
PRELUDE        Tranquilly        C. Hubert H. Parry (1848-1918) 
 
GATHERING SONG  v. 1, 3, 5   Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace 

 
 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Faithful God of unfaithful people, the people of Israel doubted your power and 
turned to other gods to fulfill their needs. We too, turn to other gods, seeking acceptance, 
power, and independence. Show us how to live humbly in you, and walk in your ways, in the 
name of the one who offered true power to all humanity, Jesus Christ.    Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Exodus 32:1-14                   Marcie Stern 
A reading from Exodus. 
1When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people 
gathered around Aaron, and said to him, "Come, make gods for us, who shall go before us; as 
for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has 
become of him." 2Aaron said to them, "Take off the gold rings that are on the ears of your 
wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me." 3So all the people took off the 
gold rings from their ears, and brought them to Aaron. 4He took the gold from them, formed it 
in a mold, and cast an image of a calf; and they said, "These are your gods, O Israel, who 
brought you up out of the land of Egypt!" 5When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and 
Aaron made proclamation and said, "Tomorrow shall be a festival to the LORD." 6They rose 
early the next day, and offered burnt offerings and brought sacrifices of well- being; and the 
people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to revel. 
7The LORD said to Moses, "Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the 
land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I 
commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and 



sacrificed to it, and said, 'These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of 
Egypt!'" 9The LORD said to Moses, "I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. 10Now 
let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you 
I will make a great nation." 
11But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said, "O LORD, why does your wrath burn hot 
against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a 
mighty hand? 12Why should the Egyptians say, 'It was with evil intent that he brought them out 
to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth'? Turn from your 
fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. 13Remember Abraham, 
Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, 'I will 
multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will 
give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.'" 14And the LORD changed his mind 
about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people. 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 90:12-17  read responsively 
 12So teach us to number our days 
  that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. 
 13Return, O LORD; how long will you tarry? 
  Be gracious to your servants.  
 14Satisfy us by your steadfast love in the morning; 
  so shall we rejoice and be glad all our days. 
 15Make us glad as many days as you afflicted us 
  and as many years as we suffered adversity. 
 16Show your servants your works, 
  and your splendor to their children. 
 17May the graciousness of the Lord our God be upon us; 
  prosper the work of our hands; prosper our handiwork.  
 
GOSPEL: Mark 10:17-27 
The holy gospel according to Mark.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
17As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him, "Good 
Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 18Jesus said to him, "Why do you call me good? 
No one is good but God alone. 19You know the commandments: 'You shall not murder; You 
shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not 
defraud; Honor your father and mother.'" 20He said to him, "Teacher, I have kept all these since 
my youth." 21Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, "You lack one thing; go, sell what you 
own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow 
me." 22When he heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many 
possessions. 
23Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, "How hard it will be for those who have 
wealth to enter the kingdom of God!" 24And the disciples were perplexed at these words. But 
Jesus said to them again, "Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25It is easier for 
a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of 
God." 26They were greatly astounded and said to one another, "Then who can be saved?" 27Jesus 



looked at them and said, "For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are 
possible." 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S CHAT             Pastor JMe Lowden 
 

SERMON               Pastor JMe Lowden 
 

CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 

Uniting God, you call forth different gifts in those who follow you. Encourage us to welcome 
the diverse benefits and blessings of the whole church in teaching, preaching, prophecy, healing, 
and more. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

You bring forth crops from the soil and bounty from the trees. Increase the produce of the land 
and bless all who toil in fields and orchards. Provide for good working conditions and keep them 
safe. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

In Jesus you travelled among us without a place to lay your head. Provide safe places to sleep 
and rest for those who have no place to live. Sustain ministries that offer food, clothing, and 
peace of mind. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Give strength and inspiration to all whose life’s work is bringing healing and help to others; 
those in the medical profession, first responders, chaplains, and mental health professionals. 
Guard those whose work is to protect others: law enforcement, search and rescue, the armed 
forces at home and abroad. Be a source of help and wisdom to pastors. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

You share in our experiences and struggles. Bless all who live with any mental or physical 
disability. We pray for family and friends of the congregation, especially Adrian, Meghan, 
Pauline, Shirley, Charlotte, Louise, Rodney, Yvonne, Ruby and others we name before you now. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Other petitions may be added now. 
 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 
OFFERING 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG  vs. 1, 3     God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news.  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE                   Canzonetta        Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707) 
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The chancel flowers are given to the glory of God by Pastors JMe and Bob in celebration of 
their milestone birthdays. JMe tomorrow, and Bob on Oct. 23.  
 
Pastor JMe will be out of the office October 11-13.  This was to be the Virginia Synod 
Gathering of the Ministerium in Virginia Beach.  However, the Bishop has decided the COVID 
numbers are too high for an in person gathering.  Bishop Humphrey has declared the three days 
as Jubilee, a time of rest and rejuvenation for all pastors in the Virginia Synod. 
 
Next Sunday during coffee time, there will be a display on the different ELCA (Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America) missions that Trinity is supporting with monies from a fund 
designated for missional giving.  Any church, family or individual may donate to these missions 
any time by going to the ELCA website (elca.org) or contacting the church office. 
 
At the December annual congregation meeting (December 12) you will be electing 3 members to 
your congregation council. Nominations are now being accepted to fill the vacancies.  Council 
meets once a month at 7PM on the first Tuesday.  If you are interested in being a part of this 
important ministry at Trinity, please speak to Darla Wolf, Jerry Rogers or Mike Pyne, Pastor 
JMe, or call or email the church office. 
 
Sunday, October 24 Trinity welcomes to the pulpit, Pastor John Wertz, assistant to Virginia 
Synod Bishop Bob Humphrey.  Pastor Wertz is the Synod Director of Evangelical Worship and 
provides support and resourcing for the congregations and leaders of the Virginia Synod in the 
areas of stewardship, congregational vitality, and mission strategy.  He will speak on the Synod’s 
Renew 145 program which is an intentional effort to strengthen congregational vitality by 
helping individuals and congregations: 
• Grow deeper in relationship with God, 
• Grow deeper in relationship with one another, and 
• Grow deeper in relationship with their community. 
Trinity is looking to develop a Renew 145 team.  A Renew 145 Team is made up of the pastor 
and 3 to 6 stakeholders in the congregation who are passionate about God’s ministry in the 
congregation and open to experimenting to discover what God is calling your congregation to 
do and be next. If you would like to know more or are interested in being a part of the team, 
please contact the church office or speak to any member of council. 
 
Zoom to Worship, 9:30AM   Meeting ID: 893 0840 5981   Passcode: 321080 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89308405981?pwd=TDY0SkxiUWgvNHpUZDBHdGk0aWRqZz
09     Dial  +1 646 876 9923 US (New York)         +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C) 
 
Facebook Live: you must have internet, but you do not need to have a Facebook account  
https://www.facebook.com/trinitylutheranchurchstephenscityva/live/  


