
PRELUDE  Bread of the World  Daniel Burton (b.1944) 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning 
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the 
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and 
given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly 
repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 
things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again 
to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve 
you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG  vs. 1,3     Here Is Bread 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 

 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Sovereign God, you have created us to live in loving community with one another. Form us for 
life that is faithful and steadfast, and teach us to trust like little children, that we may reflect the 
image of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 



FIRST READING: Exodus 12:1-13; 13:1-8      Anne Vermillion 
A reading from Exodus. 
1The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2This month shall mark for you the 
beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell the whole congregation 
of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each 
household. 4If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in 
obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. 
5Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from 
the goats. 6You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled 
congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. 7They shall take some of the blood and put it 
on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8They shall eat the lamb 
that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 
9Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and 
inner organs. 10You shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the 
morning you shall burn. 11This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your 
feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD. 
12For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in 
the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute 
judgments: I am the LORD. 13The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: 
when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land 
of Egypt. 
1The LORD said to Moses: 2Consecrate to me all the firstborn; whatever is the first to open the 
womb among the Israelites, of human beings and animals, is mine. 
3Moses said to the people, "Remember this day on which you came out of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery, because the LORD brought you out from there by strength of hand; no 
leavened bread shall be eaten. 4Today, in the month of Abib, you are going out. 5When the 
LORD brings you into the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Hivites, and 
the Jebusites, which he swore to your ancestors to give you, a land flowing with milk and honey, 
you shall keep this observance in this month. 6Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread, and on 
the seventh day there shall be a festival to the LORD. 7Unleavened bread shall be eaten for 
seven days; no leavened bread shall be seen in your possession, and no leaven shall be seen 
among you in all your territory. 8You shall tell your child on that day, 'It is because of what the 
LORD did for me when I came out of Egypt.'  
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 8 read responsively 
 1O LORD our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in all the earth!— 
 2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of infants and 
children; 
  you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe and avenger. 
 3When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
  the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 
 4what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them, 
  human beings that you should care for them?  



 5Yet you have made them little less than divine; 
  with glory and honor you crown them. 
 6You have made them rule over the works of your hands; 
  you have put all things under their feet: 
 7all flocks and cattle, even the wild beasts of the field, 
 8the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, 
  and whatever passes along the paths of the sea. 
 9O LORD our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!  
 
GOSPEL: Mark 14:12-16 
The holy gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord. 
12On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb is sacrificed, his disciples said 
to him, "Where do you want us to go and make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?" 
13So he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, "Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of 
water will meet you; follow him, 14and wherever he enters, say to the owner of the house, 'The 
Teacher asks, Where is my guest room where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?' 15He will 
show you a large room upstairs, furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there." 16So the 
disciples set out and went to the city, and found everything as he had told them; and they 
prepared the Passover meal. 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S CHAT 
 

SERMON                Pastor JMe Lowden 
 

CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;   
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 

You have established a diverse and beautiful creation. Revive declining species and preserve 
endangered lands. Cultivate in us a sense of wonder for the world you created. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for nations of the world embroiled in conflict. Inspire leaders to listen to each other 
and work towards peaceful solutions to disagreements. Protect children, refugees, all who 
suffer because of racism and prejudice of all kinds, and all in need of safety. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer.  
 

You share in our experiences and struggles. Bless all who live with any mental or physical 
disability. Inspire creative communities, spaces, and environments that are accessible and 
hospitable. We pray for family and friends of the congregation, especially Meghan, Pauline, 
Shirley, Charlotte, Louise, Rodney, Yvonne, Ruby and others we name before you now. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

As we continue to have to deal with the pandemic, give strength and inspiration to all whose 
life’s work is bringing healing and help to others; those in the medical profession, first 
responders, chaplains, and mental health professionals. Guard over those whose work is to 
protect others, law enforcement, search and rescue, the men and women of the armed forces 
at home and abroad. Be a source of help and wisdom to pastors, especially those who are new 
to ministry or to their current call. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

You promise eternal life to all your children. Thank you for the people of faith who have gone 
before us. Strengthen our trust we have in you. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Other petitions may be added here. 
 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
OFFERING ANTHEM       Neither Death Nor Life            Choir  
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to become one 
bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for 
yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the 
way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. For those at home, the body and blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ given and shed for you. 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of your 
Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for the 
hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 



BLESSING 
The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus.  Amen. 
 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG       Bless Now, O God, the Journey 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE    Joyful March      Alan Bullard (b. 1947) 
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October 9, 10AM, Trinity will hold an outdoor service of Blessing of the Animals service.  All 
animals must be on a leash or crated.    

 
 
 
You too, can be a Trinity evangelist! Visit Trinity’s Facebook page – whether you have an 
account or not – every week and check out what’s new.  If you haven’t already “Liked” or 
“followed” the page, please do so.  (This is set up as a Business page and so you don’t become 
“friends”.) When you “like” the posts, or share them to your page (strongly encouraged for those 
with FB accounts) or make a comment, it spreads the word about Trinity. Pastor JMe and 
Brenda are working to create a posting calendar so there are new posts at least twice a week, not 
including Sunday worship.  Trinity’s Facebook page is: 
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva  
 
Pastor JMe will be out of the office October 11-13.  This was to be the Virginia Synod 
Gathering of the Ministerium in Virginia Beach.  However, the Bishop has decided the COVID 
numbers are too high for an in person gathering.  Bishop Humphrey has declared the three days 
as Jubilee, a time of rest and rejuvenation for all pastors in the Virginia Synod. 
 
Members and friends of Trinity: thanks to everyone who said a prayer, called or sent a card while 
I was ill.  It was very much appreciated.  Odie Whittington 
 
 
 
Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   Meeting ID: 893 0840 5981   Passcode: 321080 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89308405981?pwd=TDY0SkxiUWgvNHpUZDBHdGk0aWRqZz
09     Dial  +1 646 876 9923 US (New York)         +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C) 
 
Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account  
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/  
 
 
 
 


