 
was my first time attending the an-
nual Synod Assembly meeting so I 
wasn’t sure what to expect.  It was an 
enlightening gathering.  Along with 
seeing a few familiar faces and enjoying 
the Roanoke College campus, the busi-
ness of  the Synod and the information 
shared throughout the weekend was 
educational.  Learning of  the Synod’s 
domestic and global reach with their 
many missions was a pleasant sur-
prise…a definite eye-opener.  Spending 
the weekend with the “Faithful + 
Bold + Serving,” this year’s theme, 
was a great experience.  I thank Trinity 
for providing me the opportunity to 
attend, learn, and worship with fellow 
congregations throughout the VA Syn-
od. 

Diann Dailey        
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mission programs, disaster response, 
Power in the Spirit, Lutheran Family 
Services and more. Each of  the mis-
sions and outreach programs had 
display tables set up in the rear of  
the fieldhouse where the attendees 
could gather more information. 
  
On Friday evening after dinner we 
reconvened in the fieldhouse for the 
evening worship led by Bishop 
Humphrey and 60-70 Pastors vested 
for the service from around the 
state. That was truly inspirational re-
gardless of  how tired many at-
tendees were, especially those that 
started out at 6 AM. 
  
Simultaneously to our agenda, the 
Youth Ministry had their own agen-
da of  meetings, presentations and 
election of  the youth leaders for the 
upcoming years. 
  
On Saturday morning there were ad-
ditional presentations and then, 
about mid-morning, the adults were 
joined by the youth. If  some of  the 
adults were tired it didn’t take long 
for the youth to re-invigorate the 
adults with their enthusiastic music 
followed by a worship service led by 
the youth groups. 
  
Reflecting on the two days: The en-
tire assembly was well organized and 
the Synod staff  was very responsive 
to questions and offered help even 
after the Assembly. It was too short 
– I think the event should go back to 

3 days with smaller groups sessions on 
outreach, council management, mis-
sion opportunities, music, etc. 
There should be a summary of  each 
presentation sent to each of  the at-
tendees after the Assembly to present 
to the council, committees and congre-
gation in their respective churches. 
 
That Trinity (irrespective of  not hav-
ing the summary) should incorporate 
more of  the Synod programs and mis-
sions into its on-going activities. That 
more members of  Trinity go the As-
sembly even as “visitors.” There is a lot 
to be gained from this gathering. 
 
 

 

           .ʑɚ�&ɵʍURʂʘɔ 
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2019 Virginia Synod Assembly Update 
       Faithful + Bold + Serving 

 
Synod Assembly is our annual opportunity for the 150 congregations of the Virginia Synod to 
come together and be reminded what it means to be a part of the wider church. Our theme during 
our June 7-8, 2019 gathering was “Faithful + Bold + Serving”. This year the Assembly was located 
in the Kerr-Cregger Fieldhouse on the campus of Roanoke College in Salem Virginia 
 

During the weekend, Bishop Humphrey, helped explore the theme for the Assembly based on 
Hebrews 10.23, “Let us hold unwaveringly to the hope that we confess, for God, who made the 
promise, is faithful.”  
 

The Rev. Dr. Sandy Chrostowski, the director, Division of Evangelical Mission Relationships of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, was present at this year’s Assembly to represent the 
ELCA, bringing news from the wider church. She shared with us that in 2018 ELCA World Hun-
ger accompanied congregations and partners in over 60 countries, and through Domestic Hunger 
Grants supported two Virginia ministries, Waynesboro Area Refuge Ministry (WARM) in Waynes-
boro, and IMPACT: Interfaith Movement Promoting Action by Congregations Together in Char-
lottesville. 
 

The Rev. John Wertz Jr. delivered a report for the ForwardingFaith campaign,  celebrating esti-
mated gifts totaling over $2.74 million comprised of over 1430 individuals and congregations. Due 
to this campaign, the Virginia Synod is supporting existing ministries such as ACTS and youth 
events, as well as creating new opportunities like the recent Young Adult Retreat. Pastor Wertz also 
shared our new Virginia Synod App, created in partnership with Tithe.ly. On the Synod app you 
can keep up to date on news, upcoming events, event photos, online giving, and more. 
 

Elections took place over the weekend. Charles Downs, of Christ in Roanoke was reelected as the 
Virginia Synod Council Vice President. Blythe Ann Scott of First in Norfolk reelected as the Vir-
ginia Synod Council Secretary.  Molly Beyer of Bethel in Winchester, and Darrell Short of St. Paul 
in Shenandoah were both reelected to Synod Council. Richard Corliss of St. Timothy, Norfolk, 
Carlton Hardy of St. Mark, Yorktown, Patricia Hunter of Redeemer, Bristol, Timothy Hoff-
staetter of Faith in Suffolk, Elizabeth Leonard of St. Philip in Roanoke, and The Rev, Harry 
Griffith Pastor of Our Saviour in Virginia Beach are the newly elected members joining Synod 
Council.   
 

One resolution was passed over the weekend, honoring Tent of Nations, a working farm in Beth-
lehem, Palestine that seeks to educate and build bridges between people and the land.  This resolu-
tion encourages congregations to designate a Sunday in 2019 and beyond as “Tent of Nations Sun-
day”, for prayer, education, and encouraging visits and attendance at Tent of Nations farming and 
peace-building workshops. 
 

Two young women were commissioned for Young Adults in Global Mission. Maren Corliss and 
Jayme Kokkonen have both accepted one-year appointments as YAGMs to Central Europe, and 
Madagascar.  
 

Turner Barger of Epiphany in Richmond, president of the Lutheran Youth Organization, present-
ed the Youth Assembly report, centered on the Youth Assembly theme of “Faith Shall Reign”. He 
shared a summary of this year’s Youth Assembly, and raised up how many youth attendees at the 
assembly are fully confirmed adult members of the church, “We are no longer the future of the 
church, we are the church- as youth and as adults.” The incoming LYO Board president will be 
Mairi Bachman of Grace in Winchester. 
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