
PRELUDE   Voluntary  John Bennet (1730-1784) 
 
GATHERING SONG  v. 1, 2 Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service 
 

 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Generous God, your Son gave his life that we might come to peace with you. Give us a share of 
your Spirit, and in all we do empower us to bear the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 



FIRST READING: Genesis 37:3-8, 17b-22, 26-34; 50:15-21                        Anne Vermillion 
A reading from Genesis. 
3Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his children, because he was the son of his old 
age; and he had made him a long robe with sleeves. 4But when his brothers saw that their father 
loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably to him. 
5Once Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him even more. 6He 
said to them, "Listen to this dream that I dreamed. 7There we were, binding sheaves in the field. 
Suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright; then your sheaves gathered around it, and bowed 
down to my sheaf." 8His brothers said to him, "Are you indeed to reign over us? Are you indeed 
to have dominion over us?" So they hated him even more because of his dreams and his words. 
17The man said, "They have gone away, for I heard them say, 'Let us go to Dothan.'" So Joseph 
went after his brothers, and found them at Dothan. 18They saw him from a distance, and before 
he came near to them, they conspired to kill him. 19They said to one another, "Here comes this 
dreamer. 20Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits; then we shall say that a 
wild animal has devoured him, and we shall see what will become of his dreams." 21But when 
Reuben heard it, he delivered him out of their hands, saying, "Let us not take his life." 22Reuben 
said to them, "Shed no blood; throw him into this pit here in the wilderness, but lay no hand on 
him" — that he might rescue him out of their hand and restore him to his father. 26Then Judah 
said to his brothers, "What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? 27Come, let us 
sell him to the Ishmaelites, and not lay our hands on him, for he is our brother, our own flesh." 
And his brothers agreed. 28When some Midianite traders passed by, they drew Joseph up, lifting 
him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. And they took 
Joseph to Egypt. 
29When Reuben returned to the pit and saw that Joseph was not in the pit, he tore his clothes. 
30He returned to his brothers, and said, "The boy is gone; and I, where can I turn?" 31Then they 
took Joseph's robe, slaughtered a goat, and dipped the robe in the blood. 32They had the long 
robe with sleeves taken to their father, and they said, "This we have found; see now whether it is 
your son's robe or not." 33He recognized it, and said, "It is my son's robe! A wild animal has 
devoured him; Joseph is without doubt torn to pieces." 34Then Jacob tore his garments, and put 
sackcloth on his loins, and mourned for his son many days.  
15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph's brothers said, "What if Joseph still bears a grudge 
against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?" 16So they approached 
Joseph, saying, "Your father gave this instruction before he died, 17'Say to Joseph: I beg you, 
forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.' Now therefore please 
forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father." Joseph wept when they spoke to 
him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, "We are here as your slaves." 
19But Joseph said to them, "Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even though you 
intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, 
as he is doing today. 21So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones." In this 
way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 



PSALM: 19:7-14  read responsively 
 7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; 
  the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 
 8The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; 
  the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes. 
 9The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; 
  the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 
 10More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, 
  sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.  
 11By them also is your servant enlightened, 
  and in keeping them there is great reward. 
 12Who can detect one’s own offenses? 
  Cleanse me from my secret faults. 
 13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me; 
  then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 
 14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your 
sight, 
  O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.  
 
GOSPEL: Mark 9:38-41 
The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
38John said to him, "Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to 
stop him, because he was not following us." 39But Jesus said, "Do not stop him; for no one who 
does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. 40Whoever is 
not against us is for us. 41For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because 
you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward. 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON               Pastor JMe Lowden 
 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 

We pray for the church and its ministry. Sustain all members of the body of Christ in lives of 
prayer, service, and worship. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for natural wonders of your creation. Restore damaged forests, waterways and natural 
habitats and lead us to be good stewards of what you have provided. Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
 

We pray for those in authority. Give them wise minds and compassionate hearts. Strengthen in 
them a desire to protect the vulnerable and care for those underserved. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for those who are struggling with cancer, dementia, or any other disease. Provide them 
with peace and resilience for the days ahead. Sustain caregivers with energy and patience. We lift 
up to you Meghan, Odie, Pauline, Shirley, Charlotte, Louise, Rodney, Yvonne, Ruby.  Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for the worship leaders of this congregation: musicians and choir members, readers, and 
greeters. Bless us through their ministry and grant them the passion to continue in their service. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 

We give thanks for all your saints, those we have loved and known and those from every time 
and place. Continue to guide us by their example and reassure us of your promised salvation. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
OFFERING 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  Amen. 
 



SENDING SONG v. 3, 4  see page 1 of bulletin               Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news.  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE         Sortie    César Frank (1822-1890) 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com license #SAS024465. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service 
obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-720634. All rights reserved. CCLI, copyright Lic. 11381030, Streaming lic. 20167089 

Prelude and Postlude Public Domain; Hymn introduction Mark Sedio, ©2005 Augsburg Fortress 

 
 

 
 

October 9, 10AM, Trinity will hold an outdoor service of Blessing 
of the Animals service.  All animals must be on a leash or crated.    
 
The Stephens City High School Alumni Association has donated $211.00 to Trinity.  The group 
has gotten so small that reunions are no longer viable. They had money left in their treasury and 
since a good number of alumni were at some time members of Trinity, it was decided to donate 
the remaining funds to the church. The money will be used to help offset some of the recent 
property expenditures. 
 
October at a glance 

Choir rehearsals event Thursday at 7PM 
Chime rehearsals every Sunday after worship 
3- worship with Holy Communion – 
virtual participants, contact the church office  
by  9/25 to arrange to pick up elements 
 

9- 10AM Blessing of the Animals 
11-13 - Pastor attending the VA Synod 
Ministerium 
17 - Sunday School during worship 
18 - 7PM Digital Ministry Team 

 
 
 
Birthdays 
5 - Liz Perritt 
6 - Shirley Herrell 
11 - Pastor JMe Lowden 
16 - Jerry Rogers 
17 - Mark Taylor 
23 - Bob Lowden 

24- Pastor John Wertz guest preacher 
31-Reformation Sunday (wear your red) 
 

 
 
 

Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   Meeting ID: 893 0840 5981   Passcode: 321080 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89308405981?pwd=TDY0SkxiUWgvNHpUZDBHdGk0aWRqZz
09     Dial  +1 646 876 9923 US (New York)         +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C) 
Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account  
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/  
 


